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EDITORIAL

It is always reassuring to hear that the Journal is being read and shared with
others far and wide. As far as | am aware the furthest flung reader of last year's
Journal (number 33, published in September 2017) was in Hong Kong!

Thanks are due once again to those who volunteered articles for this year's
edition. [ have tried to ensure that the content reflects and celebrates a number
of anniversaries.

We live in interesting times: for example, 2018 has been the year that Major
Tim Peake (born in Chichester in 1972) returned to receive the Homorary
Freedom of the City back on 25 February. I doubt if anyone in the 1970s would
have thought it at all likely that he would become an astronaut and would live
part of his life in outer space. The excellent exhibition in The Novium Museum
for 14 months paid tribute to the European Space Agency’s Principia Mission in
which Tim played a key role on the International Space Station. Looking down
from space he saw Chichester Harbour - and photographed it. He then went on
to telephone a woman in Bosham on Christmas Day (he was trying to make
contact with his sister and telephoned someone else by mistake).

It was the Romans who are credited with building the palace at Fishbourne
— the excavated remains of which were put on show in the museum and North
Wing cover building 50 years ago on 28 May 1968 — and the recently excavated
house in Priory Park and its adjoining four-person luxury bath house. The Park
itself is the subject of special celebrations this year, 100 years after ownership
passed to the people of Chichester.

By the time of the next issue of this Journal the UK will be in the formal exit
transition period from the European Union — for better or worse, for richer or
poorer — but Chichester will continue to retain its already strong European links.

I am very grateful to Pauline Newton who continues to turn our efforts into
the published format you have in front of you, to Katherine Slay for her proof-
reading, and to West Sussex Record Office for assistance with sourcing
photographs and other records and for providing permission to use them.

I look forward to your feedback on Mumber 34, and vour contributions to
future issues.

Greg Slay
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THE HALF-BAKED CURATE

by John H Richardson

he March 2017 meeting of the Society was entitled "Chichester in the 1950s".

Susan Millard, (then) of West Sussex Record Office, showed old pictures
from the Chichester Photographic Collection records. Society members enjoyed
looking at scenes they remembered from those years. The evening concluded
with some archive film of Chichester Carnival and other occasions. It also
included an early Independent Television advertisement depicting a row of
Shippams potted meats pots dancing to operatic music.!

That advert reminded me of my time at the Theological College just before
finished my training.? I was to go as a curate to Bexhill-on-Sea in East Sussex.
The vicar there invited the Principal of the College to preach one Sunday
evening. Together we drove over to Bexhill a month before my ordination.

On entering the pulpit, The Principal of the College began his sermon with

these words:

There are two factories in Chichester. One is at the end of East Street, the
other at the end of West Street. The factory at the end of East Street is the
Shippams potted meat factory. Chickens go in at one end and come out the
other as potted meat, all ready to be enten. The factory at the end of West
Street is the Theological College. Young men go in at one end and come
out the other as clergymen. The trouble is that they are only half-baked. It
is up to the parish to make sure that the cooking is completed!

On our way back to Chichester later that evening 1 wondered what
preparations the parish in Bexhill would be making to complete my own
cooking...

! Much has been written over the vears about the Shippam family of Chichester. A good place to
start is the article by David Russell, a former factory manager and current Local History Society
member, and published in this Journal: Russell, D (2008). *A ‘Potted’ History of the Shippam
Family and the First Two Hundred Years of Their Business, 1786-1986". In: Chichester History,
number 24, pages 14-20. The Shippams archives, including various promotional films, are held
at West Sussex Kecord Office.

* See: Richardson, [ H. (2007). Student Diays: 1957-1959". In: Chichester History, number 23, pages 30-33.
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CHICHESTER'S HOME FRONT IN WORLD WAR 1
by Martin Hayes and Greg Slay

he Home Front played a vital part in Britain's military victory in the Great
War. To fight an effective war, troops needed support, not just logistical but
emotional and practical support. Local people, including in Chichester,
understood from the beginning that this was to be a large-scale war requiring
massive and continuous efforts by them.
This article is an abbreviated and edited version of a lecture given by Martin
Hayes on the Home Front in West Sussex as a whole, but here focusing on
Chichester in particular.

Fundraising infrastructure
Just a week after war was
declared West Sussex County
Council, based at that time at
the Council House in North
Street, Chichester, took the
lead.! It formed a committee
to co-ordinate the distribution
of war relief funds
countywide. Through the
committee’s efforts, hugely
impressive amounts of money
were raised both for the Prince
of Wales's National Relief
Fund and for local causes.
Chichester raised £2,500 for
Fig 1: Flyer for the fundraising concert held in Chichester  the Fund in the first eight
on 14 October 1914. {West Sussex Record Office) weeks. This would be worth
£220,200 today:

Later in the war, Government-issued War Bonds, War Loans or War Savings
Certificates raised money quickly. The rate of interest was guaranteed — usually
around 5%. Many towns and villages formed War Loan Clubs and Savings
Associations and by late 1917 there were over 400 in Sussex. Model tanks, based
on a design by Mr Bridges of Bognor, were displayed in towns to encourage war
savings in 1917-18.

Various War Weapons Weeks in 1918 saw an increasingly desperate
Government raising money for a final push. An Aeroplane Week in March 1918
witnessed Chichester raise £72,000 and this was enough to make 26 aircraft. The
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culmination of Aeroplane Week in the city was a big procession light-heartedly
‘buzzed’ by a brash young pilot as a thank you. The achievement is all the more
remarkable due to the challenging conditions in 1918 of shortages of food, fuel
and low wages.

War effort: goods and services

In addition to fund-raising, considerable effort was made to collect and
manufacture goods for the war effort. Women in particular supplied comforts to
the troops to make life at the Front more bearable. These included books,
chocolate, cocoa, soap, stationery and tobacco. Clothes were an important part
of the comforts including shirts, vests, underwear, and knitted gloves, scarves
and socks.

In 1916 Sussex farmers sent 750 sacks of seed oats and other produce to
Verdun to help revive French farming. Southdown rams, from the annual
Southdown sheep show and sale at Chichester, were regularly shipped from
Littlehampton to French farmers.
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Fig 2: The annual Southdown sheep show and sale at Chichester. (West Sussex Record Office)®

The national Vegetable Products Committee for Naval Supply and the local
Farmers’ Union co-operated with private organisations and individuals -
usually women — to send to the Navy apples, nuts, artichokes, beet, broccoli,
cabbages, carrots, onions, parsnips, sprouts and turnips. Joseph Stratton of East

7



Dean and Miss Long used Barnham Murseries Packing Shed and Chichester
Corn Exchange as assembly points.

Books and magazines were needed both in local military camps and at the
Front to relieve the many hours of boredom. The civilian efforts to support the
Camps’ Library movement in West Sussex were co-ordinated by Mrs Caroline
Lascelles of Woolbeding (near Midhurst). Light fiction was recommended, but
examples of poor choices sent out included the previous year’s telephone
directory and the novel Killed In Action!

A watershed age for women

The First World War was a watershed period for women. The national need for
vastly more money, munitions and food to support the war effort saw them
emerge from traditional roles of wife and mother with official encouragement.

In 1914, women workers were traditionally employed in domestic service,
including boarding houses and hotels, and trades such as millinery and laundry
work. At the outbreak of war, as people concentrated on the war effort, the need
for domestic help was reduced and unemployment grew. The emerging
voluntary organisations were able to offer some help. Toy making was
introduced to keep women employed and fill the gap created by the banning of
German imports. The Mayoress Mrs Garland’s Work for Women Fund set up
Chichester Toys Limited.

Following establishment in Canada, the first English branch of the Women's
Institute was formed near Singleton when the Fox Inn at Charlton hosted the
first meeting on 9 November 1915. It was founded as a ‘group of women banded
together to help their country and themselves’. Their main aims were to ‘release men
from the land, increase the food supply, prevent waste, start @ War Savings Association,
consider the question of rural education, encourage village indusitries and make the
Institufe the centre of village life'.

As the war progressed, with food shortages growing there was an increasing
need for women agricultural labourers. By July 1916 2,000 women had
registered, and over 1,000 were actively involved in farm work. Typically
women undertook milking and dairy work, ploughing, working in the fields
and market gardening.

Defence of the Realm Act and enemy aliens
When war was declared, the Government moved rapidly to obtain emergency
wartime powers. In August 2014 the Aliens Registration Act required anyone
who was not a British Subject to register with the local Superintendent of police.
Within a fortnight well over 100 had presented themselves to the West Sussex
Constabulary at Chichester police station.

On 21 August 2014 police officers in the city, acting on a tip-off from the War
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Office, arrested Mr Von Grundher of North Pallant House and sent him to the
temporary Prisoner of War camp at Christ's Hospital school near Horsham.
Frobably following Home Office tip-offs, eight Germans from Bognor and
Chichester were later marched to Chichester railway station on 12 September
bound for a similar camp at Frimley near Aldershot.

There was clearly nervousness, even occasional hysteria, among the local
population, and spy scare stories abound in the local press. A case heard at
Chichester Court in October 1916 concerned a weekending resident at Sandy
Hill, Selsey who stood accused by his neighbours of using a flashing light to
signal to Zeppelin L31 in September 1916 as it was en-route to attack
Portsmouth. Once the individual’s record as an upright citizen was cited, the
case was dismissed.

In late October the whole of West Sussex became a restricted area for alien
men of military age, and over the following months non-British families and
individuals were expelled.

Many towns in the county received refugees to look after and Chichester was
no exception, with the first half dozen Belgian and French refugees arriving by
mid-September 1914. They were put up in private houses in Summersdale.
Special relief funds to help house, feed and clothe them were set up in the city
as well as elsewhere in the county. Another 18 refugees arrived in early October
and Farm Cottage, Summersdale, was converted to be a hostel for them; it was
furnished with free items supplied by local shops and private donors. Within a
week, The Poplars (in Summersdale Road) had also been converted and a week
later a property in North Pallant was taken over. Three of the Belgian boys
attended the Prebendal School and were apparently a very popular addition.

Unofficial ‘civil guards’ were formed as soon as war was declared.
Understandably, people wanted to protect their communities from spies and
from invasion. The Mayor of Chichester created one such group, from men not
suited to military service due to age, fitness or occupation. The fledgling Scout
Movement also became involved and all helped the police by supporting the
‘coastwatch’, guarding bridges, railways and harbours and by escorting
prisoners.

In November 1914 the War Office stepped in and the units became part of an
official organization, the Volunteer Training Corps. By the middle of the
following vear, these Corps had become more organised: for example, units
around Chichester were holding field training days and regular shooting
contests.4

Huge military camps to train new army recruits were established at
Shoreham-by-5ea and at Roffey, to the north of Horsham. Large estates were
also used for training purposes. At Goodwood, for example, in September 1914
the 1st Infantry Brigade, accompanied by two batteries of artillery and the 15th
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Hussars, spent a week under canvas, practising ‘tactical exercises’ in the Lavant
and Singleton area. It was not all taken seriously though, as the camp was
visited by Cicestrians, and a regimental band played each evening for the
benefit of the soldiers and dvilians alike.

The military airport at Tangmere was established in 1917 after a Shoreham
Airport military pilot in difficulties landed in a field (part of a Goodwood estate
farm) just east of the village. Within a year the field was compulsorily purchased
to become Tangmere Station, Royal Flying Corps. Two hundred acres of land,
including a substantial part of Church Farm, were requisitioned for the
aerodrome and a temporary two-foot-gauge railway was laid from the London
and Brighton and South Coast Railway’s goods sidings at Drayton, just a mile
away. Along this route wagon-loads of sand, gravel and other building material
were transported to the building site. The aerodrome was initially used for the
training of Squadrons 91, 92 and 93.

Graylingwell War Hospital
As the war progressed it was clear that hundreds of military and Red Cross
auxiliary hospitals would be needed on the Home Front. Graylingwell Hospital
in Chichester was the main war hospital in West Sussex and took men direct
from the front line. Requisitioned by the Army Medical Department, it opened
as Graylingwell War Hospital in April 1915, with the first convoy of 160
wounded soldiers from France arriving on 12 May through Chichester railway
station. The previous patients at the hospital — it had been built as the West
Sussex County Asylum and opened in 1897 — were dispersed to ten other
asylums in the south-east of England, with the exception of 20 patients who
remained behind and were accommodated in the Graylingwell Farmhouse. The
civilian staff were taken onto the payroll of the war hospital and the resident
Medical Superintendent (Harold Kidd) was given the temporary rank of
Lieutenant-Colonel. The hospital remained in military use until 26 April 1919.

There were over 1,000 beds, and the first 490 patients arrived in three batches
within the space of 30 hours. As a military hospital, Graylingwell dealt with
29,412 patients, fairly evenly divided between medical and surgical cases. Over
6,000 operations were performed in the three operating theatres; only 142 men
died.s

Other hospitals in Chichester during the war included the Royal West Sussex
in Broyle Road — which had beds for 50 service patients alongside its usual
function as a general hospital — and that at the Barracks.

Social events
Social life became almost indivisible from the war effort in general. Most social
events had some element of fund-raising or collecting for the war effort. There
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were many types, such as concerts, dances, garden fetes, jumble and white
elephant sales, and whist drives. Concerts, or variety evenings, were not just a
means of fundraising but also important social events at which to be seen.

On 14 October 1914 the fundraising concert at the Corn Exchange included
classical, popular, patriotic and humorous songs, a comedy act, and literary
recitals including one by a 15-year old French refugee boy. The audience
included the Duke of Richmond and Gordon, the Duchess of Norfolk, the
Bishop of Chichester, the Mayor, officers from the Royal Sussex Regiment and
many others from the local social elite.

Public houses remained an important element of social life for many,
particularly working class, people. Drunkenness was a major political issue
before the Great War, and the fear that servicemen and workers would be made
inefficient by alcohol prompted the Government to take action. Beer was
watered down and pub opening times restricted to six hours a day for the first
time. Beer production in England and Wales fell from nearly 30 million barrels
in 1914 to 11.3 million in 1918 as there were fewer young men to drink it, and
agricultural production was re-focused on food production.

Social and sports clubs were substantially affected. Some carried on, with a
depleted membership. Many switched focus so that their activities and events
became geared towards the war effort either in terms of fund-raising or
voluntary tasks. Sports clubs lost most of their players and abandoned
competitive fixtures from 1915. Friendly matches between the military and
established or ladies’ teams took their place.

Economy

Many businesses struggled to survive the war as men joined up. Women stood
in but many companies existed on fewer staff and lower turnover. Prices rose by
almost 100% between 1914 and 1918. On a more positive note, almost
universally men’s jobs were kept open for them, awaiting their return, though
around 15% to 20% never came back.

Family incomes were down, prices were up, and therefore times were tough.
The Mayoress of Chichester's Relief Fund was set up in autumn 1914 to
‘[prevent] distress and [provide] employment for a large number of women and
girls who were thrown out of work on account of the war’. People were urged
to keep spending in the local area to prevent unemployvment.

Wage rises did not keep pace with inflation, despite the labour shortage as
men joined up. Despite the relatively low wages for labourers and farmworkers
in the county, strikes seemed to have been rare in West Sussex. Those which did
take place were small-scale affairs and were over quickly.

The market gardening industry on the West Sussex coast was hit hard by the
war because demand for its luxury products, such as flowers and grapes, fell
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away badly. Cucumbers and tomatoes made little profit too as their retail price
fell and people concentrated on buying the food essentials. Workers at The
Tannery in Chichester switched production to making boots and other leather
equipment for the military.

From 1917 German Prisoners of War were put to work to support the local
economy. The camp at Slindon for example housed around 200 at any one time,
with the men working on local farms, clearing timber, and building an overhead
cable railway to transport timbers Other Prisoners of War helped out with
unlpading coal at Chichester and Midhurst, repairing roads and sea defences,
and helping the agricultural effort.

The effect on morale is difficult to measure, especially because local
newspapers give only a partial, sanitised, relentlessly upbeat account of the war
effort, but we do get some information. For example, white feather and verbal
attacks were an insidious problem. A wounded and discharged Chichester
veteran, E Hopkins, wrote ‘What unkind, thoughtless person is it who is wasting time
and money... sending to discharged soldiers and rejected men, a white feather?’

Condluding the divilian effort in Chichester
The effort by the civilian population on the Home Front was considerable. It was
an essential part of the military victory that was led by the Armed Forces. The
people of Chichester clearly responded quickly and effectively to the demands
placed on them to support the war effort — and were able to sustain those efforts
throughout the whole of the First World War.

It didn't end there, of course. The first anniversary of the Armistice in 1919
saw the wider nation come together to mark the event for the first time. Lutyens’
temporary Cenotaph in Whitehall, London, was the focus of much of the
national response but within months people in Chichester - as elsewhere — were
arguing for a local equivalent. Funds for a local war memorial to be built in
Eastgate Square (it was moved to its current position in The Litten in 1940) were
sought from local people, and again they responded generously: over £370 was
collected within two months.” A charity football match, held in Priory Park in
September 1920, raised over £40 whilst a number of other fund-raising schemes
continued through until autumn 1921. The war memorial, with the names of 351
inscribed on it, was dedicated at a civic presentation held on 27 July 1921.

A separate war memorial for the 145 military dead from the city’s War
Hospital at Graylingwell, and erected at a cost of £620, can be found at the
Portfield Cemetery.# The 7th Duke of Richmond (as noted in the article by Alan
Green elsewhere in this Journal) had already given Priory Park to the people of
Chichester on 30 September 1918 as a perpetual memory to the fallen.
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Fig 3: Battalion Flags of the Royal
Sussex Regiment installed in St
George's Chapel, Chichester Cathedral,
as part of the permanent memorial fo
the fallen from the Regiment that was

sATTaLIss Fiagg JT SEsRSLy gHAPCL
unoeiled on 11 November 1921, cwcwRiTER carsgphae (gie) B,
{West Sussex Record Office)
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The Council House in Morth Street, the home of Chichester City Council, had been the County
Council’s administrative base since its founding in 1889. It later acquired Edes House [initially
Westgate, later Wren, House], during World War 1 and used this as County Hall from 1922 to
1936 — when the current building immediately behind Edes House was inaugurated.

The modern value shown is based on the percentage increase in the Retail Price Index from 1914
to 2016 multiplied by £2,500 (for further information, visit the measuringworth.com website).
West Sussex Past Pictures: PP WSL PO0046S.

The military usefulness of the Volunteer Training Corps was questionable and it was criticised
as a ‘funk hole for shirkers’. However it gave men ineligible for the military a feeling of useful-
ness that helped to bolster morale and maintain civic order.

For further information, read: Slay, K. (2013). ‘Graylingwell War Hospital 1915-1919." New
Chichester Papers, Mumber Five. Chichester, Chichester Local History Society and the
University of Chichester.

For more information about Slindon’s history, visit the slindon_com website; for its military his-
tory, visit: https: / /slindonatwarmyblog word press.com /

For more information, read: Wilson, R (2018)."First World War memorial in Eastgate Square.’
Chichester Post newspaper, % March, page 30.

The Duke of Richmond dedicated the Graylingwell War Hospital memorial in March 1920, For
further information read: Slay, G. (2016). ‘Dead and Buried in Chichester.” Mew Chichester Papers,
Mumber Eight. Chichester, Chichester Local History Society and the University of Chichester.
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MATTHEW QUANTOCK, 1782-1812
by James Mclnnes

n Chichester History 33 the Editor provided some information about Matthew
Ouantock’s memorial in Chichester Cathedral. The Editor then set down a
challenge to Society members to find out more about this young man.!
Matthew Heather Quantock’s parents were John Quantock (1740-1820) and
Mary Heather (1753-1820) who had married in 1778 in New Fishbourne. Their
eldest child, John, was born 9 months after the wedding, but died and was
buried in Midhurst when he was only 3 months old. Another son, also called
John, was born in Durham in 1780, but not baptised until 14 March 1781.
Matthew Heather Quantock was, like all his siblings, baptised at St
Bartholomew's, Chichester on 12 March 1782. The only other child, a daughter,
Mary, was baptised there in 1783. Matthew Heather Quantock was schooled at
Eton, and from there went to S5t John's Cambridge, and on to Lincoln's Inn.
Matthew Quantock’s father, John, had a military career with the Dragoon
Guards and played a crucial role at William Blake’s trial in Chichester for
sedition in 1804:

Monday 15 August 1803 Schofield [the soldier who accused Blake of
sedition] swore his testimony before John Quantock [P in Chichester and
was supported by Cock [the other soldier].

Tuesday 16 August 1803 Blake, supported by William, gave his testimony
before John Quantock in Chichester.

Since Quantock and Private Schofield, Blake's accuser, were both members
of the Dragoon Guards, Quantock probably should not have been on the
magistrate’s bench as there would surely have been a conflict of interest.2

Little is known of Matthew Quantock’s career, but skating - as the
inscription on his monument states — could be both joyous and dangerous:

Gay pastime oft, in Man's mysterious doom,
Has prov’d a prelude to an early tomb:

Just a month after Quantock went skating near Chichester, six men and boys
drowned in a very similar accident in southern Scotland

On 21 December 1812 the Sussex Advertiser gave a very detailed account of
the tragic skating accident which led to Matthew Quantock’s death:
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The following disastrous accident happened Friday the 11th instant;
Matthew Quantock, Esq. was skating on a small pond, in the environs of
Chichester, and just after he had reached the centre, the ice broke, and he
sunk to rise no more, but lifeless corpse.

He was an expert swimmer, but in so calamitous a situation, it did not
afford him any relief. Every means were used by the faculty, as
recommended by Dr Hawes, but the spark of life was extinguished. Thus,
in one moment, was taken from the bosom of his family and friends, a
young gentleman, who had nearly attained his thirtieth year, a liberal
education, a cultivated and well regulated mind, a suavity of manners
that endeared him to all acquaintance, and such was the even tenor of his
way that he has not left an enemy; but in the higher duties of a son and
brother, he was a rarer example; he was the delight of his parents, in the
evening of their life; their loss is so irreparable at this moment, that they
cannot admit of any solace; but it is to be hoped, that an all-merciful
Providence, who has poured this bitter affliction inte their cup, will
support them with resignation and fortitude, at a crisis so awful and
trying, and that they will admit every consolatory comfort, that the sweet
remembrances of his virtues must give them.

His remains were interred [in] the Cathedral, on Friday last. The above
melancholy event has cast a gloom over the whole city, and much to the
honor of the inhabitants, who have ever been foremost in all acts of
Benevolence, they are excited, by the truest sympathy and weep with the
poet, “That he who feels not for another's woe, deserves his own'. The
public and private amusements of the city were suspended, in consequence
this melancholy and much—lamented event.t

Matthew's parents continued living in Chichester (probably in South Street),
but in 1820 they were both buried in Chichester Cathedral. There is a memorial
to them both by Flaxman's chief assistant |. E. Hinchcliffe. Matthew's brother,
John, like his father, was a member of the Dragoon Guards —as was his son John,
whose middle name was Matthew after his uncle. However, John Matthew
Quantock’s home was in Somerset and the family connection with Chichester
then ended.

1 Slay, G. (2017). ‘Drowned in Skating, 1812°. In: Chichester History, 33, page 12.

* For further information on this, visit: https:/ /www britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk

3 Perthshire Advertiser, Thursday 11 February 1813.

4 For the Sussex Advertiser's account of the death of John Quantock’s son, visit:
https:/ fwww britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk
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THE SECRET TUNNEL AT FUNTINGTON
by Rodney Duggua

was particularly interested to read Brian Worsfold's piece about ‘the secret

Funtington site” as, for many years I lived in and around Southbourne/
Hambrook and still pass the site on my way to and from work and Rowlands
Castle.

| remember the rumour about the secret tunnel from one side of the road to
the other. This rumour was told to me by a local farmer, David Gauntlett, who
was also a member of Chichester District Coundil when | worked there.

On the southern, now CEGA, site is a nursery plot and bungalow ‘Hopdene’
and I remember this gaining planning permission in the early 1980s through the
sterling efforts of another District Councillor who was a great character, Stanley
Bray, the member for Westbourne.

Apparently the original bungalow was purchased and demolished in the
war on the grounds of security and Stanley felt very strongly about it being
reinstated. It was, as I recall, a close vote. Stanley was passionate about many
things in Westbourne and, as such would express those opinions forcefully and
with great conviction; it is fair to say that he was not an Old Etonian but a real
‘man of the people’. For many years he was in charge of the ticket office of
Southbourne Station and whilst, more often than not, ‘tired and emotional’, he
knew the railway timetable backwards and would always be able to tell the
cheapest ticket to get for a particular route. He took much stick from the
schoolchildren.

Once, in a District Council meeting when Peter Booker was Chairman (Peter
was a very cultured, genteel man, an artist who lived at Bepton), Stanley Bray
stood up and said to Lieutenant Commander D'Arcy Burdett (another great
character from Milland) ‘Would the Honourable Member kindly shut his gob?
Peter Booker deflected this by saying ‘Now Mr Bray, that's not Chichester
District Council language.’

1 See: Worsfold, B. (2007).1t's Just Hearsay.” In: Chichester Hisfory, 33, pages 3-6.
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CHICHESTER IN NOVEMBER 1918

by Katherine Slay

have organised this article by subject rather than by date, and have chosen not

to include which of the four November issues of the Chichester Observer
newspaper the information came from, as this would considerably break up the
text.

‘Flu

Spanish Influenza was at its peak in October and November. An advertisement
for Pynoline stated that to ward off “this distressing complaint’, all you needed
to do was “sprinkle a few drops on your handkerchief and pillow". If you had
any symptoms, Bastow’s Cough and Influenza Mixture would ‘soon rid you of
the danger’. Alternatively “Why should you suffer from Spanish “flu when a hot
onion porridge would cure you?’ The onions — fourpence halfpenny a pound -
could be purchased from the Gordon Nurseries in Stockbridge Road.

Sadly, avoiding 'flu was not that easy. Private Alexander Jellett of the
Northamptonshire Regiment had gone home to 48 Orchard Street for six days’
leave. He was ‘laid low’ with influenza and pneumonia, and died in the
Barracks military hospital aged 30, leaving a widow and three children. The
vicar of St Paul’s officiated at the funeral on Saturday 2 November, a group from
the Barracks fired shots over his grave, and the Last Post was sounded by
buglers. Two of Private Jellett's brothers were present, both having been
wounded during the war; a third brother had been a prisoner of war in
Germany for over four vears.

Harry Ide had been blinded in France in 1916, and returned home to 64 High
Street [in Somerstown, since demolished]. Tragically, his wife and oldest
daughter (aged 15) died of "flu, with four yvounger children having to be moved
to the Workhouse Infirmary for nursing care. On Tuesday 5 November ‘there
were hopes of their recovery’. [Alfred lde was admitted to Graylingwell
Hospital in 1919 as a Service Patient, and remained there until his death in 1964.]

War memorial

The war memorial on the outside of St Bartholomew’s church in Mount Lane
was dedicated on Sunday 3 November. On the cak panel were listed the names
of 14 men from the parish who had died. Above it was a crucifix (no longer
there). [Being outside, and made of wood, this memorial has not aged well. The
wording above the names is ‘Made perfect through suffering’, so it was not clear
what the memorial was for when 1 first saw it.]
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Fig 1: The war memorial in the outside wall of St Bartholomew's church, 2017,
{Author's collection)

Egg collections

Egg depots had been set up across the country to provide eggs for the wounded
both overseas and in Britain. Chichester's depot in West Street opened in
January 1915, and closed in February 1919. It was one of about 800 depots. To
encourage collectors and a spirit of competition, weekly totals were printed in
the newspaper. Those for 13 November included 10 collected by Mrs Sadler,
four from the dressmakers at Messrs Sykes & Son, and 12 from Chichester
(Westbourne had collected a much more impressive 96). The total of 459 was
sent to hospitals in France (219), Graylingwell [the local war hospital] (116), the
Barracks hospital (74), and auxiliary hospitals at Emsworth (24), Littlehampton
(18) and Arundel (8).

Shopping
An alternative to fresh eggs for shoppers at the Eastgate Stores (also known as
Sharp Garland’s — and a relatively early adopter of the telephone, with the
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phone number 89) was ‘Cook’s farm eggs (dried). These are new laid eggs
without the shell, and are used in exactly the same way as fresh eggs for
delicious breakfast dishes and for all cooking purposes. In cartons (12 eggs) 2s
6d per carton.’

Shippam’s, from their factory in East Walls, were advertising chicken broth jelly,
‘life saving for invalids who cannot retain food. Effective in 99 per cent of cases’.

Rather than cooking meals from scratch, Cicestrians were advised by the
World's Stores in East Street to ‘save your coals by obtaining the following
ready-to-eat foods. Best baked beans (flavoured with pork and tomato) 1loz
tins...[or] large tins... Popular spaghetti in tomato (flavoured with grated
cheese) large tins... [or] small tins..."

An advertisement ‘How to save when shopping’ made a number of
suggestions, including: ‘Never buy anything on the mere chance that it will
“come in useful”. You know that the money will come in useful.” ‘Carry home
your own parcels.” “Avoid paying a 2d fare for the sake of getting something 1d
cheaper.” ‘Shop as near home as you can and so save fares and shoe-leather.’

Horton of South Street had a brief advertisement in the Miscellaneous
column, stating “Artificial teeth of every description; best value given'.

Saunders, ironmonger, of South Street offered ‘safety razor blades re-
sharpened. Each blade honed, stropped, and finished by improved electrical

machinery for one penny each.’

Power
Keen to avoid waste, among the questions asked of the public in an
advertisement issued by the Coal Mines Department of the Board of Trade were,
‘Hawve you shut up unnecessary rooms? Have you taken out EVETY UNNECcessary
light? Have you reduced the number of hot baths and hot meals? Are you
keeping a reserve of coal for illness?’

The Chichester Electric Light & Power Co Ltd in East Street advised that the
public should use electricity with the slogan ‘A good light with a light bill".

Votes for women

As a result of the Representation of the People Act 1918, certain women over 30
years old had the right to vote. At the third meeting organised on the
‘Responsibility of the vote’, held at the Chichester Institute [in South Street], the
Countess of March said that whether women ‘wanted it or not, it was their duty
to use it as well as they possibly could. She hoped they would not make the
mistake of not using it. She asked them not to take the vote to mean what they
could get out of it for themselves, but to take the broad view and see how it
could be used to benefit the country.” The House of Commons had followed this

up by ‘making it right’ for women to sit in Parliament.
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Football

The Chichester Discharged Men's team played an away match at Southsea
Castle with the Royal Garrison Artillery. Despite being reduced by "flu to only
nine men, they held their own. There was no score in the first half, but in the
second half Chichester scored first, followed by an equaliser shortly before the
final whistle.

The end of the war

The front page of the Chichester Observer of Wednesday 13 November did not, as
one might expect, mention the end of the war two days earlier. Newspapers had
a set layout, and it was not until page 4 that the headline Victory! Glorious and
Complete’ appeared, spanning the first two columns. There were reports of
celebrations in Chichester, Bognor, Littlehampton and Bosham.

Monday 11 November

The week of 11-16 November had already been designated ‘Chichester Gun
Week', when the public were encouraged to buy National War Bonds and War
Saving Certificates at the gun which had been placed next to the Cross. The gun,
a six-inch Howitzer, complete with “the boys who had been serving it in France’,
proved a natural rallying point on Armistice Day.

Once the telephone message about the signing of the armistice was received
in Chichester at about 1lam, flags were put out, ‘and cyclists and children
appeared with miniature flags.’ The Cathedral bells were rung. A crowd
gathered at the Cross, and at noon they were addressed from the top of the gun
by the Deputy Mayor. He observed that the presence of the gun reminded them
that they still had a duty to do in supporting the government in meeting
financial responsibilities. He was followed by the Dean, and then the National
Anthem was sung, followed by three cheers ‘heartily given’ for the Navy, Army,
and Allies.

Also at noon, fog signals were let off at the railway station by the
stationmaster. Crowds remained in the city during the afternoon and evening,
and the electric street lamps could be lit again (there having been a blackout
during much of the war).

At Graylingwell War Hospital, Lt-Colonel Harold Kidd - the Commanding
Officer — visited every ward with the Matron to announce the news. He
‘extended the warmest congratulations to the men who had suffered and done
so much in achieving the victory.” There were cheers for the King, President
Wilson, and the Allies. A special tea was provided for the patients.

At 7pm there was a ‘hastily convened’ service of thanksgiving in the
Congregational Church [South Street, now demolished], representing all the
Free Churches of the city. A ‘splendid congregation” gathered despite the rain,
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and participated in ‘one of the heartiest and brightest services of thanksgiving
and praise ever held in Chichester'.

Celebratory procession

A procession had been planned for 3pm on the 14th to stimulate investment in
War Bonds, but once the Armistice was signed the procession became an
opportunity to celebrate. Thursday was early closing day for shops, but many
businesses also closed for that afternoon. The procession was enormous, longer
than East and West Streets. It left the Cattle Market at 3pm, went down Market
Avenue to South Street, down West Street, round by Orchard Street to Morth
Street, and down East Street to Eastgate Square.

Leading the procession were police inspectors and sergeants, and the
Volunteer Battalion Band, followed by the city companies of the Volunteers and
two officers on horseback, the ‘Gun Week” gun drawn by a tractor, a company
of ‘agricultural’ soldiers from the Royal Sussex Depot, and discharged
servicemen. The Americans (approximately one thousand of them) provided the
major part of the procession, with airmen, mechanics, labourers, and ‘even a
company of the coloured gentlemen from the Southern States, who were a fine
set of tall and athletic men’. Also present were convalescent sick and wounded
men in ‘hospital blues’, Land Girls, Girl Guides, Boy Scouts, 5t John Ambulance,
and the fire brigade.

Although cheers and applauses might have been expected, The crowds of
onlookers were strangely silent as the procession went by, but perhaps the
pathetic figure of Harry Ide, late of the Royal Sussex, blinded and bereft but a
few days ago of wife and elder daughter, choked down all efforts of a cheer.’

The procession was followed by a public meeting at the Cross at 4pm where,
it was noted, the addresses ‘were only heard by the few, the converging
thoroughfares at the Cross not being of the best of places for an orator to address
a big concourse of people”.

After the procession there was a tea for more than 100 ‘silver badge’ men
(discharged servicemen), with Mrs Jones singing patriotic songs while the men
ate. After several speakers, the event concluded with the singing of the National
Anthem.

The total takings for Chichester Gun Week are listed, for banks, post offices,
insurance offices and at the Cross. The latter shows the effect of the procession
on Thursday: Monday (Armistice Day) £50, Tuesday £200, Wednesday £350,
Thursday £18,100, Friday £950.

Thanksgiving services
The service in the Cathedral took place on the evening of Wednesday 13th with
‘all classes being represented’. The reporter commented that the building had
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never seen ‘a more sincere offering of
gratitude to the Almighty Arbiter of
Battles’. In his sermon and using
‘homely words’, Dean Hannah ‘made
touching tributes to those who had
given their lives for their country. God
had wrought through their sacrifices
great things for us.” The service ended
with the Te Deum and the National
Anthem.

In contrast, 5t George's, Whyke,
held a service ‘with the fullest possible
accompaniment of  ceremonial
grandeur’. Rev. Gillman's ‘powerful
address’ included the hope that there
would not be ‘another outbreak of
immorality which characterised the
first years after the South African War'.
Collections from the Sunday services

Fig 2: An invitation to the thanksgiving :
service in the Cathedral appeared in the were to go towards the war memorial
Chichester Observer, 13 November 1918, outside the west porch.
(West Sussex Record Office)

Deaths of service personnel

Among all those celebrating, however, there were families waiting for news
from overseas, and families already in mourning. G H Byles of 168 Orchard
Street, ‘recently discharged from the Army and just started work’, died aged 22
on 1 November. Gilbert Elliott of 28 Kingsham Road was killed in action in
France on 4 November. The family of Len Penfold, who had died of wounds in
France in 1915 placed an ‘in memoriam’ notice, part of which read ‘But the
hardest part has yet to come, when the heroes all come home / And we miss
among the cheering crowd one that will never return.’

German prisoners of war
Families in Germany would also have been waiting for news of their loved ones.

Two Germans from Eartham Camp, Otto Ide (22) and Johann Erfurth (25), died
of pneumonia. At the inquest, the huts in the camp were described as warm and
comfortable, with plenty of wood and electric light, and the men received their
rations regularly. Wilhelm Schroder (23) died at Graylingwell War Hospital
from pneumonia, and Gustave Aldler (27) died in the Barracks Hospital from
"flu and pneumonia.
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Last lighting case

The final case for a lighting breach under the Lighting Order heard before
magistrates (sitting on Saturday 16th) was for an offence in Pound Farm Road,
where light had been coming from a large brazier on the tail of a van, used for
cooking food. It was suggested, and agreed, that as ‘we live in better times now’
the case might be dismissed on payment of the costs (six shillings).

Tribunal

The final meeting of the Chichester Military Service Tribunal was held on the
14th. Following the passing of the Military Service Act in 1916, the Tribunal had
reviewed cases where men had been called up but felt they should be exempt.
Reasons for not doing so included their job, or caring responsibilities. ‘Many
hundreds’ of applications had been dealt with.

Mayoral election

At the annual meeting of the City Council there were five Aldermen, ten
Councillors, Town Clerk, Surveyor, Accountant, and Sanitary Inspector. The
Mayor, 5ir Archibald Garland, was absent through illness, but he was elected as
Mayor for the seventh time, which was believed to be a record.

Education

Three Chichester schools (boarding and day) advertised weekly. Lindenau
School offered ‘excellent education on modern lines for girls" with ‘special
attention to languages, music and physical culture’. The Prebendal School
offered ‘thorough education on modern lines. Special attention to commercial
subjects and modern languages. Special reduction for brothers and sons of
clergymen’. St Margaret’s High School in MNorth Pallant had ‘large airy

dormitories and classrooms’ and a ‘resident foreign mistress’.

Politics

The Chichester Division Labour Party held a public meeting at the Institute in
South Street which was addressed by Mr Green, the Labour candidate. The
meeting was well attended, and ‘pianoforte selections were rendered as the
electors assembled.”

For sale

Among the items for sale, and available from Mr Evans at the Nurseries in
Bognor Road, were ‘cockerels, early hatched; White Wyandottes, Rhode Island
Reds, Light Sussex; finest strains; also Indian Runner drakes.” Available for sale
at £4 15s from ‘L', contactable through the ‘Chichester Observer’ offices, was a
set of white Tibet furs, ‘new this season, never worn, great bargain’.
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Accommuodation

An unfurnished property in a ‘central position’ in Chichester was available,
with a small garden. It offered five rooms, ‘with use of bath (h. & c.), [and]
indoor lavatory”. Young children, however, were “objected to’.

Situations vacant

The occupant of Stockbridge House was looking for a “good [cook] general’ and
a kitchen maid, whereas | U of 7 Cawley Road wanted a general servant, daily
from 8.30 till 6pm. The occupants of 12 St John's Street required a ‘nursery
governess, or lady nurse” for two children aged five and three, and a house
parlourmaid whose wages were to be £18.

An Assistant Nurse was wanted at the Chichester Workhouse Infirmary. She
had to be over 21, although previous training was not necessary. The salary was
£20 for the first year and £25 for the second year. Board, lodging, washing and
uniform were provided. Barrett at The Cross wanted a “strong lad or discharged
soldier or sailor as Porter; ride bicycle’.

Departure of the colours

Towards the end of the month, crowds were out again to watch the colours of
the 2nd Battalion Royal Sussex Regiment pass through the streets on their
journey to the Battalion, which had been selected to form part of the Army of
Occupation in Germany. The colours had been in safe keeping at the Barracks
since the 2nd Battalion had left for France in August 1914. There was a formal
handover to the escort at the Barracks, and the colours were then marched to the
railway station and cheered as they departed.
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THE WOODS FAMILY OF CHILGROVE
by Patrick D Combes

he earliest record of the Woods family seems to be that of May 1651, when

Thomas Woods, of West Dean, a husbandman, took a lease of land for 99
years in West Dean, from the Manor of Hulters, with his sons, Thomas and John,
to inherit on his death.! Another early record was the Hearth Tax of 1670,
showing Thomas Woods having five hearths in Chilgrove, which indicates quite
a reasonable size house for the time.:

In October 1676, there was a feoffment (or sale) of a farm and house called
Hulters, in Chilgrove,” and then in 1696 John Woods Senior died. However,
there next was a marriage settlement in April 1710 between John Woods junior,
his son and heir, and Mary Yalden* and then in October there was a surrender
of customary lands of about 22 acres in Hilsters, West Dean, to the use of John
Woods.® He survived until 1731, and was then succeeded by his son, William.
His marriage produced five children, all baptised at West Dean church, between
William in September 1715 and Mary in November 1726. William died in 1791.

In 1754 a John Woods was described as a corn merchant, having a bond of
£160 from Francis Peachey of Rumboldswhyke.® One of the family, Henry, son
of John Woods of Chilgrove, married Rebecca, in November 1761, sister of
Gilbert White of Selborne, the naturalist, who made several recorded visits to
see them there. There is an early drawing of Chilgrove House in 1782:
5 H Grimm visited and recorded views of many country houses in Sussex
around that time.” The drawing shows the closeness of the house to the farm
buildings, a few of which still stand in altered form today.

Fig 1: Grimm’s 1782 drawing of Chilgrove House and farm. (Author's collection)
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It appears at one stage that the front of the house, probably facing west, was
going to be remodelled in the style of the print, by Chichester artist and
engraver Thomas King, published in 1816 — but it is not certain that this was
actually carried out. The text underneath the engraving suggests that the
property be known as Chilgrove Manor.

Fig 2: King's engraving for a proposed remodelling of the house. (Author's collection)

John William Woods and Admiral Murray

Actual surviving records at this time are very sparse, and we just get a snapshot
occasionally throwing some light on the family succession and their activities.
In 1760 John William Woods was born, later marrying Mary Anne Guy, and
producing three children: Mary, born in 1798; then Margaret in 1799; and the son
and heir, William Leyland, in 1802. It is not recorded how the friendship arose,
but there is a letter by a member of the Woods family, written 24 October 1810
from Chilgrove, to Admiral Murray, whose normal residence was in Chichester,
asking him and his wife to visit them at Chilgrove for a day or so in the very

near future:®
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Dear Sir,

Mrs Woods left me yesterday for Sir Thomas Millars (she returns
tomorrow) with injunctions to write to you, in the event of a letter from
Mrs Thomson. That letter I have received by today’s post saying he hopes
to be with me on Friday next with his family, who he is moving to Town
through Chichester. The writer begged 1 should say how very much you
would oblige him if you would come and sleep at Chilgrove either Friday
or Saturday. He has only a Bachelors Bed to offer you on this occasion but
any time the week after next we shall be much happy to see you and Mrs
Murray with Mr and Mrs Baker and your Guest. If you will ride up we
can take care of your horse and I send this by the Glazier returning home.

I propose to do my housework tomorrow in the morning by 10 or 11
o'clock when I shall call for your answer, and bring a pair of shoes if you
approve. Please come as Mr Thomson is quite a stranger to here and [ have
heard such good and agreeable a soul to support one, with kindest regards
to Mrs Murray and your good Mother not forgetting George.

I remain dear Sir
Very Truly Yours
| Mary Woods’

It does seem that John William appears to be a well-educated and interested
farmer in that he kept farm records and highway accounts, together with dates
of harvesting, and prices of wheat and barley crops, over quite a long period.®
Another feature was an interest in rainfall recording and well levels at
Chilgrove, which was also carried on by other members of the family over the
period 1834-1935, forming a valuable historical record used later by other
national water experts. 10

William Leyland Woods - and his diary

His son, William Leyland, married Mary Ann Fort, and their family of seven
children were all baptised in West Dean church. They were: John William, born
1837; Thomas Leyland, 1838; Mary Charlotte 1840, Lucy Catherine, 1841;
Charles James, 1843; Alice Mary, 1846; and Edmund Leyland, 1848.

William left a short diary, dated December 1838 to March 1839, particularly
on the birth of his second son, Thomas, which gives an insight into his life at
home, and also on his connections to life outside as a farmer in the parish, as a
Justice of the Peace, and in Chichester itself at that time.!! Here are some
extracts:

Dec 15 [1838]: Arrival of second child, a boy - ‘mother and child doing as
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well as could be expected’ — and on the 17th the diarist visits West Stoke and
Sennicotts — “at the latter both poorly — on to Chichester and Bognor to call on
the Teesdales and thereafter saw poor William Upton, a sad wreck from
paralysis.’

Dec 19: “To Chichester — market day — savings banks. I fear I shall lose some
money forwarded to me..."

Dec 25: ‘Meat and bread given away to all the people belonging or working
on the farm. Many thanked me but not all.’

Jan 6 [1839]: ‘Sunday — very wet and did not go to Church or out of doors.
Read prayers pm and a sermon in evening,. Mary Anne in considerable pain from
inflammation on one side of breast - leeches on and relieved her in some degree.’

Jan 7: ‘Dance at W. Johnson — very pleasant — much dancing. Cotillions,
Roger de Coverley.’

Jan 8: ‘M.A. much in bed, eats little except at dinner — no Porter. Out shooting
- a pheasant and partridge. Spoke to Gypsys.’

Jan 11: ‘Had some bread made of 1/3 barley and 2/3 wheaten flour — brown
coloured but not disagreeable in flavour. Rec’d invitation to dine at Goodwood
on Monday — which I have accepted. 1 have never called.”

Jan 12: ‘To Chichester — Blue school [Oliver Whitby] meeting.... To the Bench,
not much business except one or two poaching cases and a removal - the Duke
there — paying bills.... Charlotte has danced 10 Quadrilles, this is foolish
commencement after so long a period of rest.”

Jan 14: ‘Evening — dined at Goodwood. 30 to dinner. No. of deaths in
Boxgrove Parish last year said to be only 9 out of 700.’

Jan 15: “To the Infirmary Ball 251 people. Very good and music — paid for by
private subscription. About £70 will be cleared for infirmary. Danced well past
3 o'c - God Save the Queen played admirably.’

Jan 18: ‘Frosty and cold - to Westbourne, no application for relief except in
sickness — 100 in the workhouse.”

Jan 30: ‘To Chichester — Market Day — paid bills for horses - rode to
Worthing. Caught in snow storm.’

Jan 31: “Rode on to Brighton to a County meeting re Horsham gaol and the
Railroad - also model Prison.”

Feb 9: "Received present from Katherine Woods who is to be Godmother to
the boy. She has sent £5-5 and expresses a wish that he should be called
Edmund. This proposition I do not much like. I shall put this money by to
accumulate and add the interest each year till he is able to answer for himself.”

Feb 20: ‘Last week on market day signed a Petition to the Houses of
Parliament in support of the present system of restriction on the importation of
corn — numerously signed by owners and occupiers... a famous speech from Sir
R Peel’
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Feb 27: ‘Lord March aged 21 - Duke and Duchess of Richmond gave ball and
supper to 600 or 700 persons, a new room fitted up on the occasion - a grand
sight, went off remarkably well.’

March 6: “A bad night tooth aching sadly which nothing would assuage but
cold water — rode into Chichester and Buckle took out two — a stump much
inflamed and the tooth in the upper jaw — right side — a sharp contest to evacuate
the enemy.’

The house at Chilgrove - final connections

There is, in the 1987 book by Richard Pailthorpe and lan Seraillier,'? a picture of
the house at Chilgrove where they [William Leyland and Mary Ann Woods]
lived for some long period. The house is incorrectly referred to as Chilgrove
Manor. They found the house to be rather damp in many winters, as when the
springs rose after heavy rainfall, the valley in which the house was situated
became flooded and caused distress to the occupants.

Fig 3: William and Mary Woods® house at Chilgrove.
{Author's collection, reproduced with the permission of Richard Pailthorpe)

All that is remaining of the old house today is the garden, the well, and the
stable block, which has now been converted into a modern house for the farm.
This old house was then replaced in 1853 by a larger, more modern building,
which survives to this day, built slightly higher up on the opposite side of the
road. Later in his life William was honoured by being made High Sheriff for
Sussex in 1864, He died in 1868.

His eldest son, another John William, took over running the estate, but when
he died, in November 1917, there were no children to inherit, so John William's
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