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The Society’s annual season of lectures begins in September and
ends in June, followed by a guided walk or similar activity in July.
For more details and the latest information, head to our website
(https:/ [ chichesterlocalhistory.org.uk).

I'he lecture programme for 2023-24 includes, for example, lectures
on the Land Settlement Association; the Freeland, Raper and Tyack
families; Oaklands Park; Weston's — the South Street greengrocer;
and 1066 and All That. The AGM and Christmas party will be on
|3 December 2023. Society members will also be invited to visit the
C'hichester Planetarium on 14 July 2024,

the Boat Project’s ‘Collective Spirit” at its launch at Thornham Marina
on 7 May 2012 (Greg Slay)

Proiid cover: The CAYMedy road mending team hard at work at the Goodwaood
Hivival mator racing, weekend in 2019. Given the current state of the roads
sl © hichester it is likely they may be called upon for some years to come

(LRI YWayl

Mk conwe: Plyer for a Coronation concert held at Graylingwell Hospital,
ik Dilas, ooin B June 1953 (WSRO Add Mss 51340)
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EDITORIAL

The Society records with sadness the death of a number of well-known
members. In his spare time, Ray Treagust was an excellent “patter man’ in
the Gilbert and Sullivan light operas performed by the Chichester Amateur
Operatic Society which he and his late wife Betty had joined in 1975. I commend
his wartime reminiscences in ‘Chichester History’ (2020 and 2021) as a great read
and a reminder of his talents. Brian Worsfold, an honorary life member, had
written on a range of subjects over the years, most recently in 2022 on his
time spent in National Service. David Hide greatly aided our understanding
of the Moses / Neptune / druid statue in Priory Park (2010); he later wrote
about his early medical career at 5t Richard’s Hospital (2018). Garry Long and
Andrew Berriman (members from 1985) have also recently died and will be
much missed. One departure you may have missed is that of Eric Gill? The blue
plaque noting his former childhood home at 2 North Walls has now been removed
from display by the County Council. This follows concerns about the way he
had conducted his personal life as an adult. The plagque is now in The Novium.

A remarkable find in spring this year was ‘Collective Spirit’, the boat
conceived and directed by the artists Lone Twin as a London 2012 Cultural
Olympiad commission. It ended up embracing the stories of 1221 people as
reflected in pieces of wood-related memaories. Did you contribute to it? The boat,
a floating archive of memories, was built at Thornham Marina in Chichester
Harbour. It was always meant to be sailed but it has been in dry storage until this
year. It has now been bought from the artists and will be used on a not-for-profit
basis for sailing charter as well as a sail training boat. Find out more at: https:/ /
www.collective-spirit.co.uk /

The Goodwood Estate has been celebrating 75 years of its association with
motorsport, the first racing having taken place at the then redundant RAF
Westhampnett on 18 September 1948. You can read more about that story in
‘Chichester History’ number 34 (2018). For the complete timeline of the past 75
years, visit: https: / / www.goodwood.com / motorsport / goodwood-75/

Sincere thanks to everyone who has volunteered articles this year, and more
broadly, over my second term of office as the Editor. T do hope you will make
new discoveries within these pages. I am grateful to Louise Burston for
production, to Katherine Slay for proof-reading, and to West Sussex Record
Office for assistance with sourcing photographs and providing permission to
use them.

This is my final outing as Editor — but I look forward to joining you and others
in offering contributions for future issues.

Greg Slay

ABOUT OUR AUTHORS

Alan H J Green is a Cicestrian. A retired chartered civil engineer, he has a deep
interest in the history of his native city and in particular its Georgian heritage. He
has published nine books about Chichester, and regularly gives talks and guided
walks about it. In 2021 he received a Personal Achievement award from the British
Association for Local History, and in 2022 was awarded an honorary master’s degree
by the University of Chichester for his work on researching the history of Chichester.

Andrew Berriman died at the end of July 2023. He had been at various times
the Society’s Chairman, Secretary and the Editor of Chichester History. He gave
regular talks to Society members and wrote many articles for this Journal. His
most recent book, ‘It Search of Chichester’ was self-published in autumn 2022,

Caroline Walker is the great-niece of MacDonald Gill and has been researching
his life and work since 2007. She has co-curated many exhibitions linked to
MacDonald Gill including "Max Gill: Wonderground Man' at Ditchling Museum
of Art + Craft in 2019. She is an accredited lecturer for The Arts Society and is the
author of "MacDonald Gill: Charting a Life’.

David Elliott is a Cicestrian. He moved away for many years and was working
for much of that time as an arts manager with the British Council. In 2016 he
returned to live in Chichester. He has written extensively about music, and he
also wrote the book ‘The Art of Chichester: 60 Years of Creativity’ that accompanied
the exhibition of the same name held last year at The Novium Museum.

Greg Slay moved to Chichester with his wife Katherine in 1991 and has
pursued many varied interests in heritage, identity and place ever since. He
works at County Hall in the city. He received a Chichester City Council Covid-19
civic award for work he led during the pandemic. He is Chairman of Chichester
Symphony Orchestra and a trustee of Chichester Counselling Service. Greg has
been the Editor of Chichester History for volumes 22-26 (2006-10 inclusive) and
volumes 33-39 (2017-23), and has also researched and contributed a wide range
of articles over the years.

Philip MacDougall lives in Chidham where he chairs Chidham and Hambrook
Parish Council. A much-published historian, he has extensively researched the
pre-war civil defence crisis, as highlighted by “Munich’ in 1938. The product of
this research also appears in his book “If War Should Come: Defence Preparations on
the South Coast, 1935-1939".

Richard Childs came to Chichester in 1993 when he was appointed as the
County Archivist at West Sussex Record Office. On retirement in 2011 he became
Chairman of the Chichester Society, in which role he continued until 2017.
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APPEASEMENT, SEPTEMBER 1938
by Philip MacDougall

The release on Netflix of the film Munich, based on Robert Harris" book of
the same title, served as a reminder that 2023 marks the seventy-fifth anniversary
of Chamberlain’s three dramatic meetings with Hitler. The whole country,
throughout the second half of September 1938, awaited with baited breath the
outcome of those meetings, horrified that in the event of war, mass bombing of
British cities would be the immediate outcome. It seemed to be lost on the minds
of most that the distance between Creat Britain and Germany, as well as the size
of the Luftwaffe at that point in time, would make such an eventuality quite
impuossible.

Chichester was no exception, although one correspondent to the Chichester
Observer (Saturday 1 October 1938) outlined why he felt Chichester would not
be the target for such an attack:

“It is obwious thal if we were at war, Chichester cannot possibly be one of the first places
to be singled out by enemy bombers. The reasons for this are: (1) Chichester is out of
range of German bombers! Their best planes cannot do more than 400 miles each way
under ideal conditions and carrying on their outward journey a full load of bombs, We
are quite a safe distance from any German aerodrome in this respect. (2) During the
beginning of a war, at any rate, an enemy would aim first at the most vikal parts of our
county within easy reach, such as London and the Midlands.'

The letter writer did accept that Chichester was not far from military
objectives such as Portsmouth and various airfields, and if by reason of ‘“weather
conditions or anti-aircraft guns at these targets’ they were unable to drop bombs
advantageously, ‘they might unload their bombs on Chichester’ to speed their
return home.

Horror of aerial bombardment was a product of the war fought between 1914
and 1918 when, admittedly at that time few in number, German bombers
attacked London and several coastal towns. Now, in recognising the advances in
aviation that were being continually made, a few raiding bombers was no longer
the feared scenario. Instead, it was felt that a vast fleet of heavy bombers would
destroy entire cities with initial attacks upon southern England.

It had even become accepted that there was no adequate defence against such
an attack. In the House of Commons on 10 November 1932, Stanley Baldwin, a
Above: John Stone of Chichester City Council encouraged future and former prime minister, warned ‘the ordinary man in the street’
sales of pin badges to celebrate the Coronation of King of something of which he must be made aware: ‘the bomber will always get
i sea I : - through” with ‘no power on earth’ able to ‘protect him from being bombed’.
i e et To this was added the dread that bombs dropped on civilian targets such as
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Chichester might contain mustard gas. Although banned under the Geneva
Convention of 1925, it was believed that both Italy and Germany were not
deterred from its use and the Government, during this time of the Munich crisis,
widely dispersed details of how poison gas might be delivered:

‘Mustard gas or other persistent gas can be sprayed from aircraft. The liguid falls in fine
drops over a fairly wide area. The drops may indeed be so small as not fo be noticed by
persons upon whom they may fall. Such a spray may be a source of very great danger,
because it may fall on the face, neck, and any exposed parts of the body, in addition to the
clothing, without being noticed.”’

Even without the addition of gas, there was increasing evidence of the
willingness of some nations to use the bombing of civilians as part of a war-
winning strategy. Put to deadly use by the Japanese in Manchuria, the Italians
in Abyssinia and by the Kondor Legion in Spain, the devastation that might be
wreaked on an unsuspecting and undefended town was all too clear.

In Britain, to meet this feared threat should no agreement be reached between
Hitler and Chamberlain, civil defence became a sudden priority, having previ-
ously been given only limited attention. While Chichester, in common with the
rest of the country, already had a basic civil defence infrastructure with air raid
sirens installed at the barracks and at the fire station — together with Air Raid
Precaution (ARP) wardens, first aiders and volunteer fire fighters recruited — in
general, signs of any real urgency were lacking. Volunteers joining the various
civil defence bodies had been slow, with the numbers entering well below the
minimum required. It was estimated that the city and its rural district counter-
part was short of 900 wardens and the city required a further 200 first aiders.

Fig. 1: County Hall in Chichester {Author’s collection) 2
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Fig. 2: The Council House in North Street { Author’s collection) *

Prior to the Munich crisis, Chichester had witnessed the widespread circulation
of government posters and leaflets advising householders on what to do in
the event of a gas attack and how to protect houses against blast and splinter
from bombs. The impact of these had been negligible, as was the take-up of gas
masks (respirators) which had been freely available to all residents during the
preceding summer months. Out of a total population in the city of around 15,000,
only 2,000 had come forward to receive the gas masks. This, and the lack of ARP
wardens, made the task of providing every resident in and around Chichester
with a gas mask a tough proposition during the time of the Munich crisis.

On 26 September 1938, 40,000 masks for assembly arrived in Chichester from
the government central store. These were delivered to the newly opened City
Corporation electrical store in Basin Road for assembly and distribution. Calls
had already gone out for owners of vans and cars to help in the distribution of
masks. The assembly of those destined for the city was undertaken by trained
wardens. Somewhat controversially, those required for distribution in the area
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administered by Chichester Rural District Council, some 25,000 in total, were
less skilfully assembled, the task having been given to school children. Perhaps
the greatest problem resulted from the speed at which the masks were rolled out:
there was no time to ensure each recipient received a mask of the correct size,
many having to return their masks to the store for ones that were a better fit.

Fig. 3: In the rural areas around Chichester, masks assembled in Chichester were usually faken
to village halls for collection by those living in the more isolated parishes. Seen here is ome such
distribution centre, the Village Hall in Chidham (Author’s collection)

The ill-preparedness of civil defence volunteers in Chichester was publidy
tested on the evening of 14 October 1938. Before an assembled crowd of 1,000
Cicestrians in the Cattle Market, a demonstration of fire and bomb-fighting
abilities by ARP wardens got off to a shaky start. This led to mock cheers from
the spectators following failed attempts to light an incendiary bomb that was
central to the demonstration. Even after the copious use of boxes of matches and
a final resort to petrol, it still failed to ignite. A more professional approach to
civil defence in Chichester would eventually emerge, but efficient leadership, at
that time, was clearly lacking.

The Munich crisis was therefore a timely reminder of the need for better-
quality leadership and financial support. While masks had been available in the
quantities required, little else was in place. The City Corporation and the area
governed by the Rural District Council not only needed to recruit more ARP
wardens and first aiders, but also volunteer fire fighters for the Auxiliary Fire
Service (AFS), an organisation specifically set up for a future war-time emergency.
As for central government, no thought had been given to the evacuation of the
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vulnerable from towns and cities nor to the provision of shelters, other than the
offering of advice on building trenches and creating refuge rooms.

That evacuees were brought to Chichester during the crisis of October 1938
was not, therefore, part of a carefully thought-out government scheme, but
resulted from independent private initiatives. During the final days of
September, even though Chichester was considered an unlikely target for enemy
bombers, children from Dr Barnardo’s had accommodation hurriedly found for
them in one of the holiday camps on the Manhood Peninsula.

In all, it was expected that some 8,000 evacuees would be arriving, leading to the
emergence of an ad hoc organisation to cater for their needs. When 30 nursery-age
children arrived at the station on 30 September, they were taken to the Girls’
High School (in Kingsham Road), part of which had been hastily acquired as a
clearing station. Here the children were given buns and cups of milk. To house
them, an urgent and successful call had gone out a few days earlier, with house-
holders who agreed to help being offered an emergency weekly subsidy
payment of three shillings per child.

The lack of air raid shelters in Chichester was a cause for concern. Householders
were advised to create either a refuge room in their homes or to dig a trench in
the garden. For the refuge room it was suggested that this could be any room
within the house, but one strengthened by scaffolding and windows protected
in some way to prevent glass splinters being blown into the room by a bomb
exploding nearby. It was also advised that the room be stocked with tinned food,
washing facilities, chamber pots and a simple first aid kit. For construction of
a trench in the garden, an outline drawing appeared on the front page of the
Chichester Observer (1 October 1938), with instructions that included it being ‘4
ft 6in deep and 4 ft 6in wide at the top” and covered with corrugated iron or old
planks resting on sandbags.’

The fact that only those with gardens, or in possession of substantially-built
houses that could withstand a nearby bomb explosion, would be covered by this
advice proved controversial. The writer of the previously quoted letter made
direct reference to what was effectively a heavy class bias:

‘Surely then the protection you need is air raid shelters. Not trenches, or refuge or gas
masks, but bomb proof shelters deep down in the earth and covered with reinforced
concrete. Don't throw up your hands in horror at the cost. It has been estimated by
architects and scientists at approximately £12 per head, and this for complete protection.
And by this I mean for your babies, foo, and who at this moment, according to officials
cannot be protected ....'



Fig. 4: The sub-deanery church in West Street — now a public house — recorded the highest
attendance of the city's churches on the Sunday following the agreement made between
Chamberlain and Hitler on 30 September 1938 (Author's collection)

In the event, war did not break out in October 1938. The Munich erisis did
however lead to a clear recognition of the problems that had to be confronted.
A steadily growing number of volunteers joined the ARP organisation and the
Auxiliary Fire Service as well as related bodies such as the Red Cross and St
John's Ambulance Brigade. By February 1939, both the Corporation and the
Rural District Council had restructured their civil defence organisations, having
by then appointed senior ARF officers with clerical support. There was then a
much more successful demonstration of ARP skills conducted in July 1939. On
that occasion a full-scale exercise was carried out, with the entire city blacked
out and mock bombing incidents undertaken at the Girls” High School, the
Unicorn Inn, and Westgate Brewery.

Fig. 5: The Unicorn Inn at Castgate — now fitted out as a restaurant — and the site of @ mock
bombing incident for an ARP exercise conducted in July 1939 (Author’s collection)
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By the time war broke out, the city and rural areas of Chichester had more than
700 trained ARP wardens. The public in general was more aware of the dangers
of air attack and how they might protect themselves. Also, by that time, the
government had advised on two different types of shelter: the Morrison that
could be erected within houses, and the Anderson for gardens, Both designs were
freely available for those on limited incomes and were purchasable by others. In
addition, the Corporation = but not until the actual outbreak of war - erected
twenty-one public shelters. These were located in The Hornet, 5t Pancras, and
the four central streets. Offering further protection were shelters in the base-
ments of several shops - including Stringers in Morth Street = and also at the
Dolphin and Anchor Hotel in West Street.

Continuing to be seen as area of relative safety from bombing, Chichester was
officially designated by the Government as a reception centre for evacuees.
The emphasis was on those from the Wimbledon area in south-west London.
Chichester was to receive nearly 5000 evacuees between 31 August and 2
September 1939. Given overnight accommodation and communally fed in halls,
most were quickly directed to billets, something which, for such a large number,
would have been totally impossible in 1938.

ENDNOTES

1 Air Raid Precaution Handbook No. 1: Personal Protection against Gas (HMS50, 1938), 13

2 A very confused system of administering eivil defence did not help the efficency in preparing for
a likely war. The Government, choosing to play only a limited role, had delegated responsibility

to first and second tier councils, with co-ordination across the county in the hands of the County
Council but with Chichester City Corporation and Chichester Rural District Council having the
task of overseeing the component units (ARF, fire brigades, decontamination units and first aiders),
eventually appointing their own ARP officers. County Hall housed a completely separate bureau-
cracy and, at the time of the Munich erisis, was as ill-prepared as the two Chichester area lower tier
authorities. It was only upon the onset of the crisis that use was given of a garage under the Coun-
cil Chamber for ARF staff, rooms in County Hall were gas-proofed, and weak spots sand-bagged.

3 Civil defence for the city was co-ordinated from the Council House. F R Dinnis, the city's Chief
Engineer, was not appointed AR officer until February 1939 and was replaced soon after by Walter
Henry Brett, formerly a Superintendent of the West Sussex Constabulary, As for administering civil
defence in the rural area of Chichester, this was undertaken by the Rural District Council through
their offices in Westhampnett.
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CELEBRATING THE CORONATION OF
QUEEN ELIZABETH II IN CHICHESTER JUNE 1953
by Alan H | Green

Fig. 1: The 1953 coronation decorations in South Street, viewed through the Market Cross. The
large flags are flying from Shippam's shop (Chichester Photographic Services, copy courtesy
Chichester City Council)

Preamble

With the death of Queen Elizabeth I on 8 September 2022 and the coronation of
her successor, King Charles III, in May 2023, this is an appropriate time to review
how, 70 years ago in 1953, the late Queen’s coronation was celebrated in the City
of Chichester.

Chichester has long been the most loyal of English cities with all coronations
and jubilees since 1800 being marked in fine style by the Mayor and Corporation
with events in Priory Park and the city en féte with street decorations and parades.
For Queen Victoria's diamond jubilee in 1897 replica arches were erected on the
sites of the four city gates removed in the 18th century, and this exercise was
repeated for the coronations of King Edward VII in 1902 and King George V in
1911. Commemorative mugs were commissioned by the Mayor of the day (bear-
ing his name as well as the monarch’s) and given to school children at vast tea
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parties held in Priory Park. At the 1911 coronation, and at that of 1937 for King
George VI, silver and bronze medals, also bearing the name of the Mayor, were
presented to the children, and the same thing happened in 1935 for the silver
jubilee of King George V. In all cases nicely-printed souvenir programmes were
produced by the Corporation for sale to the public.?

When King George VI died on 6 February 1952 his demise and the accession
of Queen Elizabeth I was proclaimed, as was customary, at the Cross by the
Mayor - in this case Alderman George Purchase — to an assembled crowd
of some 500 people? The King is dead — Long live the Queen — the new
Elizabethan era had dawned. Once the date of the coronation had been
announced as being 2 June 1953, the collective thoughts of the Mayor and
Corporation turned to the celebration of the occasion in Chichester.
However, it was destined to be a much lower-key event than previous coronation
celebrations; it underwent severe birth pains and, unlike the royal visit three
years later, it has largely been forgotten by Cicestrians.

Planning a suitable Celebration

A Coronation Committee was set up under the direction of the Mayor, Alderman
Frank Worley, and chaired by Alderman George Purchase, which first met on 16
July 1952. Initial ideas included a firework display and children’s sports on the
Recreation Ground (but not at the same time!), decoration of the main streets,
a carnival, a concert for old people [sic] and floodlighting of the Cathedral
and Market Cross. It was also proposed to hold a mayoral coronation ball in a
marquee with a sprung floor for which it was hoped to hire the band of either
Billy Cotton or Ted Heath?

In September 1952 it was decided to invite designs for the street decorations and
award prizes for the three best entries, and also that the celebrations would end
with a pageant running from 11-13 June in the Bishop's Palace grounds to mark
the 700th anniversary of the death of 5t Richard. In addition it was to be suggested
at the next meeting of the Sussex Mayors’ Association that that a county-wide
subscription be launched to fund a coronation window for Chichester Cathedral
which would be dedicated by the Archbishop of Canterbury.

The organisation of the camival procession was neatly offloaded by the Council
onto the combined forces of the St Pancras Community Association and the
Whyke Association, whilst the children’s sports were delegated to Chichester
Amateur Athletic Association, Finally Mrs Sully’s funfair was booked to operate
for coronation day, and the day after, in the Sloe Fair Field.

As mentioned above, previous coronations had centred on events in Priory Park

and so the caterer J Lyons (Joe Lyons of Corner House fame) was approached
about staging a massive children’s tea party there.
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An outline programme was drawn up as follows:

Tues 2 June:  9.30 am Children’s Service at the Cathedral
11.15 am Service at the Cathedral
p.m: Sports on Recreation Ground
Children’s tea party in Priory Park
Funfair on Sloe Fair Field
Evening: Fireworks on Recreation Ground
Square dance at the Barracks

Weds 3 June:  Tree planting in Jubilee Gardens
Funfair
Concert for old people

So far, s0 good, but things soon started to unravel. The first idea to be axed
was the tea party in Priory Park as ] Lyons were unable to guarantee that the
necessary foodstuffs could be obtained (the country was still under a degree of
rationing at the time) and so, for the first time, Priory Park was not to be at the
centre of royal jollifications. Mrs Sully would not agree to pay the Council £100
for the privilege of staging the funfair, instead proposing that she donate 25% of
the takings. This was refused and so alternative tenders on the Council's terms
were invited from other showmen, but as none were received the funfair idea
was quietly dropped. Also dropped was the idea of the mayoral ball so neither
Billy Cotton nor Ted Heath were to strut their stuff in Chichester.

However the design competition had been a success and the first prize of 10
guineas was awarded to R Lewis Reynish, the second of eight guineas to Paul
Diggan and John Newton More, and the third of six guineas to Jennifer Tyler and
E Brian Tyler, a local architect. A sum of £1,000 was agreed for the decorations,
but as the Growers Mutual Aid Group had offered to plant up flower borders on
the north side of the cathedral for £30 it was agreed that the decorations would
only be displayed in North, South and East Streets. However, West Street was
actually fully adorned.

The souvenir coronation programme, designed by Mr Stewart Jones, would

have a print run of 2,000 and be put on sale at 6d, whilst every child aged 15 or
under would receive a free coronation mug,*
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Fig. 2: The 1953 Chichester coronation
mug was much less elaborate than
previous gfforts and the only thing to
associate it with Chichester was the CITY
OF CHICHESTER backstamp
underneath! (Author's collection)

A Utility” Celebration

The Coronation Committee regularly reported back to the full council meet-
ings, but curiously the minute books fail to record the disputes which broke
out over the potential cost of the celebrations. Fortunately however a reporter
from the Chichester Observer attended meetings and its edition of 10 January 1953
carried the banner headline: £215) CORONATION EXPENDITURE — Celebration
described as “Utility” only. Alderman Purchase, as chairman of the Coronation
Committee, had reported that the £2150 needed represented a 3d rate. This was
challenged by Councillor Stanley Roth who proposed a 2d rate instead which
would generate £1467. Alderman Purchase ‘cried emphatically’ “a 2d rate is to-
tally inadequate, if | had my way [ would put a 6d rate down.” A heated debate
followed which Purchase won — the 3d rate would be applied.

The public were given a breakdown of the proposed expenditure which makes
for interesting reacing;

£
Cathedral services 50
Sports 50
Carnival 75
Fireworks 150
Concert for Old People 75
Prizes for street decoration competition 25
Floodlighting 75
Coronation mugs for children 357
Flower beds in West Street 30
Decoration of the streets 1000
Contingencies 283

TOTAL 2150
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It also reported that the idea of a giant children’s tea party in Priory Park had
been abandoned and that instead the Council would be encouraging and
supporting individual street parties.

More trouble was reported in the Chichester Observer of 31 January 1953
under the headline CORONATION BILL COULD BE CUT. The 70-strong Keates
Ratepayers Association had written to the chairman of the Council’s Finance
Committee opposing the expenditure of £2150 and reminding the Council of
the Queen’s own edict that no undue expense be put upon the people. Amongst
the savings the Association suggested was putting the decorations out to
tender. The Town Clerk (Eric Banks) replied that “the letter was based upon
misapprehensions”. No action was to be taken.

A New Queen and a New Mayor

In May 1953 Councillor Alice Eastland was elected the city’s first female
mayor and she it was who was to have the honour of being Chichester’s
Coronation Mayor.> She was also one of the mayors invited to attend the
coronation service in Westminster Abbey and, apparently, the only Chichester
person to be so. Other Chichester representation in London was to be made by
the Royal Sussex Regiment who would be lining the route at Hyde Park Corner,
and some policemen who were being drafted in to augment the Met on the day. ©

CORONATION
TELEVISION

GREATLY IMPROVED RECEPTION
FRIOX

NEW B.B.C. SHOREHAM TRANSMITTER
Thiss {f 400 tine fo Arrwnas instailatien Fig. 3: An advertisement in the Chichester

MURPHY, 13l0. Table ............ Z61/0/0 Observer of 16 May 1953 by T F Lummus,

FERGUSON, 14in, Table ........ . E696/0 The coronation was the firsf to be televised

DECEA, Lasge it 3 '.;:'t. Serven  E165/0/0 vl dealars voere quuick to ewcourage fhe tale
P Y - ot up of television (stll @ minority achuity) so

T F LU that it could be watched at home. The

e . M M US impressipe size of the Decea sef's 4'x 3

wi© 49 South Street Thm sereen could only have been achizved by
CHICHESTER some sorf of magnifying device

(West Sussex Record Office)

Rallying Cries
As the day grew ever coser Alderman Purchase, the Coronation Committee
chairman, was obviously getting nervous for he had addressed a public

L&

meeting urging support which was reported in the Chichester Observer of 9 May
under a sub-heading “Enjoy yourselves” Celebration Chief. He is reported as having
said: “I do appeal from the bottom of my heart to the people of this city to take
advantage of what we are providing and to enjoy themselves ... but it is not
anything like what we had at our disposal at the coronation last time in terms
of purchasing power.” This last, rather desperate, message confirmed that it was
indeed to be a utility affair, but he ended with an upbeat announcement that the
Archbishop of Canterbury would be visiting the city on 13 June.

Unfortunately dissent was still in the air; there had been allegations that
Chichester traders might be cashing in on the event - something denied by Mr A
Lee, President of the Chamber of Commerce — and the design of the decorations
{black poles with silver spirals, and wooden banners in red and blue carrying the
city arms) was meeting with some criticism.

Fig. 4: A view along West Streef showing the
festooned coronation decorations. To the right,
outside the Dolphin and Anchor, can be seen
one of the black poles with silver spirals that
had received opprobrium

{Ken Green collection)

The souvenir programme issued by the Council was also criticised, the principal
censure being that its austerity nature made it disappointing as a souvenir and
there was nothing about it outwardly to identify it with the city, especially for
visitors.” I have been unable to locate a copy of the programme — the collections
at West Sussex Record Office, the Novium Museum and City Council are sadly
lacking in this respect. Presumably the wretched things were so underwhelming
they were soon thrown away.

Strangely the last entry in the Coronation Committee minute book was made for
24 April 1953 and the rest of the book is blank.® For what happened next we have
to rely on press reports.
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Fig. 5: Only two weeks to go — the coronation anmouncerment in the Chichester Observer of 25
May 1953 (West Sussex Record Office)
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The final programme - almost
The final arrangements for the great day across the district were announced in
a spread in the Chichester Observer on 23 May. In Chichester the programme was
to be:
Friday 29 June  Judging of best-decorated shops
Sunday 31 May  Coronation service at the Cathedral at 3pm attended by the
Mayor and Corporation
Tuesday 2 June 8 am Royal 21-gun salute
11.15 am Television relay to the Cathedral of the
coronation service
2.30 pm Children’s sports on the Recreation Ground
4.30 pm Presentation of sports prizes by the Mayor
6.30 pm Carnival procession*
9 pm Queen’s message relayed live to the Recreation Ground
10 pm Firework display at the Recreation Ground
8 pm to midnight Square Dance at the Barracks

* route: Cattle Market — Market Ave — South 5t — West 5t — Orchard 5t —
Morth 5t — East 5t — 5t Pancras — Recreation Cround.

Wednesday 3 June Old People’s Concert at Chichester High School for Girls
Thursday 4 June Planting of coronation tree in Jubilee Gardens by the Mayor

Last minute changes were made following this announcement; the sports
were moved to Priory Park for some unexplained reasom, and the Mayor
would be unable to present the sports prizes thereat as she would still be up in
London, this time fulfilling her obligations to the St John Ambulance Brigade in
Piccadilly Circus, so the duty was delegated to her deputy, Councillor William
Bray? Although unexplained, the moving of the sports from the Recreation
Ground did ensure that Priory Park’s roval role was continued, albeit in a much
reduced manner.

Smaller events were to take place in the surrounding villages of Birdham,
Bosham, Chidham, East and West Wittering, Funtington with West Stoke,
Hunston, Lavant, North Mundham, Selsey, and Sidlesham.

The Great Day

Coronation Day was marred by rain and a cool north-east wind across the country
but, through rose-coloured spectacles, the banner headline the Chichester Observer
of 6 June declared A CORONATION DAY OF CONTRASTS - Joyous Carnival
after a Quiet Morning and went on to give a glowing account. In the morning the
streets had been deserted as people gathered around television sets in houses,
churches and pubs to watch the coronation service, which had also been relayed
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to the Cathedral (presumably by wireless) where it was followed by a peal of
bells.

Street parties had taken place in Kingsham Avenue, Whyke Lane, Cleveland
Road, Kent Road, Swanfield Drive, Greenfield Road, Castleman Road, Mumford
Place, Hay Road and Orchard Street. The Orchard Street party was the largest
as it also included children from Orchard Gardens, Orchard Avenue, Avenue
Approach, 5t Paul’s Road, Tower Street and Chapel Street, a total of 150. All
Chichester children had been given a coronation mug. The sports in Priory Park
attracted a crowd of 800 and over 200 children aged up to 15 took part in races
competing for £25 of prize money.

Fig. 6: Part of the Orchard Street coronation party in 5t Bartholomew's Hall. The children's
crowns seem ko have been sponsored by Cow and Gate and Oxo. Sadly a corner of the photograph
has been torn off {Chichester Photographic Services image, copy courtesy Mrs Beryl
Turner, née Green, who appears in the photograph)

The carnival procession, comprising 30 vehicles, departed from the Cattle
Market and wound its way around the streets led by the City Band and a
military band (whose regiment was not specified) whilst poor Miss Chichester —
Miss Margaret Dummer - froze on the back of a lorry in her “flimsy dress’.
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In the evening the cathedral spire was floodlit by three searchlights provided
by the Territorial Army, and the building was also floodlit internally. The grand
finale, the fireworks display on the Recreation Ground, included a ‘glorious
picture’ of the Queen and Prince Philip.

To end the day some 400 made their way to the top of the Trundle where a
bonfire, built by the Boy Scouts, was lit promptly at 10pm, starting a sequence of
bonfires across the South Downs,

Two days later, Mayor Alice Eastland, fresh back from London, planted the
coronation tree, a cedar, in Jubilee Gardens adding to the royal collection started
in 1897.10 Unfortunately the plague commemorating the planting of the tree had
long since been lost but, by process of elimination and bringing in arboricultural
expertise, it has now been identified. In March 2023 a replacement plaque was
finally provided by Chichester District Council.

Fig. 7: The 1953 coronation tree in Jubilee Gardens loday, with — inset — the replacement plaque
{Author's collection)
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A Pageant and an Archiepiscopal Visit

The coronation events were followed by a pageant, staged in the forecourt of the
Bishop's Palace. Titled The Acls of 5t Richard and written by E Wenge-Oram, it
was to celebrate the 700th anniversary of the death of 5t Richard of Chichester.
Directed by Geoffrey Marwood of the Chichester Players, it was performed by
a cast of 450 over three days between 11 and 13 June. It comprised eight scenes,
each one presented by a different organisation. The second scene was acted by
the Dramatic Society from Chichester High School for Boys under the direction
of Mr William Wake with a cast of 16 from across the school’s age range, M Pope
of VIAL taking the role of the saint as a youth. As this was in the middle of their
‘Y and “A’ level exams, many of the boys had had to give up valuable revision
time."

The Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr Geoffrey Fisher, made a visit to Chichester
on Saturday 13 June as a guest of Bishop and Mrs Bell, when he presided at the
Eucharist at the Cathedral in the morning, after which he was guest of honour at
a reception held by the Mayor at the Council House. This was followed by a civic
luncheon before which the cathedral choristers sang grace. In the afternoon the
Archbishop returned to the Cathedral to dedicate the new coronation window
before attending a performance of The Acts of 5t Richard. His busy day ended
with tea in the grounds of the Palace.”

YISIT OF HIS GRACE THE
ARCHBISHOP OF CANTERBURY
TO CHICHESTER

*shall be F]nas:nrl

to be present at :
*am unable P

{a) The Mayor's Reception
(b} The Civic Luncheon

(¢} The Dedication of the new Ei ; 7
; : : 2. 8 (left): The reply card for the Mayor's
Coronation Window invitation to attend the events surrounding the
(d) The Acts of 5¢. Richard Archbishop of Canterbury’s visit (Chichester
(&) Tea in the Palace Grounds City Council)

* Ploase delele swiyare nacersary Fig. 9 (above): A ticket for the unoeiling and

N dedication of the coronafion window in
L s R ? Chichester Cathedral (Chichester City
Council)
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The Coronation Window

The appeal to the mayors of Sussex had been successful and a large new stained
glass window, to replace one in the south quire aisle which had been damaged
by a WWII bomb, was commissioned. Its four bays contain the arms of the
ten boroughs of Sussex — Rye, Arundel, Lewes, Brighton, Hove, Chichester,
Worthing, Eastbourne, Bexhill and Hastings. As we have seen it was dedicated
by the Archbishop of Canterbury on 13 June 1953 in the presence of Bishop Bell
and the Dean and Chapter.

Neither the Council minutes nor the newspaper reports deign to mention the
name of the artist which is rather disingenuous, especially as he had had so little
time in which to make the window. He was, in fact, Christopher Webb who was
no stranger to Chichester Cathedral having made the 12 replacement stained
glass windows for the north nave aisle in 1949. These though had been paid for
by the War Damage Commission and included charming commemaorations of
Oliver Whitby, founder of the eponymous school, and the composer and some-
time cathedral organist Thomas Weelkes.
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Fig. 10: The Coronation Window in the south quire aisle of Chichester Cathedrul
(Tmage courtesy of Audrey Scott)
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Envoi

The unveiling of the coronation window signalled the conclusion of Chichester’s
royal celebrations so it is a pity that the window is so little known by Cicestrians
as the attention of visitors has never been drawn to it by successive cathedral
guidebooks. Similarly it is a pity that so few are aware that Chichester has a 1953
Coronation tree as it has for so long been unmarked and not mentioned in any of
the city tree guides. The timely provision of a replacement plaque in March 2023
will hopefully put this right.

Dr Bishop, the Headmaster of Chichester High School for Boys, in his editorial
to the Summer Term 1953 school magazine The Martlet, stated that the school
[founded in 1928] had only seen one previous coronation and opined that ‘we
fervently expect that it will not be before the year 2000 that we celebrate another’.2
His expectations were to be wildly exceeded as it was to be 22 years into the
next century before, at the age of 96, Queen Elizabeth IT was to die and her son
Charles become King. What Dr Bishop didn't foresee though was that before
that further coronation his school would be no more; it closed in 2016 and the
buildings have been razed to the ground. Sic transit."
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CHICHESTER SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA -
FOUR KEY CONTRIBUTORS
by Greg Slay

Note: This article is based on Miscellaneous Paper 8843 now in the collection
at West Sussex Record Office. An overview companion article was also
published in the June 2023 Newsletter of the Chichester Society (website: https:/ /
chichestersociety.org.uk /).

The Chichester Orchestral Society — sometimes also referred to as the "Chichester
Amateur Orchestral Society’ and only much later (in 1981) modernised to
‘Chichester Symphony Orchestra’ — made its first formal appearance in print in
an advertisement in the Bognor Observer newspaper of 25 December 1889. The
surviving records of what immediately followed are sketchy, to say the least, and
it may have been the case that the musicians associated with the new Chichester
Amateur Orchestral Society were kept busy instead with a series of concerts held
under the auspices of the Chichester Musical Society - formed around the same
time.

On 13 November 1895, the Bognor Observer reported that the Chichester Amateur
Orchestral Society had held its ‘opening concert” the previous day in the Assembly
Room in The Council House in North Street, Chichester. The whole ensemble
numbered 36 players, 23 of whom were violinists, and all of whom were named
in the newspaper article.!

A follow-up concert took place on Tuesday 14 April 1896 when again, according to
the Bognor Observer, a ‘large and fashionable audience’ had gathered and * the various
items on the programnic were admirably rendered and reflected the greatest credit on
every member of the orchestra,” ?

Frederick Crowe

The orchestra’s name changed to ‘Chichester Orchestral Society’ in 1906 when
the incoming Organist and Master of the Choristers at Chichester Cathedral,
Frederick Crowe, took over as conductor. He continued to do so through
to 1929.3 Crowe also taught at Bishop Otter College — now the University of
Chichester — and at the private Chichester School that had been founded in 19242

Crowe was largely responsible in 1904 for the founding of what is now known
as the Southern Cathedrals Festival. Six years later he founded a Gilbert and
Sullivan Society that went on to become the Chichester Amateur Operatic
Society or CAOS.* Crowe died at the age of 67 in 1931. There is a memorial
tablet to him in Chichester Cathedral, adjoining the tablet for Gustav Holst; it was
given by staff and students at Bishop Otter College.

25



Fig. 1; The memorial tablet to Frederick Crowe, installed in the novth transept of Chichester
Cathedral (Author’s collection)

The Countess of March

The Countess of March, a talented amateur pianist, was soloist with the Chichester
Orchestral Society at concerts given in 1907, 1908 and 1912, Unfortunately, the
programme details have not survived. And, despite an extensive trawl of the
Goodwood Estate archives and correspondence with Goodwood staff earlier in
2023, there is no photographic record of the Countess of March at the piano
either® She later became Chairman of the Orchestral Society, with the Duchess
of Norfolk appointed as President.

Her full married name was Hilda Madeline Gordon-Lennox and she was the
grand-daughter of the railway pioneer Thomas Brassey, one of the wealthiest
self-made Victorians. The Brasseys were also keen foxhunters and her uncle was
Master of the Heythrop Hunt in Oxfordshire. Although the Brasseys were ‘new
money’ they no doubt moved easily in the higher echelons of Victorian society.
Even so, there was a view held that Hilda would not be the smart choice for a
future Duke of Richmond.

Born on 16 June 1872, she was one of twelve children. She was an accomplished
musician in her childhood where she had been educated at home by a governess.
She met her future husband whilst he and her own older brother Leonard were
both undergraduate students at Oxford. She married Lord Settrington (‘Set’ as
he was known) in 1893; she brought a Bechstein grand piano with her to the
marital home at Molecomb on the Goodwood Estate.” They gained the titles of

el

Earl and Countess of March when the 6th Duke of Richmond and Gordon died
in 1903. Hilda"s husband would later become the 8th Duke of Richmond and
Gordon in 1928 when he in turn inherited the dukedom from his father.

As Chairman of the Orchestral Society, it fell to the 8th Duchess of Richmond
and Gordon to welcome everyone to the Society’s 35th anniversary concert on
31 May 1934. There was an impressive array of Vice-Presidents in attendance in
the Assembly Room for that concert. These included her (ailing) husband the
8th Duke of Richmond and Gordon; Lady Louis Mountbatten; the Governor of
Canada - the 9th Earl of Bessborough; and the Bishop of Chichester. The
orchestra numbered 36 players in total.

The concert was tinged with sadness because the internationally renowned
English composer Sir Edward Elgar had died on 23 February and his death was
keenly felt. The programme included a performance of Mozart's “Maurerische
Trauvermusik’ (‘Masonic Funeral Music’) and the world premiere of Norman
Demuth’s ‘Merciles Beaute', set to words by Chaucer, and written for medium
voice and strings.

Norman Demuth, conductor and composer

During the 1920s the Chichester Orchestral Society gave concerts at the Picture-
drome in Chichester. Norman Demuth took over as the conductor in 1929. He
was largely self-taught as a musician — although he did receive some tuition
from the Royal College of Music in London, and from Dan Godfrey, conductor of
the then Bournemouth Municipal Orchestra (now the Bournemouth Symphony
Orchestra).

Over his lifetime he was a prolific composer® The orchestral piece ‘Selsey
Rhapsody’” was one of his first compositions to be noticed. According to
the programme notes for a concert by the Bognor Philharmonic Society,
conducted by Demuth, and relayed live by the BBC on the evening of Friday
1 April 1927, he had been inspired,

“by a view of Selsey Bill in the sunlight on a bright autumn morning. The music is
expressive of a gently undulating sea while underneath is heard the tolling of the bells of
the original Cathedral of Chichester, now beneath the waves.” ®

It is unclear if the piece was ever performed by the Chichester Orchestral Society.
There are no known surviving manuscripts but it is surely in need of a revival.

At the Society's concert in the Assembly Room in North Street on 28 April 1932
there was a performance of Demuth’s ‘ Aubade for Contralto and Orchestra’. The
soloist was Freda Townson to whom the work was dedicated, Another soloist at
the same concert was Leon Goossens, who played the solo part in the Handel
Concerto Grosso, number 8, for oboe and strings.
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