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EDITORIAL

wenty years ago 150 Society members met on 28th April for a four course

Millennium Dinner (£24 per person) at which the after-dinner speaker was
the Duke of Richmond and Gordon — on the enduring connection between the
Lennox family and the city of Chichester.

The Goodwood Estate was very definitely out of bounds on 28th April 2020.
As a result of Covid-19 the world around us has taken on new meaning as we
have sought to redefine our place in local communities. One Society member
noticed on an early morning trip to Waitrose supermarket a handsome cock
pheasant was strutting in the road at the Westgate Link roundabout. It is
probably a long time since that last happened! Chichester Scrubs meanwhile
had 30 people making scrubs to order for health and care workers, supported by
370 volunteers making hats, masks and bags; in total they produced 601 sets
before winding down their operations.

A Brexit transition decision was finally voted through by MPs at the end of
January. Whichever way you had voted in the 2016 Referendum at least there
could now be some sense of closure on the horizon. Or not; time will tell if the
Covid-19 pandemic and its impact in the UK will help or hinder the changeover
to new ways of conducting trade and shaping Britain's place in the world.

Many of Chichester's organizations continue to thrive, despite the
unprecedented times, and despite financial uncertainty. The Pallant Cork Lodge
celebrated its first anniversary in April, whilst members of the Murray Club are
actively pursuing a permanent home for the new sculpture by Vincent Gray of
Admirals Murray and Nelson.

Sincere thanks as ever to all those who have volunteered articles and
photographs this year. [ hope you will discover in those presented this year that
the spirit of discovery and reflection is truly alive and well. We are indebted to
them for inspiring us with their contributions and their ability to shed a light on
aspects of Chichester area life that may well have passed by the rest of us.

I am very grateful too to Pauline Newton who continues to turn our efforts
into the published format, to Katherine Slay for her proof-reading, and to West
Sussex Record Office for assistance with sourcing photographs and other
records and for providing permission to use them.

I look forward to your feedback on Number 36 and your contributions to
future issues.

Greg Slay
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ABOUT OUR AUTHORS

Richard Childs came to Chichester in 1993 when he was appointed as the
County Archivist at West Sussex Record Office. On retirement in 2011 he became
Chairman of the Chichester Society, in which role he continued until 2017.

Alan H ] Green was born in Chichester and still lives in the city. A chartered
civil engineer by profession, he has a deep interest in architectural history,
particularly the Georgian period. He conducts guided walks around Chichester
and gives lectures on the city’s history. Among his many acclaimed books, Priory
Park Chichester: its story in 100 objects was published in 2018.

James McInnes was a member of the Secrets of the High Woods project run by
the South Downs National Park Authority. He now chairs a group of Cultural
Heritage volunteers that continues this work. During the course of landscape
studies of East Dean and Halnaker he developed an interest in the maps made
by Yeakell and Gardner for the 3rd Duke of Richmond that are now held in the
West Sussex Record Office in the archives of the Goodwood estate.

Kate Mosse OBE is a novelist, essayist and playwright. She is the author of eight
novels and short story collections, including the Number 1 multimillion-selling
Languedoc Trilogy. Her bestselling Gothic fiction includes The Winter Ghosts and The
Taxiderniist 's Daughter: she has adapted the latter for the stage at Chichester Festival
Theatre, where it will have its world premiere. Her non-fiction includes Chichester
Festival Theatre at Fifty. Her books have been translated into 38 languages and
published in more than 40 countries. Kate's next novel, The City of Tears, will be
published in January 2021. The Founder Director of the Women's Prize for Fiction,
Kate is a Fellow of the Royal Society of Literature and a Visiting Professor in
Contemporary Fiction and Creative Writing at the University of Chichester.

Philip Robinson is the current Chairman of Chichester Local History Society. A
native of Glossop, Derbyshire, he moved to Emsworth in 1996 when appointed
as Chief Executive of what was then the Chichester Institute of Higher
Education; he retired as its inaugural Vice Chancellor. He has lived in Chichester
since 2017. Alongside his historical research (and six grandchildren), other
interests include theatre, classical music, walking, watching rugby union

football, and discovering good ales.

David Russell was born in Worthing and has traced his direct male lineage back
to the early 1600s, all born in Sussex. In 1967 he moved to work in Chichester for
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Shippams, retiring 31 years later as a senior production manager. He was
Chairman of the company's Retirement Association for the next further ten
years. He joined Chichester Local History Society in the 1990s and was a
committee member during the time that Philip Harris was Chairman.

Greg Slay moved to Chichester with his wife Katherine in 1991 and has pursued
various interests in heritage, identity and place ever since. He works at County
Hall in the city. Greg is the current Editor of Chichester History; he was also
Editor for volumes 22-26. His arms’ length fascination with 1930s and 1940s
Germany has been nurtured through fiction written by a diverse range of
authors including David Downing, Jack Higgins, Philip Kerr, Jane Thynne and
David Young. Greg is a Fellow of the Royal Society of Arts.

Ray Treagust was born in Chichester. He started entertaining for charity at the
age of eleven in 1930. He later became a member of the White Rose Concert
Party and The Joysters raising money for various charities. On Saturday
mornings he played his accordion at local cinemas to help children learn to sing
— the words were shown on the screen. For a number of years he wrote and
directed shows at Shippams, his place of work. In 1975 he joined Chichester
Amateur Operatic Society (CAOS) with his wife Betty and their first roles were
Sir Joseph Porter and Hebe respectively in HMS Pinafore that same year. His
book, A Hundred Years of CAOS: A nostalgic trip through the Society's archives, was
published in 2010.

Joan Whibley has had a longstanding interest in uncovering social history
through individual occupational stories hidden in Victorian census records,
particularly of women in the burgeoning ‘white blouse’ sector. Local history
projects have included case studies for the book Military Voices Past and Present:
West Sussex Veterans in the 20th Century and interviews for Beneath the Water
Tower on the history of Graylingwell. She is currently involved in a national
project on Communities of Dissent in conjunction with the Historic Chapels
Trust and the Chapels Society.

Diana Wills was appointed Sub-Librarian at Chichester Cathedral in March
2018. Since then, ably assisted by 14 volunteers, she has over-seen the
commencement of re-cataloguing the entire contents, preservation of ancient
Bibles and cleaning of books after 15 years of neglect. Her background is in
education with degrees from the University of Chichester. She is also a mother,
grandmother, teacher, librarian and musician; she is the Diocesan
Representative for Friends of Cathedral Music. For 25 years she was a Samaritan
volunteer, later becoming Director of the local branch.
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ST WILFRID AND THE SOUTH SAXONS
by Philip Robinson

bove the porch to Ripon Cathedral there is a glass etching! depicting St

Wilfrid off the Sussex coast, represented by the ‘Seven Sisters’, east of
Cuckmere, and, on the left, two fishermen straining to haul in a fishing net. It
shows two familiar incidents in the life of St Wilfrid, widely credited as bringing
Christianity to the South Saxons in the seventh century. The evidence, such as it
is, reveals a much more nuanced account.

Fig 1: The glass elching in the Cathedral of 5t Peter and 5t Wilfrid, Ripon (Author’s collection)

The historical sources on the life of St Wilfrid (c. AD 634-709) are limited.
They consist of Bede's Ecclesiastical History of Englandii (731) and the Anglo-Saxon
Chronticles. There is also a biography written by Eddius Stephanus;®™ though
historians are not sure who he was,” it seems probable that he had met Wilfrid.
These primary texts can be supplemented by what is known about Wilfrid's
contemporary world from other sources: letters, charters, and genealogies.

Wilfrid was born in Northumberland into a noble family in 634. While still in
the womb, his biographer claims, he was sanctified by God and as a sign at the
moment of his delivery the house set on fire and flames shot sky high but didn't
touch mother and child.*! By the time he was fourteen his mother had died. He
was ‘handsome, well-proportioned, gentle, modest, and comtrolled’," but his
stepmother was harsh and cruel, and he left his family to enter the service of
Queen Eanfled, the second wife of Oswiu, king of Bernica.vii Here he “first
demonstrated his ability to elicit the patronage of the great, a quality he retained
throughout his life" . He began a monastic life at Lindisfarne under its founding
abbot, Aidan from lona. After a few years he made his first trip to St Peter’s in

5
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Rome where he came under the tutelage of the archdeacon, Boniface, who made
him “word-perfect in the four gospels™ and taught him the rule about Easter.

That teaching of the rule of Easter was to become central to the resolution of
a dispute in the early Christian Church in the British Isles. The conversion of
Britain had followed two routes — the Irish or Celtic, and Koman - each leading
to Morthumbria. Central to each was the belief in the resurrection of Jesus Christ
on Easter Sunday. The problem was that each had a different method of
calculating the date of Easter™ In the Northumbrian royal household, King
Oswin followed the Celtic tradition but his wife, Queen Eanflaed, the Roman.
King Oswiu decided to resolve the matter and called a meeting of leaders of
both traditions at Whitby Abbey in 664. At that meeting Wifrid spoke eloquently
in support of the Roman tradition persuading Oswiu, who, with a smile
acknowledged the supremacy of 5t Peter and Rome as, after all, St Peter held the
keys to heaven. ™t

Such was the impression Wilfrid made at Whitby that King Oswiu’s son,
Alhfrith«t offered Wilfrid the vacant bishopric of Northumberland and asked
that its Cathedral be moved from Lindisfarne to York. Wilfrid knew Alhfrith
well, as on his return from Rome in 658 he had become Alhfrith’s Christian
mentor and guide. In appreciation Alhfrith had given Wilfrid the monastery of
Ripon together with forty hides.«v

Wilfrid accepted Alhfrith’s nomination as Bishop of Northumberland,
though he was concerned that there were no Bishops in Britain of sufficient
standing to pass on the tradition of St Peter, the line of apostolic succession.* In
short, Bishops versed in the Roman rather than the Irish tradition of
Christianity. Wilfrid therefore travelled to Gaul, to Compiégne where he was
consecrated by Agilbert, Bishop of Paris, and ‘borne into the oratory aloft on a
golden throne by the bishops alone’ > On his return from Gaul in 666, ‘The wind
howled from the south-east and white-creafed waves drove them fowards the land of the
South Saxons, a region quite unknown to them i where ‘the waves left...the ship high
and dry, and drained away from the land, laying bare the shores™vii and attracted the
attention of local people who approached the stranded vessel in an aggressive
manner, possibly intent on robbery. In a passage that could have been taken
straight from the Old Testament, one of Wilfrid's companions took a stone and
hurled it from a sling. ‘It pierced the wizard's forehead through to the brain'* and
then the sea returned ‘soomer than usual’ and Wilfrid and his companions
escaped.

When he reached Northumbria, Wilfrid discovered that his patron, Alhfrith,
had lost power and influence (he may even have been killed), and another
monk, Chad, had been installed as the Bishop of York by King Oswiu. Wilfrid
returned to his monastery in Ripon. He does not appear to have been
particularly aggrieved, and set about establishing the discipline of S5t Benedict

6
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as a guide to a monastic life. By 668 a new Archbishop of Canterbury was
appointed, Theodore of Tarsus, and Bishop Theodore reinstated Wilfrid to the
see of York in 669. In Ripon he built a new church in stone dedicated to St Peter,
a basilica with a crypt in a style influenced by what he had seen in Rome. The
crypt remains in the present Cathedral of St Peter and 5t Wifrid in Ripon.

Wilfrid continued to move in, and impress, the courtly circle of the kings of
Morthumberland including Ecgfrith, King Oswiu’s son by his second wife
Eanflaed. In particular Wilfrid i,
gained the trust and patronage of
Ecgfrith’s wife, Etheldreda, who
gave him extensive lands in
Hexham. Here Wilfrid was able to
establish a monastery and build a
second great stone basilica with a
crypt, dedicated in 678 to 5t
Andrew, using stone from the
former Roman settlement of
Corbridge. However, there was a
further, personal, element to
Wilfrid's relationship to Etheldreda
that had serious implications for
Wilfrid.

Etheldreda, daughter of the
king of the East Angles, Anna, was
born near Newmarket. She was a
devout Christian who, in her
teenage years, took a vow of
perpetual chastity. When she was
sixteen, her father gave her in
marriage to King Tondbert of the
neighbouring tribe of the Gyrwe.
Tondbert appears to have respected
Etheldreda’s wvow, though she
became a widow within three Fig 2 The statue of St Wilfrid in Ripon Cathedral
years. In 660 she was again given {Author's collection)
in marriage, this time to Ecgfrith, son of King Oswiu. Ecgfrith was ten years
yvounger than Etheldreda and initially appears to have accepted her vows. This
changed in 670 on the death of King Oswiu when the issue of succession began
to dominate. Ecgfrith turned to his wife’s spiritual adviser, Bishop Wilfrid, for
support, and became angry as Wilfrid upheld Etheldreda’s™ chastity. It was this
anger, amplified by an awareness of the influence Wilfrid was perceived to have
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with the Mercians, enemies of the
Northumbrians, that caused Ecgfrith
to expel Wilfrid from his diocese.
Wilfrid embarked on a second journey
to Rome to plead his case before Pope
Agatho. > Though exonerated by the
Pope, this judgement was not
accepted by Ecgfrith, and on Wilfrid's
return to Northumbria he was ‘locked
up in a pitch-black dungeon and securely
guarded” >
Bede makes no reference to
Wilfrid's imprisonment. However on
his release, or following his continued
banishment, Wilfrid sought refuge in
‘an area of Sussex which dense forests and
rocky coast had saved from conguest by
other kingdoms' i It is generally
Fig 3: The portrait of St Wilfrid in Hexham ac\ce]:rted that Wilfrid arrived in the
Abbey (Authar's collection) kingdom of the South Saxons in 681
and converted its people to Christianity. However, their King, Athelwealh, had
been a Christian for at least six years. He had accepted the faith on the day he
married Eabe, the daughter of the king of the Hwicce [roughly Worcestershire],
one of the sub-kingdoms of Mercia. At £Athelwealh’s baptism the Christian King
of the Mercians, Wulfhere, who died in 675, was godfather and had presented
gifts of the Isle of Wight and the Meon Valley to the new convert. Maybe
Zthelwealh was not particularly interested in the proselytisation of his people.
Wilfrid and his companions gave energy and drive to Christian conversion
with the support of Zthelwealh. The king presented Wilfrid with 87 hides, on
the Selsey peninsula where Wilfrid founded a monastery at Church Norton.
There were already 250 men and women, recorded by Bede as ‘slaves’, working
the land. These were serfs, who had worked the land for generations without

any formal ownership; continuous tenants whose lives had changed little as
pre-Roman landlords were replaced by Roman and replaced again by Saxons.
In Bede's account of the conversion of the South Saxons no rain had fallen for
three years, there was terrible famine and the nets used only caught eels. v
There is no independent evidence to suggest that there was a drought in
southern England in the latter part of the seventh century, nor is it likely that the
nets used only caught eels. There may, however, have been extreme poverty
causing famine, but this the work of man not nature. It is interesting that only
Bede gives this description of the state of the South Saxons and it is not

]
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mentioned in the biography by Eddius Stephanus. Bede, writing twenty years
after the death of Wilfrid, may have used sources from the monastery at Selsey.
It is plausible to suggest that a narrative was being constructed that would lay
the foundation for Wilfrid's eventual canonisation. v

Wilfrid was assiduous in preaching, converting and strengthening
Christianity amongst the South Saxons. During his ministry he encountered
Cadwalla, an aetheling [prince of the royal line], of the Gewisse [centred on
Dorchester-on-Thames], and part of the kingdom of West Saxons, or Wessex. At
the time Wessex had a number of competing sub-kings, each attempting to
establish his own over-lordship of the territory. It is unclear whether Caedwalla
was a mercenary or acting under the orders of a more senior king, but in 685 he
engaged and killed Zthelwealh in a battle thought to be just south-east of
Stoughton.

In Chichester Cathedral there are two panel paintings by Lambert Barnard
executed in 1535-36, one depicting King Cazdwalla granting the See of Selsey to
5t Wilfrid and the other Henry VIII's affirmation of Bishop Sherburne. The See
of Selsey was originally the gift of King £thelwealh. Barnard’s paintings are
propaganda pieces, " acknowledging Henry's supremacy over the Church in
England.

Ceaedwalla eventually accepted the Christian religion and in 688 went on a
pilgrimage to Rome where he was baptised on Easter Day 689. He had been ill
for some time, possibly the result of wounds he had endured in his relentless
military engagements, and died ten days after his baptism, still wearing the
white clothes of the newly baptised.

The year 685 had seen several military engagements across the Anglo-Saxon
kingdoms as well as incursions from the Scots and Picts. On 20 May 685 Ecgfrith
led a Northumbrian army against the Picts and was killed at the Battle of
Nechtansmere [possibly Dunnichen, fifteen miles from Dundee]. This enabled
Wilfrid to return to Northumberland, where he was restored to the monasteries of
Ripon and Hexham and to the diocese of York. His influence in Mercia was also
recognised and he became Bishop of Leicester. His extensive holdings, wealth and
power brought him into conflict with the Archbishop of Canterbury, Berthwald,
and Wilfrid made a third excursion to Rome to seek the protection of the Pope,
John VIth.=vi He gained that support but, on his return, suffered a stroke at Meaux
[about 30 miles east of Paris]. The Pope’s support did not carry the weight that
Wilfrid had hoped, as both Bishops and Kings challenged the claims that Wilfrid
had made and, indirectly, the authority of the Pope. Wilfrid died in Oundle, near
Peterborough, in 709 and his body was brought back to Ripon for burial. He never
returned to Selsey but left, as a legacy, his cathedral at Church Norton.
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Fig 4: 5t Wilfrid's Chapel, Church Nerton { Author's collection)

i By Sally Scott (1939 - ) completed in 2012
ii Bede (731)The Ecclesinstical History of the English People, edit by Judith McClure and Roger
Collins, (1994} Oxford World's Classics; henceforth, Bede EH.

iii Michael Swanton (ed) (2000} The Anglo-Saxon Chronicles, Phoenix, henceforth A.5. Clron

iv Eddius Stephanus: Life of Wilfred in |. Webb and D. H. Farmer The Age of Bede; henceforth,
Stephamis

v D.I Kirby (1983) Bede, Eddius Stephanus and the ‘Life of Wilfrid" English Historicel Rewview

vi Stephamis p. 108

vii Steplamuis p. 109

wviii Bernica covered the territory from the Tyne to the Forth. In 654 it merged with Deira,
effectively the Humber to the Tyne, to form the Kingdom of Northumbria.

ix Alan Thacker Wifrid [St Wilfrid] Oxford Dictionary of National Biography accessed 26,/09/201%

x Stephamis p. 112

i A complex interplay of lunar months, for the start of the new year (see Exodus 12:2) the solar
calendar with Easter celebrated after the vernal equinox, {equal time of light and dark) and
the secular calendar. Henry Mayr-Harting (3rd Edit 1991, 1st 1972) The Coming of Christianity
to Anglo-Saxon England pp. 103-13.

ai  Stephamis p. 117

wiii  Also spelt Ealfrith (c. 630 - c. 664) son of Oswiu and his first wife, Rieinmelth
xiv Bede EH. p. 154, a hide is an amount of land, about 100 acres, deemed sufficient to support
the needs of a household for one year

xv  Stephamus p. 120

avi Steplamis op.cif

avii  Stephanus p. 121

wvill Stephamis p. op.cif

xix Stephamus p. op.cif., compare with the encounter of David and Goliath, 1 Samuel Ch. 17 v 49
“that the stone sunk tnto his forehead: and he fell wpor his foce fo the earth.”

xx Etheldreda left Morthumbria to enter the religious life as a nun. She changed her name to
Audrey and remained pure, other than a desire to wear the finest of fine lace. She became a
saint, because of her incorruptible nature and on her Saint’s Day, 23 June, peddlers would
sell commemorative lace, but of poor quality, hence the word ‘tawdry”

xxi Pope Agatho 27 June 678 — 10 January 681

xxii Stephamus p. 145, though his imprisonment is not referred to either by Bede or in the Angle
Saxon Chromicles

xxiiii Stephamis p. 150

xxiv Bede EH. p. 193,

xxv Compare with St. Luke’s Gospel, Chapter 5 v 5-7 and 5t. John's Gospel, Chapter 21 v. &

xxvi Trevor Brighton, “Art in the Cathedral from the Foundation to the Civil War® in Mary Hobbs
{ed) (1994) Chichester Cathedral: An Historical Survey, p. 82

xwxvii Pope John V1 30 October 701 - 11 January 705
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THE COKELERS IN CHICHESTER
by Joan Whibley

he Society of Dependents, also known as the Cokelers, was a small sect of

Protestant dissenters founded by shoemaker John Sirgood, a disciple of
William Bridges, leader of the Plumstead Peculiars based in south London.
Their beliefs were based on Wesleyan Arminianism although, theologically, they
were closer to Primitive Methodism. In 1850 Sirgood moved to Loxwood in
West Sussex. Preaching in the open air, he gained support amongst local farm
workers and domestic servants and built a chapel there in 1861.

The nickname 'Cokeler’ is popularly attributed to Sirgood's preference for
cocoa rather than beer but they were often misunderstood and encountered
hostility. Although married himself, Sirgood decreed that men and women were
the better for remaining single but celibacy was not enforced. Followers were,
however, expected to attend services every Sunday morning, afternoon, and
evening, and sometimes mid-week evenings as well.

Early Dependents were often sacked from their jobs, thrown out of their
homes and subjected to sodal ostracism such as rough music. This folk custom
was designed to humiliate those who were deemed to have violated community
norms through adultery or wife beating. A mock procession took place and the
crowd aimed to make as much noise as possible by beating on pots and pans,
thus giving rise to the term ‘rough music’.i

One aspect of the Dependents’ practice was ‘combination” or becoming
members of a single body — the body of Christ - through prayer, reading of the
Scriptures and collective worship. Worshipping several times a week often
caused difficulties, especially for female domestic servants.” To overcome this,
the Dependents came up with an enterprising solution - to set up a shop
collectively, scraping together the start-up money, to provide work and income
for members. This idea spread and by 1885 the Combination Stores at Loxwood
had several departments. Any member could become a shareholder and
dividends were paid, perhaps taking inspiration from the Co-operative
movement.

The ethos of their retail model was encapsulated in one of the Dependents’

hymns:i

‘Christ’s combination stores for me
Where I can be so well supplied,
Where I can one with brethren be

Where competition is defied.”

11
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Geographically, the Dependents were mostly confined to Surrey and West
Sussex. As well as Loxwood, chapels were built at communities including
Norwood in south London, Lords Hill, Shamley Green, Northchapel and
Warnham, and later in Felpham (1898) and Hove (1905). Walter Hart, one of the
original trustees of the Chichester Chapel, left to be elder of the new Hove
meetings in about 1905.

A small group of Dependents was established in Chichester, led by Michael
Woolgar. Born in 1845 and originally from an agricultural family in Steyning,
Sussex, 27-year-old Michael had moved to Liss in Hampshire: according to the
1871 census he was working there as a blacksmith and was apparently married.
However, with a number of variations on the spelling of his name, there is no
record of when (or if) his marriage to Emily occurred. She died after giving birth to
three children (the last born in Chichester). By 1874 they were living in Chichester
— Michael appeared in a press report of September that year as a witness at a
disturbance at a Bible Christian meeting. Interestingly, he was described as the
person conducting the service at Oddfellows Hall in Crane Street.v

Although the Cokelers were known as peaceable people, their motives and
demeanour seem to have aroused some bad feeling. Woolgar's name appeared
in various other articles in the local press during the 1880s. Several cases were
brought before the magistrates when a William Welcome was arraigned for
disturbing the Cokeler congregation in 1883 and again in 1889. Welcome had
entered the chapel and called them ‘red hot hypocrites’, and asserted that
Woolgar was a ‘dirty, stinking, double dyed, double tongued, backbiting
hypocrite’. He was under the impression, according to the Sussex Agricultural
Express, that Woolgar was ‘enticing his wife away to the chapel and
encouraging her in drunkenness’, despite the Cokelers’ abstention from
alcohol.¥ Woolgar's testimony refuted this, claiming that Welcome's wife had
sought his help after her husband had beaten and assaulted her. Welcome had
been cautioned in the earlier case, but was fined £40 for disturbing the
congregation when he came before the City Quarter Sessions in 1889.
Interestingly, the foreman of the jury was Ebenezer Prior, and the Mayor
William Smith was on the bench — both were prominent Dissenters themselves.

By 1881 Michael had become a master grocer residing at 10a The Homnet,
sandwiched between the Bible Christian chapel with its minister, Reverend
William Bray, on one side, and on the other by the Half Moon Inn.v Given the
history of Dependents establishing Combination grocery stores, it is perhaps
surprising that this did not happen in Chichester. The business remained solely
in his name, although those who lived and worked at the Hornet shop were part
of the chapel congregation.

12
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Fig 1: The Woolgar's grocery shop in The Hornet, Chichester
(Photograph courtesy of Roger Mash)

Woolgar then married Ellen Boiling, one of his shop assistants in 1891. Her
parents, George and Jane, were also Chichester Dependents whilst the
housekeeper, Fanny Pannell, was a daughter of two more Dependents, Henry
and Emily of Chiddingfold. Another Dependent, Ellen Goff, worked in the
shop. By 1901, the Hornet premises had been enlarged to 11 rooms for the
growing family. Ten years later, three of the Woolgar children were working in
the shop which now spedialised in dairy produce, and later still drapery and
wool. According to one Shamley Green resident, a Mrs Earwicker, working as a
shop assistant in the 1960s, was still reportedly wearing the conservative
Victorian dress for which the sect was noted.

Fig 2: William Woolgar and wife, Ellen (née Boiling, 1864-1950)
(Photograph courtesy of Roger Mash)

13

| - -



|'L|IIII TTROUA Y AUl Ra pHLAN Laoywan | L L Uﬂ."‘lv‘i

The first meeting place for the Chichester’s Society of Dependents was in the
Hornet. Michael Woolgar was named as one of four trustees of the Chichester
Chapel in an indenture dated 24 May 1880, where he was referred to as a grocer
of The Hornet.v# The other Trustees were William Sadler and John Duke, both
labourers of Funtington, Sussex, and Walter Hart, a carman of Caledonian Road,
Chichester. A partial wall remains of the later chapel built in 1891, now
incorporated into a private house on the corner of Adelaide Road and Joys
Court — only the roofline suggests its previous life as a place of worship. No
pictures have survived, although there are references to it finally closing as late
as 1975 v

One anecdote suggested that Michael Woolgar had the nickname of the
Bishop because of his long white beard, as evident in the photograph abowve.ix
He died in 1927 aged 80. His second son, Ernest, took over the shop. Michael's
will, however, revealed wider business interests: a one third interest in Florence
Farm, Birdham, held on lease, and the lease of the Westhampnett Dairy Farm.
He also owned the freehold of his home and shop in the Hornet, and his estate
was valued at £2,818 4s 3d.

Hardly remembered now, the Cokelers in Chichester were a controversial
congregation at the end of the nineteenth century which aroused some
antipathy. Their leader, storekeeper Michael Woolgar, was known as a much-
respected tradesman, but few traces of their existence remain locally.

i http://cokelers livingorguk/cokelers (1. him; The Mon-Conformist, 26 June 1861
ii Sre]la Bond, ‘Cokelers -The Gentle Sect’, Chapel Society Newsletter 2016, accessed at
hit www.chapelssocie uk fwr tent /uploads /2001602 /NL-46.pd f

iii H].-'m.n &4 in the Depemiant I-Iymn Bn-uk quoted by Mick Reed,

iv The Gfabe pregs :I'E‘PDIL 30!9.."] 3‘?4 acces&ed thn:lugh British Newspaper Archives

v West Sussex County Times, 6/7 /1889, and Sussex Agricultural Express, 6,/7 (1889, reports of
City Quarter Sessions case against William Welcome for maliciously disturbing the Society of
Dependents’” meetings on a number of occasions
RG11/1129/84/11 — Chichester Census, 1881
Society of Dependents, miscellaneous documents, WSRO Acc 11283 Box 3/3. M Woolgar
conveyed part of Joyes Croft at rear of NW side of 5t Pancras St, 100ft x 50ft for the building
of a chapel.
witi  https:/ fen wikipedia org /wiki/List of former places of worship in Chichester District

ix R JSharpe’s Letter to Sussex Cournty Magazine, May 1931, courtesy of Roger Nash

=)
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DAVID GOES NUCLEAR
by David Russell

David Russell addressed the Society's AGM in December 2019, and gave his reaction to
the article "Chichester goes nuclear” which had appeared in Chichester History, volume
35, pages 30-36. For the benefit of members who were not present, his comments are
reproduced below.

he earliest date quoted in Greg Slay’s article, of 1956, refers to the country’s

first nuclear power station sited at Windrush in Cumbria. However, the bulk
of his article covered the debate occurring here in Chichester from 1958
onwards. He mentioned the Chichester and South Downs Observer, Chichester
Rural District Council, and the angry CND demonstrations on the evening of
Sloe Fair. These developments were the start of many discussions about the
possible siting of 60 or so nuclear power stations. One of them could have been
on the old Earnley firing range located between Selsey and Bracklesham.

I wonder whether there are any other members of the Society who are
familiar with actual nuclear explosions? Back in 1958 | was serving on HMS
Scarborough, a Royal Navy frigate built the previous year. My ship was based in
Malta with a small squadron of similar frigates. One of our squadron, HMS
Torguay, was due to go to Christmas Island in the Pacific for the British Nuclear
Test Programme. Unfortunately it was experiencing mechanical difficulties, and
in need of repair work. My ship was now selected to go instead — great news!
This was lucky, and we looked forward to what would happen when we got
there. The island was mostly manned by army personnel, with a small
contingent of RAF to look after the V Bomber aircraft used for dropping the test
bombs.

Scarborough’s mission was to share her sea duties with HMNZ ship Pukaki.
This involved circling around the island, a) to keep other ships well away for
safety and political /security reasons, and b) to send up regular weather
balloons. The prevailing wind force and direction was crucial to ensure any
possible fallout after a test fell on an empty sea.

According to Wikipedia, the UK carried out 45 tests mainly in Australia and
the USA. Christmas Island tests and surrounding islands totalled nine
explosions. | was fortunate to see and feel the last four of these before the first
Test Ban Treaty was to be agreed between the UK, USA, Australia, and other
countries the following year. Two atom bombs and two hydrogen bombs were
to be air-dropped by a V Bomber aircraft. The pilots practised almost daily
beforehand to ensure the correct target position would be hit.

For each test, my ship would be at sea and at the correct time facing directly
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towards the blast to minimise any potential seawater and shock damage. All
crew not required below were fallen in on the upper deck and had to be seated,
with their backs to the explosion. Their hands would be pressed into their eves,
and the explosions would cause the hands to show very pink with the bones
appearing as in a colourful x-ray.

The ship’s tannoy would give the 5-4-3-2-1 countdown for the drops and the
timing of the actual explosions. After a pause, the ship's company would be
permitted to turn round to view the rising mushroom cloud. Sadly,
photography was not allowed, and crew members received only one black and
white postcard-size MoD picture. A further countdown was given to the crew to
prepare for the actual blast wave hitting the ship.

On one occasion 1 managed to stand on a bollard, putting my head and
shoulders above my shipmates. Even anticipating the blastwave, I was still
thrown backwards into those standing behind me. Each blast was an amazing
spectacle, yet within a couple of hours we would be anchored back at the Island.
As a Petty Officer at the time, [ was required to monitor radiation fallout, and 1
never experienced any contamination. After 60 years or so, I'm confident that |
and my crew were and would remain safe. My dear wife, however, does
sometimes tell friends that I glow in the dark. Strange that!

18
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YEAKELL AND GARDNER

by James Mclnnes

here can be no doubt that two of the brightest stars in the cartographical

firmament are Thomas Yeakell and William Gardner. They both began their
careers working as surveyors for the 3rd Duke of Richmond (1735-1806) on his
Goodwood estate. Their mapping was so accurate that they were soon
employed to cover the whole of Sussex. Yeakell and Gardner published their
map of Sussex in four sheets between 1778 and 1783. This was the first time a
county, as opposed to an individual estate, had been mapped at a scale of two
inches to the mile. In 1782 the Duke of Richmond was appointed Master-
General of the Ordnance with his headquarters in The Tower of London.
Amongst other things, he was responsible for the fortification and military
defence of the country. The Duke realised that it was necessary to know the
detailed lie of the land before he could seek to defend it. Maps of the coastal area
and its hinterland were essential and it was this which led to the setting up of
the mapping which we know as the Ordnance Survey.

It is not surprising that the Duke of Richmond wanted to use the skills of
Yeakell and Gardner, and in the 1780s both men left the Goodwood area to work
at the Tower of London. Yeakell was Chief Draftsman at the Tower from 1782
until 1787, and he was succeeded in that role by William Gardner. Rather than
looking at their undoubted surveying and mapping skills, this article is an
attempt to reveal something of their family lives.

The family of Thomas Yeakell

There is very little direct evidence about the life of Thomas Yeakell but when he
wrote his will on 30 March 1787, he described himself as being of the Tower of
London.! He left his daughter, Louisa, the bed and furniture which he had of Mr
Gardner, four chamber chairs and one dressing table and glass. He bequeathed
to his two sons, Thomas and James, one shilling each and the residue of his
estate went to his wife Elizabeth. There was no expression of hostility towards
his sons, so it is possible that they had received their settlement during their
father's lifetime. The children were the legacy of Thomas Yeakell's first marriage
to Jane in about 1760, but no record of that has been found yet. Nor is it certain
whether the Jane Yeakell who was buried in Westhampnett on 17 January 1779
was her or their daughter? Some time after his wife's death Thomas Yeakell

1. The will of Thomas Yeakell. Viewed at
https:/ fwwwancestrv.oo.uk/ interactive /5111 £ 40611_310003-00089?pid=656663& treeid =& per-
sonid=&rc=&usePLB=trmed phsre=sHC10792%& phstart=successSource

2. All dates of births, marriages and deaths are taken from the appropriate Church registers.
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Fig 1: The will of I?wmas Yeakell {Author's co.f!ec!mn.il

married Elizabeth Jones, spinster, at 5t Bride's Church in London on 8 June 1784,
but there do not appear to have been any children from that marriage.

It is not known when or where Thomas Yeakell was born. Like his employer,
the Duke of Richmond, he was a Freemason and when he was admitted to the
‘Castle Lodge of Harmony” on 2 August 1784 his age was given as 40 years. The
Lodge met at the Blue Posts, Devereux Court, without Temple Bar, London.
Today it is one of the nineteen lodges which have the privilege of nominating
each year a member for appointment by the Grand Master as a Grand Steward
and is therefore known as a Red Apron Lodge.? If he was 40 in 1784 it would
mean that he was born in about 1744 and since it is known that he was
employed as a survevor by the Duke of Richmond from 1 November 1758 it
would mean that he was only 14 years old at the time. His wages were £10 a
year and that seems rather high for a 14-year-old.4

On 26 March 1759 the Duke of Richmond was sent a bill from the leading
London instrument maker, Jeremiah Session (1720-1780). It stated that £24 was
carried forward, but it did not say what instruments had been supplied. There
was also a bill for a measuring wheel costing eight guineas, and 10 shillings for
a deal case for storing it.> Clearly the Duke was prepared to spend the necessary
money on mapping his estate.

Yeakell was not the only surveyor based at Goodwood working for the Duke
of Richmond. In 1763 James Sampson was taken on at £15 a year, and Yeakell's
wages rose to £20.° As Reese explained, Sampson did not last long, running

3. Information on the Mational Archives website.
4. WSRO Goodwood Mss 229 [MF1250] Register of servants at London and Goodwood ¢.1727-1780.
5. WSRO: Goodwood Mss 230 Personal and household bills paid between 1754 and 1760 p. 220. It
is pleasing to note that the Duke did pay the bill.
6. WSR(O: Goodwood Mss 229 [MF1250] Register of servants at London and Goodwood . 1727-1780.
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away in 1766 and being hanged in 1768.7 Thomas Yeakell and William Gardner
jointly took on Anthony Hochstetter (he also called himself Hockstetter) as an
apprentice on 11 November 1777 and that was confirmed on 11 July 1778.
Anthony Hochstetter (1762-1809) was the son of Franciscus Antonius
Hochstetter and his wife, Elizabeth, and had been born and brought up with his
six siblings in Boxgrove.

Whether Yeakell and Gardner chose their own apprentice is thrown into
doubt by the fact that Mr Hochstetter had been one of the Duke’s ‘Groom of the
Chamber® since 1750 and Elizabeth Hochstetter had worked for him since 1757 8
Hochstetter worked alongside another apprentice, Thomas Gream, who was
taken on by Thomas Yeakell from 28 July 1778 and again from 5 October 1781.
Both men went on to have significant surveying careers themselves. Hochstetter
had moved to Norwich by 1785 where his first child was born, and he published
a survey of the City of Norwich in 1789. His family life, though, was not
necessarily a happy one as in his will he cut off two of his sons with one shilling
because of their ‘insolent and undutiful behaviour’.? Thomas Gream continued
to work with William Gardner after Thomas Yeakell’s death in 1787.

Thomas Yeakell was buried at St Peter's, Westhampnett on 8 April 1787,
Since he was living and working in London at the time of his death, it
strengthens the possibility that it was his first wife who was buried there in
1779. Elizabeth Yeakell, who did not have links to Sussex, was buried on 12 May
1813 at 5t Sepulchre’s, London.

Thomas and Jane Yeakell had at least five children. The eldest, Thomas Yeakell,
became a land surveyor like his father. He was bormn in about 1762 near
Goodwood, but described himself as being of Calstock, Cornwall when he signed
a marriage bond to marry Mary Andrews (died 1835) on 1 January 1786. He was
probably working in Kent in 1789 as their son, Thomas, was baptised in Rainham
that year and was declared not to be of that parish."’ Thomas Yeakell (¢.1762-1834)
was a 1st class draftsman in the Tower of London at the beginning of the 19th
century and was paid 7 shillings and 6 pence a day. In 1819 he produced a map of
Wisbech, Cambridgeshire and went on to become Chief Draughtsman to the
Royal Military Corps of Surveyors and Draughtsmen working in the Ordnance
Office at the Tower. He was buried in Calais on 18 June 1834.

7. M.M. Reese, Goodwood Olaks: The Life and Tones of the Third Duke of Richmond, Lennox and
Aubigmy, Threshold Books, 1987 p. 197,

8. WSR(O: Goodwood Mss 229 [MF1250] Register of servants at London and Goodwood c.1727-
1780. Elizabeth Jones and husband, who married in 1758, had met while they were both
employed by the Duke.

4. The will of Anthony Hockstetter. Viewed at
hittps:/ fwwwancestry.co.uk/interactive /5111 /40611 _311016-006627pid=352681 & treeid =& per-
sonid=&rc=&useMLUB=tru hsre=sHC 108298 phstart=su urce

10. Thomas Yeakell (1789-1862) also became a surveyor.
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Thomas and Jane Yeakell's second son, James, was born at Goodwood and
baptised at Boxgrove on 4 November 1764, although this was recorded in the
register of S5t Peter's, Westhampnett where the Yeakell family lived.!! In 1779 a
James Yeakell was apprenticed to a tailor in West Tarring, Sussex, but no further
evidence has been uncovered about him. A daughter, Jane Yeakell, was baptised
in Westhampnett on 30 November 1766.12 As she was not mentioned in Thomas
Yeakell's will in 1787, she might have been the Jane Yeakell who was buried in
Westhampnett in 1779. There was a Jane Yeakell buried on 21 July 1796 in
MNewington, Surrey,!3 but if that were her, it would mean that her father had not
mentioned his daughter in his will.

Louisa Yeakell's birth has not been found but she was at least 21 years old
when she married Michael Woulfe, a Royal Maval Lieutenant, on 15 July 1791.
This would indicate that she was born in the 1770s. In keeping with the family
tradition, her son, Michael Hamilton Woulfe, who was born in 1795 and died in
1846, was a land surveyor.

Another Yeakell who followed the family trade was Edmund Thomas Yeakell,
who had been born in 1798. He was a land surveyor in Exeter in 1829, but later
described himself as an engineer. He pleaded guilty in 1845 to forging shares in the
South Midland Railway Company and was sentenced to two years’ imprisonment
with hard labour. Thereafter, he disappears from the public records.

The Family of William Gardner

It has often been stated, but never demonstrated, that William Gardner was a
Sussex man.' As is the case with Thomas Yeakell, very little is known of William
Gardner’s domestic situation. There is a record that William Gardner, widower, of
Westhampnett married Mary Nunn, spinster on 20 November 1770 in Boxgrove.
Since one of the witnesses was Thomas Yeakell, it suggests that there was more
than just a working relationship between the two men. However, that was not
William Gardner's first marriage. On 1 March 1767 William Gardner of St
Andrew’s, Chichester married Jane Bayton of the same parish. If this was the Jane
Bayton who was baptised on 23 February 1756 in West Dean, she would only have
been 11 years old at the time, unless it were an adult baptism. However, this is
unlikely as there were regular baptisms of her older siblings from the time her
parents married in 1744. The only other Jane Bayton recorded was baptised in
West Dean on 12 September 1729, and if she were the wife of William Gardner she
would have been significantly older than her husband. The marriage did not last
long as Jane Gardner was buried in West Dean on 31 August 1768.

11. https:/ /www familysearch org fark: /61903 /31 53HT-DY99- KR8 =501
12. https:/ fwww familysearch org fark: /61903 /3:1 -53HT-DY99- KD %i=502
13. https:/ fwww. familysearch org fark: /61903 /3:1:309M-CIBP-33TH-4
14. M.M. Reese, Op. Cit. p. 197.
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Fig 2: The will of William Gardner (Author's collection)
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The best source of information concerning William Gardner’s family is his
will which he wrote on Wednesday 26 June 1799. He said that he was ‘of the
Office of Ordnance Drawing Room in the Tower of London Chief Draftsman”.15
He had done well for himself materially as he was able to leave his wife, Mary,
his house and garden as well as land, a corn mill, granaries and stables in
Church Field, Acton, Middlesex. This property was being rented for £50 a year
by Mary's brother, Robert Nunn who was running the mill himself. After Mary
Gardner's death the property was to pass to William Gardner’s nephews,
William and Richard Gardner, and if neither of them were alive it would go to
his nieces, Alice and Elizabeth Gardner. William Gardner also owned another
house on Hanwell Heath which initially he passed to his sister-in-law, Elizabeth,
and then it would descend to his nephew, William Gardner. It is possible that
Richard Gardner was a favoured nephew as William Gardner left him all his
surveying and mathematical instruments and books.

William Gardner did not mention any of his own children in the will, so if he
did have any, it is unlikely that they survived into adulthood. In his will,
William Gardner referred to his deceased brother, and husband of Elizabeth, as
King Gardner. He also stated that Elizabeth Gardner was living in his house on
Hanwell Heath, Ealing. The baptismal records of St Mary's, Hanwell show that
King Gardner had four children baptised in the Church: Richard King Gardner
in 1784, Elizabeth Gardner in 1788, and two other siblings who died in infancy.16
According to the Land Tax Register, King Gardner rented property in Hanwell
from 1784 until 1795.177 William Gardner’s brother, King Gardner, was buried on
2 January 1797 in 5t Mary's Churchyard, Hanwell.

15. The wu]l of Wl]]]a.m Gardner. \"1uewed at:

16. In 1841 a.m:l 1851 Richard King Gardner (1784-1855) described himself as a painter and lived
with his wife and children in Lambeth. He might have been the Richard Gardner who died on
23 June 185%. King Gardner and his family had lived in Heston, Middlesex before moving to
Hanwell Heath.

17. The Land Tax Register for 1796 is missing,
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Importantly, in the attempt to discover his background, it confirms that
William Gardner’'s brother was indeed the uniquely named King Gardner. A
King Gardner, son of William Gardner, was baptised on 27 July 1743 in
Mitcham, Surrey. The parish registers also reveal that William Gardner, son of
William Gardner, was baptised on 15 February 1741 in 5t Peter and St Paul
Church, Mitcham. There can be little doubt that the great cartographer, William
Gardner, was born in Mitcham. No record has been found yet of his parents’
marriage, but since King was a common surname in Mitcham, it is possible his
mother’'s maiden name was King.
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Fig 3: Bnpfrsm‘ ql’ William Gardner 15 February 174118 (Author's n:u]]ectlnn]

William Gardner also had siblings who died in childhood. His sister,
Hannah, was born in Mitcham in 1739 and was buried there in 1740, and a
brother, Charles, was buried in 1748. Furthermore, an unnamed daughter of
William Gardner was buried in Mitcham in 1746. This suggests that William
Gardner spent his early life in Mitcham and that there was a strong family
connection with the town. There is an intriguing possibility that the Mrs Mary
Gardner from Westminster, who was buried on 15 May 1773 in Mitcham, was
the mother of William Gardner.

The earliest mention of a Gardner in the records of St Peter and St Paul
Church, Mitcham was of the marriage of Mary Gardner and William Rogers in
1690. There appears to have been only one family named Gardner in Mitcham,
s0 it is likely that the Gardners were all related to each other.

William Gardner was not the first Gardner to make his name in maps. On 17
June 1714 a plan and estimate was drawn up by Joseph Gardner of freehold land
in 5t John's Street in parish of 5t James Clerkenwell, known as Pewter Platter

cesﬁSD‘urcE#?JmagEId—iﬂ?ﬁl _3] ZIJSS-LIJEH
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Inn, belonging to Joseph Pardner [recte: Gardner], of Mitcham, Surrey.!® The
burial registers for St Peter and 5t Paul Church, Mitcham show that Sarah
Gardner, the wife of Joseph Gardner, was buried there on 10 January 1730 and
her husband, who was living in London, was buried there on 30 December 1741.
It seems probable that there was a family link between Joseph Gardner and
William Gardner, but what it was has not been established yet.

In terms of map-making, a far more significant Gardner was Thomas
Gardner. He produced ‘A Pocket-Guide to the English Traveller:2 Being a
Complete Survey and Admeasurement of all the Principle Roads and Most
Considerable Cross-Roads in England and Wales' in 1719. This was the first
pocket edition of John Ogilby's, 1675, Britannia ‘now reduc’d to a portable
Volume, to render it of general Advantage to an English Traveller’.2® Although
there was only one edition produced of this ribbon-style map of British roads, it
led to many printers imitating his work. Once again, what relationship there
was, if any, between Thomas Gardner and William Gardner is not known, but it
might be significant that the burial register of St Peter and St Paul Church,
Mitcham recorded that Thomas Gardner was buried on 24 August 1726 at St
James' Church, Clerkenwell 2!

William Gardner’s death was first noted in the ‘Bury and Norwich Post’ on
11 June 1794 and repeated in the “Stamford Mercury’ two days later. It stated
that William Gardner, ‘Chief Surveying Draftsman to the Ordnance-office’, had
died on Thursday 5 June 1794.22 Fortunately for him, the story of his death had
been greatly exaggerated.

William Gardner wrote his will on 26 June 1799 and was proved on 3 April
1800. It is probable that he died in 1800 and he might have been the William
Gardner who was buried in Bunhill Fields in London on 13 February 1800.

Although neither Thomas Yeakell nor William Gardner were born or brought
up in Sussex, they both began their professional careers and lived there. At least
four of Yeakell's five children were born in the county and Yeakell was buried
there. It is not known where William Gardner lived after his childhood in
Mitcham, Surrey, but he was in Chichester by the time he was 26 and stayed for
about 12 years. What cannot be contested is that while working for the Duke of
Richmond, Yeakell and Gardner produced some of the finest and most accurate
maps that had ever been produced.

19. Lambeth Palace Library MS 2713 Catalogue entry: Miscellaneous papers concerning the following
parishes, Christ Church Spitalfields, [1711-38]. 5t. John the Baptist Clerkenwell (formerly
Aylesbury chapel in 5t. James Clerkenwell), 17[11]-42 etc ff 75v-Tow.

20. Preface to *A Pocket-Guide to the English Traveller’, quoted in (ed) James . Akerman,
Cartographies of Travel and Navigation, Chicago, 2006 p. 305.

21. The same date is given in the burial register of 5t James’, Clerkenwell.

22, Bury and Norwich Post - Wednesday 11 June 1794 and Stamford Mercury - Friday 13 June 1794,
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FISHBOURNE AND ME...
by Kate Mosse

M}r wonderful and much-missed parents, Richard and Barbara Mosse,
moved to Fishbourne in 1962 when 1 was a baby. With my two younger
sisters, | spent my entire childhood there. It was a great place to grow up, old
fashioned (in a good way!), plenty of space and freedom and community, but
also busy and fashioned on a human scale. In the 1970s, there were plenty of
clubs and societies held in the old Village Hall in Mill Lane. Fishbourne was, by
Miss Marple's lights, a 'proper English village', large enough to suit all sorts, yet
small enough to make you feel you belonged. It was close enough to Chichester
to be within walking distance — a mile and a quarter from the Market Cross — if
you missed the bus after school.

Fishbourne is first mentioned in the Domesday Book in the Eleventh Century
as Fiseborne (and appears after that in records variously as Fisseburne,
Fisshebourne and Fissaburnam). There are houses of Elizabethan provenance,
several Queen Anne, Georgian and Regency buildings - not least of all
Bethwines and The Bays — and some handsome Victorian buildings: the old Toll
House, Clayton Cottage on the corner, the elementary school opened in 1876.
Fishbourne always was a place of living history, past and present.

When I was growing up, Fishbourne was still an old-fashioned village even
though the discovery in 1960, of a jewel of a Roman Palace, had brought
archaeologists from all over the world. Built in AD75, destroyed by fire in the late third
century, Fishbourne Roman Palace is one of the largest private houses ever discovered
in the UK. It has the largest collection of mosaics in situ in the UK - induding the
iconic The Boy on the Dolphin’ — as well as extensive formal Eoman gardens.

The flint-faced 13th century Church, with fourteenth century tiles on the
altar step, triple lancets and Purbeck shafts, sat in the fields to the east of the
village. On the north wall, scratched crosses where medieval Pilgrims making
their way to the Shrine of 5t Richard of Chichester had left their antique marks.
Pathways and lanes overgrown with cow parsley in summer.

Then, there were three pubs — The Woolpack, The Bull's Head, The Black Boy.
A village shop, a Methodist chapel and a post office, the old Victorian laundry -
Dhobi — at the foot of Salthill Road next to the white-timbered Dame School.

Our house in Creek End was always full, a second home to other people’s
children and a meeting place for neighbours and friends. Even now, many of the
girls at school with me can still remember our telephone number off by heart.
Two silver birch trees in the front garden, fir trees along the back fence, where
the blackbirds made their nests, and a magnificent laurel bush where my sisters
Caroline, Beth and I made a camp out of sight of the kitchen window.
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Fig 1: The author, aged seven, at Dell Quay (Author's collection)

When we were teenagers, while long-limbed boys sprawled and self-
conscious girls curled up on the big sofa in the sitting room, my parents would
be in the kitchen talking about the FPFA (Fishbourne Playing Field Association),
about Bonfire Night, about summer fetes and Beetle drives to be held in the old
Church Hall, about the Remembrance Sunday Parade or the Guides’ Christmas
Show.

Even then, I understood this was true community spirit at work. That though
these were adults - with busy lives and careers, with children and
responsibilities — they nonetheless dedicated their free time to the good of the
village. [ left to go to University in 1980, and my parents moved to Felpham
when they retired in the early 1990s but, for all of us, Fishbourne remained the
place we all thought of as home.

il

Fig 2: Creck End (Author's collection)
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Just as important as the house in Creek End was what lay beyond. Cross the
main road by the Bull's Head, head down Mill Lane, past ‘Pendrills’ with its
thatched roof, to the duck pond, where many generations of Wellington boots
came to the same muddy end. Salt Mill House sat — and sits still - on the edge
of the water meadows, looking out over the silent expanse of sea like a sentinel
to the Marshes spread out like a map. In the middle of the channel, the ruins of
Farhill's Mill are exposed at each low tide. To the east, the spire of Chichester
Cathedral dominates the landscape; to the west, lie the sailing villages of
Bosham and Chidham and, further still, the naval heritage of the great cities of
Portsmouth and Southampton; to the north, the folds of the Downs, the remains
of an Iron Age fort on the Trundle and the endless Sussex sky. And to the south,
the sea. Not the yellow sands of the Witterings or Bognor Regis, but the
beautiful, muddy, tidal estuary of the Fishbourne Marshes.

I loved the hushed stillness of the
reed mace that towered over my
head, the rills and streams that
wound round and round, invisible in
the reeds. The way the sou'westerly
made the stalks rattle like bones.
When we were little, my sisters and I
would pause a while on the middle
of the three bridges to drop Pooh
sticks, before continuing on to the
open fields and shore ahead.
Sometimes, we swam in the deepest
part of the Creek. We played
Swallows and Amazons (without the
boat) and Narnia (without the snow).
We trekked along the old flint sea
wall to what we called Oak Pond,
where an old rowing boat lay
scuttled in the silted water.

Fig 3: Fishbourne Marshes (Author's collection) Chill autumn da}rs, the air heav}r
with the smell of bonfires and dusk, the damp mulch of leaves underfoot. Sharp
winter afternoons, the sky lowering purple and grey above the Sussex Downs
towards Goodwood and East Dean. Gulls wheeling out at sea and the hawthorn
and blackthorn bushes stark and bare. Later, pinpricks of spring as the first wild
flowers showed their colours in blossoms of yellow and pink. This was the real,

and imagined, landscape of my childhood, both specific and timeless.
Damp November days, the air heavy with the smell of bonfires and dusk.
Blustery April afternoons with the water turned white by hundreds of Mute
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