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The Society's annual season of lectures begins in September and ends in June.
There is also a guided walk or similar activity in July. For more details and the
latest information, head to our website at https://www.chichesterlocal

history.org.uk
The lecture* programme for 2022-23 includes, for example:

Chichester and the 1921 census (Philip Robinson)

Ralph Ellis, Great War soldier and artist (Sue Hepburn)

The Vikings and Sussex (Paul Ullson)

What the Victorians did for Chichester (Alan Green)

The Chichester Harbour oyster fishers (lan Friel)

Walter Hussey — patron of art and his legacy (Lewis Kent)

The history of cricket in Priory Park (Bruce Ruddock)

Georgian Sussex by the sea (Sue Berry)

Medieval life in the Cathedral Close (Hilary Sloan)

The history and heritage of Graylingwell — guided walk (Greg Slay)

*Whilst we would all like to believe the Covid-19 pandemic is behind us, and we
‘need to live with Covid’ moving forwards, there is always the possibility that
in-person lectures may need to be replaced with online alternatives.

The Society’s AGM will be held on 14 December 2022 and further details will be

announced nearer the Hme.

Fromt cover: Chichester Cathedral floodlit with blue light by the Chichester Festival Theatre’s light-
ing team on 30 April 2020 as a tribute to the NHS during the pandemic (Chichester Cathedral,
Daniel Smith)

Back cover: As the Festival Theatre celebrates its 6(0th birthday, this blue plaque in Little London
remembers some of the many who trod the boards there and who have also eaten out in the city
for the fuller Chichester experience! (Greg Slay)
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EDITORIAL

hether royalist or republican, local or further afield, we have celebrated
2022 - a year of many anniversaries and celebrations — through all
manner of street parties and other activities.

Locally for example, Chichester Canal celebrates its bicentenary, Chichester
City Band its 125th birthday, and St Wilfrid's Hospice its 35th birthday. The
Festival of Chichester and the MNovium Museum are ten years old. The
Chichester International Film Festival has made it to 30 years, whilst both
Pallant House Gallery and the Consort of Twelve celebrate their 40th birthdays.
And Chichester Festival Theatre opened its 60th birthday year with a world
premiere debut play by local author Kate Mosse who adapted her own best-
selling gothic thriller that is set in and around Chichester. Many of these
anniversaries have been combined in Culture Spark, a district-wide and
multiple venues celebration that got under way in March and ends in October.
The “Art of Chichester’ exhibition (and accompanying book) at the Novium
Museum shows how rich and diverse is the city’s current artistic scene.

May I remind readers of the invitation in Chichester History 37 to document
your own memories from this year’s many events? Hopefully you will have
been able to take part in some of the celebrations, and will have something to
report to your own families and /or social networks. If you make notes of your
reflections, local historians and researchers (through West Sussex Record Office,
for example) would love to be able to read them in years to come.

As a result of the re-emergence of the Black Lives Matter movement in 2020
attention has rightly been drawn to aspects of our past that may have been
overlooked. Chichester’s own history should not be immune to such inspection.
Richard Childs has delved deep into the historical records and has provided
both a lecture and an article for this annual Journal that should stimulate further
research.

Sincere thanks to everyone else who has volunteered articles this vear. [ do
hope you will make your own new discoveries about the Chichester you know
or thought you knew. I am very grateful to Pauline Newton who continues to
turn our efforts into the published format, to Katherine Slay for her proof-
reading, and to West Sussex Record Office for assistance with sourcing
photographs and other records — and for providing permission to use them.

I look forward to your feedback and contributions to future issues.

Greg Slay

ABOUT OUR AUTHORS

Andrew Berriman has been a member of the Society since 1985, and has been
its Chairman, Secretary and Journal Editor. He has given regular talks to Society
members, and written many articles for this Journal. His recent books are In
Search of Lavant (2020) and In Search of Fifty South Downs Villages (2021); In
Search of Chichester comes out this autumn.

Bruce Barker-Benfield was a curator of medieval manuscripts at the Bodleian
Library, Oxford, for 44 years, and was also responsible for the Bodleian’s Shelley
collections. In 1992 he curated the Bodleian's bicentenary exhibition for
P B Shelley’s birth. In 2008 his edition of the 15th — century library catalogue of
5t Augustine’s Abbey, Canterbury — ‘a weekend task’ — was published by the
British Academy. In retirement, he continues to explore both medieval
manuscripts and papers from Shelley’s lifetime.

Richard Childs came to Chichester in 1993 when he was appointed as the
County Archivist at West Sussex Record Office. On retirement in 2011 he became
Chairman of the Chichester Society, in which role he continued until 2017.

Alan H J Green was born in Chichester and still lives in the city. A chartered
civil engineer by profession, he has a deep interest in architectural history,
particularly the Georgian period. He conducts guided walks around Chichester,
gives lectures on the city’s history, and has published a number of books about
aspects of the city.

Andrew Shaxson is chair of Harting, and of Elsted and Treyford, Parish
Councils. He was a district councillor for twenty years, and has been a parish
councillor since 1987. He has always lived in Elsted, and enjoys researching and
‘spaking up’ all aspects of local history. He is old enough to have drunk at the
Royal Oak with Alf Ainger.

Greg Slay moved to Chichester with his wife Katherine in 1991 and has pursued
various interests in heritage, identity and place ever since. He works at County
Hall in the city. Greg has been the Editor of Chichester History since volume 33
(2017); he was also Editor for volumes 22-26 (2006-10 inclusive). He has
contributed a range of articles for this Journal over the years.

Barry Smith is the host of Open Mic Poetry at New Park Centre, Chichester.
Together with Joan Secombe, he is the director of Chichester Poetry and editor of
Poetry & All That Jazz, a magazine published annually in connection with the
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Poetry & Jazz Café, the headline poetry event of the Festival of Chichester. It
brings together emerging writers with established poets. As well as co-
ordinating the Festival of Chichester, Barry is director of the South Downs Poetry
Festival. His own collection, Performance Rites, is available from Waterloo Press.

David Wilson retired to Chichester in 2002. He has been involved in voluntary
work for Fishbourne Roman Palace and West Dean Gardens and for several
years was on the Chichester Society executive committee both as Secretary and
Treasurer. He rapidly developed an interest in family history after a ‘Long Lost
Family” episode revealed a multitude of cousins in New Zealand. David reckons
that he has walked or cycled more than 90% of the rights of way within 20 miles
of Chichester.

Brian Worsfold moved from Hampshire to Sussex in 1985 when he joined
Chichester Local History Society. He followed Garry Long as Secretary. Brian is
an honorary Life Member of the Society. He has also contributed a range of
articles to Chichester 1 listory over the years.

Sloe Fair is back! Undeterred by heaoy rain, Chichester revellers return on Wednesday 20
October 2021 (Greg Slay)

4

THE ELUSIVE CHAMPION'S COURT, SOMERSTOWN
by Alan H [ Green

suspect few will recognise the address ‘Champion’s (a.ka. Champion*) Court,

Chichester” but that is not be surprised at. In its possessive variant it sounds a
very modern appellation — could it perhaps be a name recently bestowed upon
new a development and intended to commemorate some local sporting celebrity?
Well no; it actually dates from the early 19th century and was expunged nearly 60
vears ago. Ever obscure, you will search in vain for it on maps for, even though it
is plotted on the Ordnance Survey it is not named thereon, and its anonymity was
perpetuated by its not being listed in directories before the 1920s. As if all that
were not enough, it could have been difficult to find on the ground unless you
knew precisely where to look. One must assume, however, that the GPO
acknowledged its existence and that residents received their post!

Where and what was Champions Court?

Champion's Court was a close of eight dwellings in Somerstown, tucked away
behind No 2 High Street and unseen because its only means of access was on
foot via a gloomy 66" (20m) long arched passageway - a tunnel in effect - built
through the southern terrace of High Street, between Nos 2-3.

Building of the east side of Somerstown commenced with High Street in 1811,
and plots at its east end, near the junction with the New Broyle (now Broyle
Road) including Nos 2 and 3, were developed by George Gatehouse. James
Champion, a gunsmith whose premises were in East Street Chichester, bought
the residue of a 1000-year lease on some High Street properties from Lot Adames
and Sophia Battershell in May 1834, and in April 1836 the freehold of 10
Somerstown premises was released to his trustees by Lot Adames. From the
descriptions in the release indenture these premises included 2-3 High Street and
the eight dwellings built behind it, six of which are described as ‘cottages’. These
eight dwellings were to acquire the epithet Champion’s Court.! Now the trouble
with property deeds is that whilst they tell you what buildings were on a site at
the time it was sold they don't tell you when they are built, so we can't be certain
when Champion’s Court was actually constructed, or by whom. In view of its
name though it was most likely James Champion himself was responsible, either
in whole or in part. That same year, 1836, James ['.'hampiun was elected a member
of the Common Council; his star was in the ascendancy.?

Sadly I have been unable to find any photographs either of Champion's
Court itself or the entrance to it — but I live in hope.

* Both terms seem to have had equal currency. In directory entries and on Census returns
Champion is used, but in property deeds and newspaper reports it is Champion’s. Pearl Goodman
also refers to it as Champion’s Court suggesting that must have been the local parlance as well.
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Fig. 2: A corresponding (but unadulterated)
extract from the coloured version of the 1:500
which distinguishes buildings and gardens
more clearly. I can be seen that outhouses
(including lavatories) at the ends of gardens in
Broyle Road abutted the back walls of
Champion's Courl. The thick red lines heve
indicate boundary walls. The small building
against the west garden wall is the communal
lavatory for Nos 3-8 To help you get your

Fig. 1: An extract from the 1875 OS5 of Somers-
town at 1:500 scale shewing the east end of
High Street and its junction with Broyle Road.
The boundary of Champion’s Court is indicated
in red. The street to the south is George Street.
(West Sussex Record Office)

bearings, the "L’ shaped building at the bottom ~_

right-hand corner still exists - it's now

The Bell. {Author's collection)

Fig. 1 is an extract from the 1875 Ordnance Survey on which I have marked
the boundary of Champion's Court and numbered the dwellings. The
passageway through the High Street terrace is indicated by the crossed lines.
You will see that the close consisted of two larger dwellings (Nos 1-2) at the
north within a walled garden, followed by a further six (Nos 3-8) having
common gardens to the west, and abutting garden outhouses of Broyle Road on
the east. The first two dwellings had a much smaller footprint than was the
norm for High Street, and the other six were positively miniscule. All had been
built on what was previously garden ground, and the passageway was
originally intended to give access to the rear of High Street, probably for the
night soil men. Similar passages can still be seen in Cavendish and Washington
Streets. Whoever built it had created sub-standard dwellings for renting to the
poor — slums for the future in fact.

Nos 1-2 Champion’s Court were sold at auction in August 1889 and the sale
particulars tell us that No 1 consisted of a sitting room, kitchen and three
bedrooms with a back yard and front garden, whilst No 2, offered a sitting room,
wash house, two bedrooms and a back yard. Both had sitting tenants who paid
weekly rents.? They were obviously two storeys high and we can assume they
were of brick with either slated or tiled roofs.

No such information is available for Nos 3-8 but we can glean something
about their form from the 1911 Census for then, unlike in 2021 when we only
had to state the number of bedrooms, all ‘habitable’ rooms had to be recorded
by the enumerator®, which definition included kitchens but not bathrooms
(as if!). All six had only two rooms each and hence must have been single storey.
An insurance certificate for 19004 records that they were of brick with tiled roofs
and the latter suggests that they were of lean-to construction, built against the
garden wall separating the close from the houses in Broyle Road. On the other
side of this wall lean-to outhouses and lavatories had also been built This is
where a photograph would be so useful. We can see from the OS that a
communal lavatory block was provided on the far side of the garden, and from
its proportions this probably housed three ‘thunderboxes’ — one for each pair of
dwellings.

Scaling from the 1:500 OS, the footprint of each of these measures 4.8 m deep
x 4.0m wide (15°6" x 13'1") which, after deducting for the thicknesses of the
walls, gives a floor area of only 16.4m? (176.53ft?). These dwellings were
equivalent to what today would be termed a bedsitting room intended as cheap,
unpretentious living for one person and comprising just a living-cum-bedroom
and a kitchen.

*The enumerator had obviously been made aware of Champion’s Court despite its anonymity.
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James Champion died in 1854 in Bursledon, Hampshire, and his various
Somerstown properties underwent several changes of ownership both before
and after his demise. In June 1889 No 2 High Street and 1-2 Champion’s Court
were conveyed to Douglas and C ] Henty of the famous brewing family who,
two months later, included them in an auction of a number of their properties
across Chichester. This auction was held on 8 August 1889 by Hobgen Bros, and
Lot 21, comprising 2 High Street and 1-2 Champion’s Court, was knocked down
to William Butler.

Fig 3: The best I can come up with photographically. A 19505 view along High Street from
Broyle Road with No 2 High Street indicated. By referring to the maps at Figs 1 and 2, No 1
High Street and its garden wall can be identified. Everything in this view has been lost. If you
stand here now you will be facing a high brick wall enclosing the architecturally-challenged

1970s Somerstown development. (The Novium Museum)

In September 1896 William Butler also bought Nos 3-8 Champion's Court
from Mary Ellen Ellis of Selsey and the conveyance usefully records the width
of the passageway (4'8") and that it was arched. William Butler now owned the
whole of Champion’s Court and his portfolio included several other houses in
High Street.

Life in Champion's Court
Champion’s Court certainly did house the very poor, and in overcrowded
conditions. At the 1911 Census 28 people were inhabiting the eight dwellings;

the two rooms of No 3 being inhabited by five persons and those in No 6 by four.
For this to happen there would have to have been beds in the kitchen so the
conditions can only be imagined. Only No 8 had a single occupant. Of the two
larger dwellings, the five rooms of No 1 were occupied by three persons, but the
four of No 2 housed no fewer than nine. The wretchedness would have been
compounded by the back walls abutting the lavatories of Broyle Road thus
providing interesting noises —and possibly smells — off. It was, in short, a shanty
town.

The occupations in 1911 of those of working age are recorded as being
labourers (4), hawkers (2), a porter, a delivery boy, a blacksmith, a gravel digger
and a bricklaver. Two boys are listed as being pupils. Interestingly 16 of those 28
had been born in Chichester.

The Court’s reputation became unsavoury and it seems that most other
Somerstown residents preferred to draw a discreet veil over it. Pearl Goodman
(née Turner) was born and brought up in Somerstown and in her memoir,
A String of Pearls, she paints a vivid picture of her childhood there in the 1920s
and has this to say about Champion's Court:®

Opposite was Chanmpion's Court, almost a ghetto for the poor and rejected,
peopled only by their own kind.

She always dreaded passing its entrance:

I turned the corner, clutching in my hand a hair ribbon and comb for my
aunt to tie a butterfly bow. This alone segregated me for all time, as I had
to pass Champion’s Court where children, some with only dresses and no
underclothes or shoes, belonged to the very poor families who lived side by
side with the well fed. One did not go into the Court, but I longed to see
inside and ask them what they had for their dinner — if any! When I passed
they laughed and called out, and I screwed my detestable ribbon tighter in
my hand...

Having said that though, there was one aspect of Champion’s Court life she

envied:

I know I was known as “the kid who never got dirty’... The little girls of
Champion’s Court made me feel a privilege I never wanted. I longed to
take off my shoes and socks and run bare-footed down the street. Once in
the allotment I tried to walk on water like Jesus, and was lifted out covered
with slime. I walked the whole of High Street in this state; | had never been

so happy.



Fig. 4: A charming illustration from A String of Pearls shewing the entrance to Champion’s
Court. Pearl Goodman drew all the illustrations for the book and herve she depicts herself facing
some of the residents at the entrance to their ‘tunnel’. Drawn from memory over 60 years on, the
passageway is shewn as much wider than its actual 4° 87, but to a small child’s eye things always
appeared bigger than they really were, so she has recorded the impression she gained. Note that the
narne Champion’s Court was displayed on the brickivork above the arch.

{(Courtesy of Michael Anselm, executor of the late Pearl Goodman)

Champion’s Court was obviously a no-go area. At the time of which Pearl
was writing its residents were often reported as being up before the Beak; in
May 1924 Charles White was fined 7s 6d for keeping a dog without a licence,
and in September that year Joseph Ferren, a jobbing gardener who lived at
MNo. B, was charged with stealing jewellery valued at £60 from a house in
Apuldram. In November 1927 that same Joseph Ferren was sharing his home
with his 19-year-old nephew who broke into the gas meter, relieved it of 15s 10d
and then pocketed his uncle’s Ingersoll watch. Ferren shopped said nephew to
the police who pleaded guilty and was bound over for £10.7

Joyce McKenzie, another past Somerstown resident, published her evocative
Memories of Somerstown — A Tribute to a Community in 2008, but makes only one
brief mention of Champion’s Court, which she describes as ‘much maligned by
some’. When gathering material for the book a lady wrote to her about her aunt,
Mrs Williams, who had lived there with her family of nine and worked as a
cattle drover, even when heavily pregnant.® The 1937 Kelly's Directory lists an
Ernest Williams at 2 Champion’s Court so at least she had one of the larger
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dwellings — but with eleven in its four rooms it would still have been
uncomfortably overcrowded.

In the single-storey section adjacent, dwellings were intermittently annexed
to form larger accommodation. In Fig. 1 it can be seen that in 1875 Nos 5-6 are
indicated as one, but by the 1911 Census they had reverted to being individual
dwellings, whilst the 1926 Directory lists a Mrs White as occupying both Nos 3-4.
This perhaps hints at the substance of the party walls if openings could be so
easily created and resealed for this purpose.

A final change of Ownership and the beginning of the end

Champion's Court eventually came to the attention of the Corporation's
Medical Officer of Health who reported to the Sanitary, Drainage and
Waterworks Committee on 26 June 1929 that Nos 3-8 ‘are in a state so dangerous
or injurious to health as to be unfit for human habitation”. The Committee
resolved to write to the owners drawing their attention to the problem and
pointing out the need for urgent remedial work. By August 1930 nothing had
obviously been done for the Medical Officer of Health reported to the Sanitary
Committee that month that representations for closing (i.e. condemning) Nos 3-8
had been put in hand and owners and occupiers would be invited to attend the
next committee meeting to put forward any cause or just impediment why
closure should not happen.

Whether any such causes were put forward is not recorded, but at the
Sanitary Committee’s September meetings it was resolved that Nos 1-8
Champion's Court along with Nos 2-5 and 68-71 High Street should be
purchased by the Corporation and Nos 3-8 Champion’s Court demolished.” All
these properties were in the estate of the now-late William Butler.

William Butler had died on 1 November 1924, so in 1931 the Coropration bought
the properties in High Street and Champion’s Court from his executors. The 16
properties netted just £200 for Butler's estate which is equivalent to only £59,220
today and a mere £3,700 per property on average. Equivalent properties to High
Street on the west side of Somerstown now change hands for over £400,000!

The conveyance, dated 2 May 1931, records that the Corporation had
exercised their rights under Part Il of the Housing Act 1925 to acquire land and
houses for the provision of housing accommodation for the working classes,
and they had doubtless used this to drive a hard bargain.!?

They had bought these houses to increase their stock of council housing, but
the pestilential Nos 3-8 Champion’s Court were beyond redemption and were
duly demolished in June 1931; from now on Champion’s Court consisted of only
two houses, Nos 1-2, which were renovated and let for 8 shillings per week. An
offer to purchase the paving from the demolished area of Champion’s Court
raised a useful £5 for the municipal coffers.1!
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The Ultimate End
In 1957 Chichester City Council decreed the east side of Somerstown to be a
slum area and resolved to undertake compulsory purchase of all 171 properties
for demolition: the 1931 purchase of Butler's High Street properties having
given them a head start of course. The outrage was bitterly opposed by the
populace since, although many of the houses were in a run-down condition
owing to inattention by uncaring absentee landlords, they were capable of being
renovated and modernised as was to happen on the west side which got a
reprieve. Councillors also claimed that they lacked modern amenities, but so
did so many smaller Chichester houses in the 1950s. Stanley Roth, a local
architect, campaigned for their retention and restoration and no less a personage
than Sir Laurence Olivier staged a supporting campaign in the national press.
Sadly all fell on deaf ears and the Council embarked on a disgraceful and
unforgivable act, an act which still sticks in the throats of older Cicestrians.
The demolition took place during Chichester’s annus horribilis of 1964 and
everything, save for two pubs, The Bell and The Rainbow, was flattened,
including the remains of Champion’s Court. Two thirds of a community was
obliterated. However, whilst High, George and Cross Streets were to be fondly
remembered and lamented, Champion’s Court was quickly forgotten. Few
today have ever heard of it.

Envoi

Poor is a relative term. The wealthy residents of Summersdale in their vast
houses in Lavant Road, The Avenue and Brandy Hole Lane would have regarded
Orchard Street, where I was brought up in the 1950s, as a poor area. We were a
household of seven - three generations - living in a small, three-bedroom
Victorian terrace house with only one heated room and no bathroom. For our
first few years there our ablutions were carried out in tin baths before the open
fire in the living room until my father installed a proper bath - in the kitchen! We
also had no car and no telephone, so by comparison with Summersdale, we were
poor, although we certainly did not consider ourselves such.

We in turn though thought the residents of Somerstown were poor as they
lived in even smaller houses than ours, often with larger households and many
having no electricity. Joyce McKenzie's book paints a portrait of a community
which, although not wealthy, was still proud, displaying crisp net curtains at
sparkling windows, whitening their doorsteps and exhibiting the spirit of true
neighbourliness.

Those living out of sight, crammed into decaying Champion’s Court
however were the truly poor of Chichester — poor by everyone’s standards.
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TEACHING AT THE PREBENDAL SCHOOL IN 1822
by Bruce Barker-Benfield

Note from the Editor: A longer version of this article, together with a transcript of the
letter, scans of the original letter, and the original letter itself, has been puf on deposit at
West Sussex Record Office. The catalogue reference there is AM 1603,

Anew Assistant at the Prebendal School, Chichester, describes life and
teaching there, in a letter to his brother dated 20 February 1822. The writer,
R. Thompson, is a young man from the North of England. He feels
uncomfortable and isolated, far from friends and family, as he is plunged into
full teaching duties on the morning after his arrival. By the time he writes home,
a few weeks later, he is finding his feet and noticing differences between North
and South. He intends to stay until reaching the minimum age for ordination
{twenty-three to twenty-four), for which as an evangelical he thinks it safest to
return North.

Thompson's first name, identity and dates remain a mystery, but more is
known about his correspondent. William Dawson Thompson (1781-1844) must
be some twenty vears older than his brother, and has helped him with
‘unavoidable expences” for the move south. ‘George” and “Thomas’, mentioned
without surnames, are probably also their brothers. William is a clergyman,
married with children, and deputizes as minister at the Horton Parochial
Chapelry, Northumberland. He is also Head of a boarding academy at Crow
Hall, Cramlington - hence his professional as well as personal interest in
Chichester's famous school.

The Head Master of the Prebendal School is George Bliss (1782-1856) — "Mr
B’ in the letter - now nearing the end of his reign there (1808-24). The Head
Master is ex officio a prebendary of the Cathedral - the formal source of the
school's endowment - but Mr Bliss combines this with the post of Perpetual
Curate of Funtington, nearly five miles away, and rides there every Sunday on
his excellent horse. Thompson is in awe of him, both admiring and critical,
declaring his language elevated but his manner less graceful than that of a well-
regarded northern headmaster, Mr Moises [of the Royal Grammar School,
Newcastle]. Mr Bliss does not socialize, and spends most of his time in his study.
As an explanation for this aloofness, the reported death of his wife in childbirth
‘has I think quite alienated his affections from the world'.

The other Assistant, ‘Mr [V, just a few years older than Thompson, is more
friendly: he is John Davies (1795-1861), a clergyman and (from 1820) Stipendiary
Curate at Chichester's Subdeanery church of 5t Peter the Great. The two
Assistants have shared wine and fruit at Davies's lodgings on Saturday
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afternoons, when Davies has recited his own poetical translations from his
native Welsh. He has already published a volume of poems (not readily
identifiable). On Sundays, Bliss and Davies are away at their churches, leaving
Thompson in sole charge: ‘I can assure you | am not a little proud at the head of
the Table surrounded by so many young nobles all obedient to my nod".

Thompson is anxious about his own sodal position, having been warned
that Assistants in Southern schools might be considered as mere upper servants
- but he is reassured by what he finds. The actual servants treat him well,
anticipating his wishes and providing excellent meals, warm every day, with
cocoa morning and afternoon. His evenings are solitary but comfortable, as he
reads alone in the parlour with a good fire and two candles — and his bedroom
has a commanding view of the Cathedral and Bishop's Palace.

He boasts of the high status of his pupils: sons of noblemen; two sons of the
Bishop of Gloucester, the younger sharper than the older; and half a dozen sons
of generals in the army, who speak French well after long stays in France. The
ages of the boys when specified go from ten to fifteen, though perhaps this was
not the full range. No distinction is made between day boys and boarders,
though the latter were presumably those whom Thompson supervised on
Sundays. The boys are kind to Thompson, praising his handwriting and calling
it an honour to lend him their own books.

Glimpses of the school’s curriculum and schedule are provided, though not
a complete picture. The boys have two lessons in classics before breakfast; Mr
Bliss appears for the second of these, at a quarter to nine. There are classes in
Latin (Virgil, Cornelius Nepos) and Greek (Homer, Demosthenes, Herodotus),
that is, both verse and prose writers, with special emphasis on learning rules of
grammar and parsing texts. Thompson has about 18 boys in his Virgil class,
many only ten or eleven years old. A beginners’ class of about 20 boys are
starting on Greek grammar and construe.

Thompson's Homer class includes a nobleman’s son, only about twelve
years of age; and many boys aged around thirteen to fifteen have already read
‘all Homer" and are now studying Demosthenes and Herodotus. Each morning
the boys are given gobbets of text to analyse — a standard 80 lines of Virgil - and
every Wednesday morning they revise and repeat their whole week's work to
Mr Bliss. Discipline is strict, but keeps them active and attentive: ‘the least
mistake renders them liable to such a flogging as is rarely heard of in the North'.

Standard textbooks for Latin and Greek are mentioned. Mr Bliss swears by
Richard Lyne's Latin primer (1795) as best for beginners, along with Eton Greek
and Latin Grammars. Thompson persuades him to order copies of Richard
Valpy's Delectus sententiarum Graecarum (1815), a selection of elementary
extracts in Greek. The emphasis on parsing - analysis of the grammatical
structure of each sentence — would have encouraged mental discipline and
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logical thought. Other exercises mentioned, requiring knowledge and skill, are
Latin verses — metrical compositions, most likely in hexameters or elegiac
couplets — and ‘themes’ or prose essays in English or Latin.

The classics are studied in the morning, before dinner; and, given the early
start, there is also time before dinner for Mr Bliss to take the boys out for a walk
of about an hour and a half. Other subjects are reserved for the afternoon, but
only two are mentioned: Mathematics, including Euclid, and Handwriting:
‘they look upon my writing almost as Copperplate’. Thompson's letter does
indeed start in fine, formal copperplate, but rapidly descends into more cursive
style, with dense cross-writing. One young gentleman is learning the pianoforte,
and Thompson rather fancies learning it too - provided his brother approves.

Besides schoolwork, the three teachers share their other life of church duties
or attendance, preaching, and the study of theology. Mr Bliss ‘gets most of the
best books in Divinity that come out’, and generously offers Thompson the run
of his library; he subscribes to hefty periodicals such as The Christian Observer
and The Christian Guardian. Thompson has heard Mr Bliss preach twice - ‘not
naturally eloquent, though he uses great exertion and is very animated.”

Every Sunday, Thompson “has the blessing of hearing three excellent Gospel
sermons’, and another on Thursday evening. The Reverend Stephen Barbut
delivered the Sunday morning and evening sermons at the Chapel of St John the
Evangelist. Thompson takes the boys with him there, rather than to the
Cathedral: Mr Davies of the Subdeanery Church gives the Sunday afternoon
sermon. There is no mention of any participation by boys of the School in the
Cathedral choir; nor indeed of any charitable function for the school, or
outreach to poorer children.

Although Bliss, Davies and Barbut each hold a curacy — and Bliss as a
Prebendary preaches occasionally in the Cathedral - they are all evangelicals, to
whom, Thompson believes, the near-nonagenarian Bishop (John Buckner) and
his clergy are very hostile. With his preference for ‘Gospel sermons’ Thompson
is also an evangelical, which is why, he says, when he reaches the right age he
will bypass the ancient Bishop and return North to be ordained. But maybe
Thompson exaggerates the Bishop's hostility. In January 1824, the Reverends
Bliss, Davies and Barbut will be listed together as founding members of the
Chichester and Western Sussex Auxiliary Society for Promoting Christianity
Amongst the Jews — Patron, the Lord Bishop of Chichester.

George Bliss receives scant notice in histories of the Prebendal School. ‘In
1818 he had forty boys, boarders and day boys included; the former at 60
guineas, the latter at eight guineas a year. Mr Bliss seems to have fallen on lean
years' [Victoria County History of Sussex, 1907, volume 2 page 409]. The rental
income from the prebend’s land - endowment was too low, due to slow
turnover of lease — renewals with long — lived tenants. Bliss's successor Charles
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Webber (1824-40) - a pluralist, Archdeacon of Chichester since 1808 — is said to
have revived the school’s fortunes, nearly doubling the number of boys to some
seventy or eighty, half of them boarders, and enabling it to become ‘the
fashionable place for children to be educated ... patronised equally by the gentry
of both county and city’ [Neville Ollerenshaw, 1984, A History of The Prebendal
School, page 14]. But under the next Head Master, Thomas Brown (1840-79), the
school “fell to pieces’; it was down to 18 boys in 1866, all under 14 years of age.
The fortunes of the school evidently waxed or waned with each Head Master.
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Fig. 1: Thompson's letter io his brother, dated 20 February 1822, page 1. (Author's collection)
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Thompson's letter helps to flesh out and perhaps redeem the picture of the
school under George Bliss. Whatever its size, the school appears to be
flourishing, under a stable regime. In 1822 Thompson reports that the boys are
receiving an excellent classical education, even if flogging was integral to the
method: ‘I never heard boys read Virgil so well ... they parse and quote all their
Latin rules to admiration’. He does not record the total number of boys, but the
class sizes he mentions (18 or 20 pupils) seem respectable. The daily classes will
have been provided mostly by the two Assistants, but weekly repetitions to the
Head Master also form part of the routine. There is no shortage of books,
whether textbooks for the school or new theology for the Head Master's library;
and the boys have their own books of all kinds.

One signal that all might not be well might be the sudden reception of
Thompson himself: barely 20 years old, the new Assistant is rushed headlong
into the classroom. This sounds like a hasty appointment; and Thompson's
evangelical leanings might have influenced his selection. Only one other
teacher, the Welsh-speaker John Davies, is mentioned alongside Mr Bliss
himself. By contrast, William Dawson Thompson's academy at Crow Hall even
had its own resident dancing-master, named as such in the county gazetteer.

At Chichester, Thompson's solitary evenings suggest he is the only resident
teacher, apart from the Head Master. Davies must have left the Prebendal School
soon afterwards: in 1823 he became Vicar of 5t Pancras, Chichester, got married,
and set up his own boarding school with his wife at his new vicarage. Their
daughter, Emily Davies (1830-1921), became the co-founder of Girton College in
Cambridge.

All these schoolmasters — Bliss, Davies, Thompson's brother — make their
livings by combining teaching with paid livings in the Church of England. Their
income could be precarious, and partially dependent on school fees from their
upper-class pupils. At the end of this letter, Thompson commiserates with his
brother over ‘the inconveniences occasioned by Mr Messenger's neglect’. This
was the Reverend Robert Messenger, Perpetual Curate of Horton, whose duties
were farmed out to William Thompson as stand-in minister: accusations of
neglect were surely inevitable.

This long letter provides a flavour of what it was like to teach at a cathedral
grammar school with dwindling income in the late Georgian era, and to aspire,

even as an evangelical, towards a life of teaching and preaching within the
established church.
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CHICHESTER'S SLAVE OWNERS
by Richard Childs

Note from the Editor: A longer version of this article, together with a copy of the
illustrated lecture of that article, has been put on deposit at West Sussex Record Office.
The catalogue reference is MP 8780.

Background

In 1807 the Abolition of the Slave Trade Act came into force. It made the trans-
Atlantic trade in slaves from Africa to the British colonies illegal. However, it
did not abolish slavery: this would take a further 26 years to achieve. To combat
illicit transportation following the 1807 Act, many British Colonies began
keeping registers of slaves who had been so-called ‘lawfully enslaved’. In 1819
the Office for the Registry of Colonial Slaves was established in London and
copies of the slave registers kept by the colonies were sent to this office. The
registers continued until 1834,

After decades of campaigning, the Slavery Abolition Act 1833 provided for
the immediate abolition of slavery in most parts of the British Empire. This Act
made the purchase or ownership of slaves illegal within the British Empire, with
just a few exceptions.

The Slave Compensation Act 1837 was the first act of compensated
emancipation. It authorised the Commissioners for the Reduction of the
MNational Debt to compensate slave owners in the British colonies of the
Caribbean, Mauritius, and the Cape of Good Hope in the amount of
approximately £20 million for freed slaves. As slaves were considered to be
property, their freedom could not be achieved without their owners being
compensated for their loss.

The sum of £20 million compensation constituted 40% of the Treasury's
annual tax receipts or approximately 5% of British Gross Domestic Product
(GDF). The £20 million would be worth the equivalent of £1.5 billion today.

Some 47,000 awards to slave owners were issued. Some of the payments
were converted into 3.5% government annuities. The final payouts were made
as recently as 2015.

Half of the £20 million went to slave-owning families in the Caribbean and
Africa, while the other half went to absentee owners living in Britain. The names
listed in the returns for slave owner payments show that ownership was spread
over hundreds of British families, many of high social standing. The majority are
listed in a Parliamentary Return. The account of all the payments awarded by
the Commissioners of Slave Compensation was published in the Parliamentary
Papers 1837-8 (215) volume 48,
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The University College London (UCL) Project
University College London’s Legacies of British Slave-ownership project
developed in two phases. First, the project identified those who claimed
compensation for the loss of their ‘property” — totalling about 670,000 slaves in
1833. For this phase the published record of the slave compensation claims were
used. Second, the Slave Registers held at The National Archives were consulted.
These enabled the project to document the names of slave owners in the British
Caribbean between 1817-1833, the location and names of estates, and the
numbers of enslaved. This information, supplemented by a range of other
sources, was used to build a database that gives the most comprehensive
documentation of slave ownership in the British Caribbean between 1763-1833.
At the core of the project is a web-based Encyclopaedia of British Slave-

ownership containing information about:

(1) every slave-owner in the British Caribbean, Mauritius, or the Cape at
the moment of abolition in 1833;

(2) all the estates identified in the British Caribbean in the period 1763-1833;
and

(3) all the slave-owners, attorneys, mortgagees, and legatees identified to
date for the estates between 1763 and 1833,

Entries for individuals include information about the actvities, affiliations
and legacies of these men and women, with a particular emphasis on the
‘absentee’ owners based in Britain. What follows are the biographical details of
the individual recipients of compensation who at some time were resident in
Chichester or its immediate environs.

Martha Baker

Martha Baker was born in Chichester in 1756, the daughter of Joseph and
Elizabeth Baker. She was baptised in the Unitarian Chapel, Baffins Lane. Martha
was a mortgagee with other members of the family of John Baker, on Baker's
estate in St Vincent from 1803 to at least 1809. She appears to have been the niece
and daughter-in-law of John Baker, having married her cousin Joseph Baker of
the East India Company, in the Sub-deanery, Chichester, on 12 August 1782
(Joseph died in India in 1789).

In 1810 an indenture rehearsed the background of the estate on St Vincent
called Bakers, which George Maitland had mortgaged in 1803 to Martha Baker,
Joseph Baker, and John Richard Baker amongst others to secure £16,000, of
which — on 31 March 1809 - £13,563 was outstanding. Maitland had also
mortgaged 50 negroes’ in 1800 to secure a further £3,000. The mortgagees
gained possession of the estate and conveyed it to John Wilson Carmichael
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subject to the mortgages. The Baker family group agreed to leave their mortgage
in place for another six years.

In the 1841 census |
Martha Baker, aged 80, was A
living in West Pallant with
her servants, the husband
and wife team of James
and Elizabeth Bridger.
Martha Baker died in 1845.
She left personal effects
and monetary legacies to
family members and an
annuity of £100 to James |
and Elizabeth Bridger. In
her will she also stated that .
she wished to be buried in |
Chichester Cathedral
beneath the monument to
her husband.

Edmund Bryan

On 30 November 1835 and
aged 27, Edmund Bryan
was awarded £6,603 15s 6d
compensation for 387
slaves on the Bog estate
and Shotover Pen in
Portland, Jamaica. He had
previously been awarded
£5,362 6s 5d for 280 slaves Fig. 1: The memorial to Joseph Baker in the north nave aisle of
on the Muir Town Estate Chichester Cathedral. { Author's collection)

and £4,104 13s 1d for 215 slaves on the Reach Estate both in St Thomas-in-the-
East in Jamaica.

Edmund Bryan was born in 1808. In the 1851 census he was living at 19
North Street with his wife and daughters. In 1853 he is recorded as being an
overseer of the poor at St Peter the Less on North Street. By the time of the 1861
census he had moved to London. He died in 1870 and his will valued his effects
at under £1,500.

The Duer Family
The Reverend Rowland Duer was the eldest son and heir of Major John Duer of
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the Duers estate in Antigua and his wife Frances, daughter of Colonel John Frye
of Antigua. There is a barely legible floor slab dated 1791 to the Reverend
Rowland Duer by the southwest tower of the nave of Chichester Cathedral — he
was one-time chaplain to the Bishop of Chichester.

He was owner of the 400-acre Big Duers estate in Antigua and was
mentioned in his children's counterclaim for Big Duers inherited by his eldest
son, Rowland Duer junior. The claim for £3,306 6s 9d for the Big Duers estate
was made on 21 January 1839 in respect of 244 slaves.

His daughter, Mary, married Charles Creswell on 17 January 1797 in
Chichester. Mary Cresswell was bequeathed a £50 annuity by her brother. Her
sisters Theodora and Elizabeth were both awarded compensation based on
identical annuities, but Mary did not make a claim. She was however named as
the co-beneficiary of the will of her sister Theodora.

Elizabeth Duer, together with her sister Theodora, were awarded
compensation for the Big Duers estate on Antigua. They had been identified as
counterclaimants under a deed of settlement and as annuitants under their
brother’s will. In the 1841 census Elizabeth was aged 70, of independent means,
and living in West Street. She died in 1844 and was buried in the Cathedral
Close - in the specific area of the cathedral precincts now referred to as
‘Paradise’. An inventory of the goods at her West Street address, dated 14
February, valued the contents at £46 10s.

In the same census Theodora Duer was shown as aged 65, of independent
means, and also living in the Cathedral Close, but in a lodging-house. She died
on 18 December 1846 and was buried in the Cathedral Close. Her address in the
burial register is however given as North Street. In the will, she left her estate in
trust with half the income to go to her sister Elizabeth Duer (sic) and half to her
sister Mary Creswell, widow.

General Sir James Duff

Born in 1753 in Keith, Aberdeenshire, he was commissioned into the army in
April 1769 and served as brigade major in 1780 during the Gordon Riots. He was
knighted in 1779. As general officer commanding the Limerick district from
1797, Duff helped to crush the Irish rebellion of 1798. Duff died in 1839 at
Funtington House, near Chichester, and is buried in Funtington parish
churchyard.

On 12 August 1785 he had married Basilia, the daughter and heir of James
Dawes of Rockspring, Jamaica. Marriage brought him financial independence
and shared ownership in a sugar plantation. On 25 January 1836 he claimed
£4,101 0s 1d for 202 slaves on the Grange Sugar Estate, Jamaica.
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Charles Rose Ellis, Lord Seaford

Charles Rose Ellis was born in 5t John, Jamaica, on 19 December 1771, the
second son of John Ellis, an estate and slave owner, and his wife Elizabeth.
Ellis's father had died at sea in 1782, dividing his property between his two
sons, but leaving Charles both estates and enslaved people in Jamaica: these
produced an income of around £20,000 a year. After the emancipation, he settled
in England and had a country home in Bedfordshire. He bought the Claremont
estate in Surrey [now owned by the National Trust] in 1798 but later sold it in
1816. He wasted little time buying his way into Parliament, becoming MP for
Heytesbury in 1793. Apart from a short interruption in 1806-07, he remained in
the Commons until he was elevated to the peerage, representing Seaford 1796-
1806, East Grinstead 1807-1812, and Seaford again from 1812-1826.

Ellis ‘owned” over 1,000 slaves and he worked for their moral improvement,
but he did not support the abolition of slavery and was an anti-abolitionist MF.
Between 1835-37 Lord Seaford claimed compensation for five estates in Jamaica,
including the Montpelier Estate, and totalling some £18,000 in respect of
roughly 1,000 slaves.

His first wife had died in 1803, aged 22, and he later married the widowed
Anne Louisa Emily Hardy on 2 October 1840. She had known Woodend in West
Stoke, near Chichester, when a girl — as she had been brought up there by her
parents, Admiral and Lady Berkeley. She was also related to the owner, Lady
Georgina Bathurst, and it was perhaps her influence that led to the Ellis family
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Fig. 2: The Montpelier Estale in Jamaica. (Author's collection)
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moving to Woodend. In his will, written on 7 September 1843, Ellis said “And it
is my will that my said wife shall have the option of residing in and occupying the house
and lands of Wood End which I have lately engaged to rent from Lady Georgiana
Bathurst..." It was at Woodend that Lord Seaford died on 1 December 1845. He

was buried in Esher, Surrey.

Fig. 3: The actress Lilly Langtry — Lady de Bathe from 1907 - inherited Woodend.
(Author's collection)

Reverend William Woollams Holland

William Woollams Holland was born and baptised in Birmingham. He was
ordained into the Church of England in 1808, and in 1817 became Vicar-Choral
at Chichester Cathedral. He was also appointed as Rector of 5t Andrew’s and of
St Martin's, Chichester (now the Oxmarket Centre and the site of a walled
garden respectively). In 1809 he married Jane, the sister of the publisher John
Murray, at Bridgnorth, Shropshire. They had at least one son who followed his
father into the ministry.

The 1851 census records Holland aged 65 and living in Cathedral Close. He
is also recorded as the Rector of St Andrew’s and lived with his wife Jane, aged
70, and three female servants. He died on 17 January 1835 and was buried at
Chichester Cathedral six days later.

Holland counterclaimed for compensation for the MNorwich estate in
Portland, Jamaica as assignee under the marriage settlement of Charles Forbes
and his wife. The claim, dated 8 November 1838, was for £3,017 0s 11d for a total
of 182 slaves.
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Edward Long

Edward Long was the fourth son of Samuel Long. He was born in England in
1734 but his family had owned property in Jamaica since the early days of
colonisation. He became a barrister at Gray's Inn and accompanied his brother-
in-law, Sir Henry Moore, to Jamaica, as secretary, following the death of his
father in 1757. He was rapidly promoted to the post of a judge in the Vice-
Admiralty Court. In 1758 he married Mary Ballard Beckford, the daughter and
sole heiress of Thomas Beckford. Mary was also the widow of John Palmer. This
created a union between the Long, Beckford and Palmer families. The couple
had six children, four of whom were born in Jamaica.

Long's brother Robert gave him a share in Longyville in Clarendon — one of the
family's properties in Jamaica. Later, he also had the Lucky Valley Estate conveyed
to him. In 1769 Long left Jamaica owing to poor health. Long is best known for his
three-volume History of Jamaica published in 1774. His son Robert Ballard Long
(see below) was born in Chichester in 1771. Long's wife predeceased him but he
himself survived until 13 March 1813, dying at Arundel Park, the seat of his son-
in-law, Henry Howard-Molyneux Howard. Long was buried on 20 March in the
chancel of Slindon parish church, where a memorial slab commemorates him. His
Lucky Valley Estate was passed to his son Edward.

Robert Ballard Long
Robert Ballard Long was one of the six children of Edward Long, and was born
in Chichester on 4 April 1771. He died in London in 1825 and is buried in the
family vault at Seale, Surrey. His education included a course in military
instruction at the University of Gittingen. On 4 May 1791 he was appointed
cornet in the 1st King's Dragoon Guards, in which he became Lieutenant in
April and Captain in November 1793. For £2,000 his father bought him the
Lieutenant-colonelcy of the Hompesch Mounted Riflemen from the regiment's
proprietor, Baron Hompesch. Robert Long became Lieutenant-colonel of the
regiment on 3 March 1798 and commanded it in Ireland against the 1798
uprising.

He had been named by his brother, Edward Beeston Long, as a trustee of the
Moore Hall Estate, St Mary, Jamaica — but predeceased him.

Thomas Pink

Thomas Pink was baptised at Harting on 19 July 1801. He married Mary Mittin
on 1 June 1830. His occupation according to both the 1841 census and the 1851
census was as a ‘woodard to Lady Featherstone’ respectively with his wife
Mary. A Woodard would be a wood reeve or wood warden, and the Lady
Featherstone is presumed to be at Uppark, the estate [now owned by the
Mational Trust] just to the south of Harting on the South Downs.
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His brother John Pink was a slave-owner of 5t Ann, Jamaica, who paid
Thomas an annual annuity of £40, increased to £100 in his will proved in 1835.
The will showed Thomas to be from South Harting. The will also gave £50 to
each of Thomas’ children. On 26 September 1836, £961 11s 6d was awarded to
the executors and trustees of John Pink, and to the executor and trustee of
Rebecca Hiatt. This was in respect of 49 slaves on the Up Park Pen estate, 5t
Mary, Jamaica.

Charles Ridge

Charles Ridge was the son of William Ridge (Mayor of Chichester in 1787) and
his wife, Sarah. Charles was born on 21 February 1788. By the time of the 1841
census, he was recorded as a banker, aged 50, and living in East Street with his
wife Tryphena aged 40, their son John aged 2 years old, and three female

servants.
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Fig. 4: An 1840 banknote from Chichester Old Bank and signed by Charles Ridge.
(Author’s collection)

Charles Ridge was part of the bank of Ridge & Co., of Chichester. This
private bank had been established in 1774 as John Chaldecott. The firm had
several partnership and name changes and by 1841 was trading as Ridge & Co.
It was also known as the Chichester Old Bank. The bank failed in 1841 with
liabilities of £140,000. Immediately following this failure, the London & County
Banking Company moved in and opened a branch in East Street [on the current
site of NatWest Bank].
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Charles Ridge had unsuccessfully counterclaimed for compensation for
Little Duers in Antigua as a judgement creditor against John Duer by
assignment for £5,466 19s 614d. He died in 1853.

Sir William John Struth
Struth was born in 1763. He was an unsuccessful claimant of the Fancy and
Prospect estates on 5t Vincent and an unsuccessful counterclaimant on
Richmond Hill, 5t Vincent. He was the former owner of the Endeavour estate in
Trinidad. He was Mayor of Bristol 1815, partner in Brooke Struth & Company
until 1823, and was acting Governor of 5t Vincent 1829-1831.

S5ir William's death was registered in Chichester and he is buried in
Middleton parish church [east of Bognor Regis]; no will or probate has been
traced for him.

John White

John White was a slave-owner on 5t Kitts who came to Britain where he later
died in Yapton, West Sussex, on 6 February 1776 aged 75. His estate on 5t Kitts
is unnamed in his Will but is inferred to be “Whites".

In his will, he made monetary bequests of £4,800 to family members, and
annual annuities of £10 each to two mulatto women, Sarah and Frances, whom
he had freed before he left St Kitts. He also instructed that they be provided with
two “negro girls each of them about sixteen years’. Subject to his marriage settlement
he entailed his estates on his son George. White declared his enslaved people
‘heirlooms’, so that they could not be sold. His will also stated,

T will and direct that my Slaves be at all times used with as much
Humanity and Tenderness as the nature of their situations and business
will admit of and not be treated with any cruelty and that all such slaves
as are grown old in my service be well lookt (sic) after and fed and taken
care uf in a proper manner.’

Conclusion

Until the publication of the UCL project’s findings this was part of Britain's
hidden history, though arguably it was hidden in plain sight as the information
was readily accessible in Parliamentary Papers. This UCL database is a mine of
information that will provide historians — national and local — with endless
opportunities to explore this extraordinary period in history.
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