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EDITORIAL

rom Botany to Bernstein and Admiral Murray to Arrowsmith, this year's

Journal can only be described as a very eclectic collection of articles relating
to Chichester and the surrounding area. Some are written by regular
contributors whilst others come from further afield but all are very welcome
and it seems only appropriate to mention that this yearly Journal can only
appear if articles are forthcoming; whether one page or several it behoves us all
to think of what we can write down for the next Journal - either from personal
{or family) recollection or from the result of research in the West Sussex Record
Office (WSRO) or beyond.

The WSRO is a constant source of information and inspiration for these
pages and we would do well to remember that many of the documents we study
there today are only accessible because someone in the past chose to preserve
them. This could be a large collection such as the Murray ephemera described
in Richard Plowman's article or Margaret Henderson’s single document
concerning arrangements in case of invasion here in the First World War.
Margaret gave this single sheet to the Record Office, yet it was a small piece of
paper that could so very easily have been discarded instead. In this throw away
age it is important that we remember that once an ephemeral document is
destroyed it is lost forever. However, once given to the WSRO a document is
secure for the future and may one day provide just that little piece of
information for which a researcher may be looking, and of course may spark yet
more articles for the CLHS Journal!

Two other vital components for producing a Journal are a supportive friend
from the committee, Hilary Sloan, and my husband Robert who also acted as
photographer, proof reader and contributor. My thanks to them both.

Finally we turn to the front cover and the reproduction of a watercolour by
JT Tough from the year 1948 which came from the auction at Strides in February
this year. This depicts West Street looking towards Westgate; a scene that has
much altered now from the time when it was painted. This charming picture
raises the question of who was JT Tough? We know that Strides has sold a
painting by this painter before (in 2003 his painting of West Pallant was
included in the auction). Apart from that all that we can say is that The Novium
Museum possesses a painting donated in 1962 by one |JT Tough. It is an oil
painting of The Mill Quay, Bosham by the artist Isaac Walter Jenner (1836-1901).
Does anyone have any more information?

Terry Carlysle



MURRAY ONE YEAR ON; A REVIEW

by Richard Plowman
Chairman of The Murray Club.

The years 2015-2016 have been very important for fans of Admiral 5ir George Murray
and thus Richard Plowman was asked to write a brief account of the activities of The
Murray Club. Readers will notice that Alan Green has produced an article updating his
New Chichester Paper (NCP No. 6) on the Admiral’s home; known to Cicestrians as
The Ship, which earlier in 2016 was remamed the Chichester Harbour Hotel but was
then restored to the original name following public protest.

Surm'tinwh‘ it is useful to take a short break, look back, review and take stock.
How has the year gone? Did you achieve your objectives? What were the
highlights and conversely what could have been better? What new and
surprising information did you discover along the way? Then looking forward
and where do we go from here?

Admiral Sir George Murray, altributed to Woolcolt
(in the possession of lan Murray Esq)
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So why did we choose to celebrate the 200th Anniversary of Admiral Sir
George Murray? A year ago before The Murray Club’s varied activities and the
exhibition at The Novium Museum, if you asked anyone, except a very small
group of local Chichester or naval historians, who Admiral Sir George Murray
was, you would probably just get a blank expression, shrug of the shoulders and
an utterance of ‘never heard of him". Without a chance conversation with Barry
Aldridge about his book My Dear Murray, all the Murray family papers, letters
from Nelson and artefacts would have probably been split up and lost forever.
Happily that has been averted as a small group of us got together and formed
The Murray Club which consists of myself and Barry Aldridge as co-founders;
local historians Alan Green and Philip Robinson, Emeritus Professor of the
University of Chichester; Anne Scicluna, three times Mayor of Chichester and a
local guide; David Shannon, a former guide on HMS Victory; Clive Hand, the
film maker; Vincent Gray the sculptor and, of course, lan Murray a direct
descendant of Admiral Sir George Murray. We decided on a Club rather than
Society which tended to be more formal than we wished, wanting to be more
like MNelson's ‘Band of Brothers’ (and Sisters!). However, we did decide we
needed a Constitution to help later with the requests for funding and this lays
down clearly our objectives. The Murray Club exists to:

1. further the knowledge and appreciation of the life and times of Admiral
Sir George Murray, 1759-1819, both at sea and in his native City of
Chichester;

2. act on behalf of the Murray Family in transferring the Murray Collection
to the safe keeping of West Sussex Record Office and/or other suitable
bodies in the City of Chichester, where they can be accessed for future
public research.

We shall return to these objectives at the end to see whether they have been
achieved and, of course, you the reader will be the ultimate judge. The key event
to start the year of celebration was the premiere of the film My Dear Murray at
New Park Cinema on January 30th. A considerable amount of work had been
done before then, such as Barry Aldridge engaging in further research and then
expanding and rewriting his original work and Clive Hand working on the
production of the excellent DVD of the same title. We had the great good fortune
to be able to film on HMS Victory even if it was a major challenge given the time
constraints. It was therefore a good job we had Philip Robinson playing Admiral
Sir George Murray with his great presentation skills which earned him the
nickname on set of ‘One Take Robinson! In fact having a Murray Club video
diary of the events has been a real asset to the project and will enable all to relive
the events in the future with so much more than just words and photographs.
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We were grateful to the City Council
who gave us a grant to cover the filming
cost which came in at £360; great value
for money.

Funding, of course, was vital and
early on it had been decided to go for
Heritage Lottery Funding which was
certainly necessary if we were to achieve
an exhibition at The Novium Museum
which was very desirable as a means of
bringing the Admiral to the attention of a
much wider audience. At the time we
had little in the way of financial
resources; without a bank account or
indeed any formal organisation we were
aware that we would need a partner to
apply for the grant. The City Council
didn’t have the resources at the time and
I was very grateful for the help of Lone
Le Vay of Chichester District Council
who managed the application and subsequent bureaucracy. It did take two
attempts but eventually we succeeded in getting a HLF grant of nearly £60,000,
The reason for the first failure was an over-emphasis on the exhibition at The
Novium Museum and insufficient planning for engaging in community
activities which failings were rectified in the second successful application.

Having to apply twice meant that the HLF funding was not available until
May 26th, nearly half way through the year, meaning that until that date The
Murray Club were uncertain of whether the second attempt would succeed.

Poster for My Dear Murray.
Produced by Clive Hand

However, thanks to a generous donation by our current President, John Rank,
we were able to plan some of the activities regardless of whether the HLF was
forthcoming. Even when we were awarded the grant, the finance system of the
Chichester District Council proved to be a challenge; in particular that part
administered by The Novium Museum and it took three months to get the small
payment for The Murray Club which left relationships a little strained. In
contrast the West Sussex Record Office could not have been more helpful
throughout the project. However, one good thing to emerge from dealings with
The Novium Museum was the appointment of the Project Co-ordinator, Alex
Bogard but more of him later.

Having filled in some of the background, let’s return to what I consider the
first event of the celebration year. At 11:15am on Friday 30th January, 2015 some
100 invited guests attended the premiere of Clive Hand's film My Dear Murray.
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The film was spectacular on the big screen at the New Park Centre and the sound
quality was excellent. Although we could only manage a red carpet tile on our
budget and not a red carpet, we were off to a great start having immediately
engaged an appreciative audience for the future events planned by the Club.

On April 28th 2015 I gave a talk at the West Sussex Record Office as part of
their regular series of talks. The publicity was excellent and there was a record
attendance for such an event. It was the first public showing of the golden
sword, the Lord St Vincent silver tray and the Tudor Mayor’s ring from the City
Council. The Record Office also had an impressive collection of Murray
documents on display including some of Nelson's letters. At the end of the talk,
and having safely gathered back the Mayor's ring from the lady members of the
audience who were trying it on their fingers, I met up with Peter Mosse. This
was to prove the most useful of contacts. Captain James Robert Mosse, his direct
ancestor, was Captain of HMS Monarch who had been killed at the Battle of
Copenhagen on April 2nd 1801.

In the car park opposite the Record Office, Peter Mosse showed me the actual
sword and telescope that Captain Mosse had carried at the battle of Copehagen.
These now form part of the exhibition at The Novium Museum. A visit to Peter
Mosse’s cottage near West Meon proved to be a treasure trove including the
original documents from the Nore Mutiny of 1797 and many other artefacts.
Interestingly Murray and Mosse have subsequent chapters in the Nelson's Band
of Brothers book by Peter Hore, Local author Kate Mosse is related through her
tather, Richard Mosse, who was a cousin of Peter Mosse.

Anne Scicluna encouraged us to have something in the new Festival of
Chichester so two Murray Trail events were run on June 13th and June 30th,
2015 by local guide and friend Peter Froggatt who was somewhat daunted to
find Alan Green booked on his first tour! The Murray trail booklet is freely
available! and covers most of the important buildings and places in Chichester
such was the involvement of the Murray family in Chichester.

With the uncertainty of Heritage Lottery Funding, we had been required to
plan on the basis of using our own resources. The main event was to be a three
day exhibition in early July at the Old Court Room with a series of lunchtime
talks. Eventually this became the launch event for the Heritage Lottery Funding,
Early on a "Hanging Committee’was formed of Anne Scicluna, Alan Green and
me and we decided that there would be three themes of Murray at Sea, Murray
at Home and Murray in the City which would also form the three lunchtime
talks and the pop-up banners which could be utilised for any later mobile
display. A Georgian room setting was thought appropriate and thanks to Anne’s
contacts at Pallant House we borrowed a spare, secure display case for the most
precious artefacts such as the golden sword and Mayor’s ring and maces. Alan's
house was emptied of many of his fine Georgian pieces and the National
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Museum of the Royal Navy, Portsmouth helped us with copies of maps and
other items including a wonderful large scale model of Victory. 2015 was also the
250th Anniversary of HMS Victory which ship plays an important part in our
story. Nelson, Murray and Hardy spent two years together at sea on the Victory
from 1803 to 1805 chasing the French fleet. It was disappointing that this model
of HMS Victory could not be incorporated in The Novium Museum “Murray or
None' exhibition due to lack of space as the model was a major attraction at the
Old Court Room exhibition. The City Council were very helpful looking after
the insurance and security aspects. After three days, three great lunchtime talks
from Philip Robinson, Alan Green and Anne Scicluna and over 300 visitors, we
were very satisfied with the result and the launch had gone well. The loaned
display case and certain artefacts such as the golden sword were then
transferred as temporary display in The Novium Museum. The original plans
for a July major exhibition had been put back until November and eventually
the major exhibition opened on December 15th, 2015.

On July 15th and 16th 2015 members of the Murray family from all over the
world met in Chichester. On the evening of their arrival at the Ship Hotel, the
Admiral's former home, we had a splendid banquet. Next morning they were
tormerly greeted by the Town Crier, given a reception by the Mayor in the
Parlour and a tour of the Council House and Chichester by Anne Scicluna. This
was followed by a wonderful exhibition of the documents at the West Sussex
Record Office organised by Wendy Walker and a visit to see the temporary
exhibit at The Novium Museum, The family clearly enjoyed themselves and at
the end decided that Chichester must be the home for all the Admiral's
documents and artefacts. It was a key moment in achieving our objective.

Very seldom do you have the perfect day but for me this was 2nd August,
2015, The sun shone and a large crowd had assembled at the Canal basin to
watch the mock Battle of Trafalgar. Portsmouth Model Boat Display team, with
10 model sailing ships with working cannon pyrotechnics, put on a wonderful
display which is now captured in an excellent documentary film called Crossing
the T by Clive Hand. Afterwards we adjourned to Alan Green's lovely Georgian-
themed garden and spent a wonderful few hours sipping sparkling wine.

Alan Green really exceeded all expectation with the wonderful concert at St
John's Chapel on September 26th, 2015. In a masterly fashion he wove together
a programme covering the life of Admiral Sir George Murray with readings,
poetry and music of the period whilst also acting as compére. John Coldstream,
as the reader of often complex Georgian poetry and verse, was pivotal in the
success of the evening,. | have never enjoyed myself more than being Nelson to
John Coldstream’s Hardy as he outlined the latest navy health and safety rules
to a much exasperated Nelson. Luckily this has also been preserved in The
Murray Club video diaries.



On every October 21st since we formed, The Murray Club have made it a
tradition to gather together for a Trafalgar Day dinner and in 2015, David
Shannon gave us a fascinating account of how the news of the victory of
Trafalgar was brought back to England by Lieutenant Lapenotiere, on HMS
Pickle.

Alex Bogard started work in late September as the Project Officer for the HLF
Murray Project. It was a good appointment as he had previous experience with
the Royal Collection at Windsor. He quickly got to grips with the job and, given
that several months had elapsed since we had started the project, his main focus
was to put together the ‘Murray or None” Exhibition at The Novium Museum.
Despite some problems and not being fully finished by the opening on
December 15th, the exhibition has been very well received. Barry Aldridge must
take credit for the many hours spent making sure that the information presented
was correct. The exhibition on the mezzanine of the first floor of The Novium
Museum will now run until December 2016 and is free to enter. There are other
community events such as sleepovers, educational packs, presentations to care
homes, mobile exhibitions and some interesting talks arranged by The Murray
Club. There were two talks organised at The Novium Museum; one by Peter
Hore, author of the book Band of Brothers on Thursday 30th June and the other
by Mark Barton on ceremonial swords on Saturday 9th July. Apart from advice,
The Murray Club involvement in these activities was minimal.

All this activity carried on into 2016 but last on the original list of events for
the commemoration year was to be a special evensong service at the Cathedral
on February 28th, the anniversary of the death of Admiral Sir George Murray.
Tim Schofield, the Precentor, put together a moving evensong featuring the
organ music of John Marsh and many nautical references. The start of the
service was the blessing of the memorial in the Sailor's Chapel by the Dean and
a procession with Clergy and The Murray Club down the Cathedral .

Members of the Murray Club in
the Sailors” Chapel of the
Cathedral before Evensong on
February 28th 2016.

I-r Barry Aldridge (Co-Founder),
Tim Schofield (Precentor), Anne
Scicluna, Clive Hand, Stephen
Waine { Dean), ol Rank
{President), Richard Plowman
{(Chairman), Alan Green.

(©Rob Campling)




Many of the previously unresolved matters such as who had possession of
the golden sword and who signed the conveyance of Admiral Sir George
Murray's house were presented at the Chichester Local History Society’s talk on
10th February.? The momentum of The Murray Club continues as new avenues
of research continue to open up as well as the fellowship of The Murray Club
itself. I am grateful for the many hours of work and dedication of The Murray
Club and indeed all who have supported us.

This is however a good point to go back and check on those two objectives.
First, raising the knowledge and appreciation of Admiral Sir George Murray has
been achieved. No longer do | get blank stares at the name Admiral Sir George
Murray but instead a spontaneous reply. My most treasured measure of success
is a copy of a letter from a certain Lady B to a well-known author on Nelson,
berating him for not including Murray in his latest book. Secondly, we have
secured a home for all the Murray letters and documents in WSRO and a
bequest from the Murray family to the people of Chichester of the most
important artefacts; the golden sword, the Lord St Vincent silver tray and the
gold captain’s medal presented to Murray after the battle of 5t Vincent. These
artefacts will be on permanent display at the Council House. The whole
collection together is considered of national importance and | am pleased to
report that it will always be there for future generations of researchers and the
people of Chichester.

Finally our next major objective is to get the wondertul statue of Murray and
Nelson by Vincent Gray on the front lawn of Fernleigh House oppaosite the Ship
Hotel. | refuse to call it anything else.

It has been a long and enjoyable journey and as Nelson said at the Battle of
Copenhagen:

It is warm work; and this day may be the last to any of us at a moment.
But mark you! I would not be elsewhere for thousands.

THE YEAR SIXTEEM - SMIPPETS FROM CHICHESTER'S PAST

1616 According to the diocesan records in WSRO Samuel Harsnett, Bishop of Chichester
from 160%-161%, made his 3rd visitation [regular inspection] in this year and asked why
there had been no improvement after his complaints and instructions from his previous two
visitations. Many lay vicars were absent for months at a time; copes, vestments and books
were missing and there was an ale house in the closa!

1. From the Council House in North Street and The Movium Museum
2. See Alan Green's article ‘More on the Murrays’ which starts on the next page
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MORE ON THE MURRAYS - A POSTSCRIPT TO NCP6

by Alan H | Green

Introduction

I suspect that most writers must know the galling experience of finding some
new, and vital, piece of information after the publication of a work, and so has
it been with me and the Murray family. My New Chichester Paper No 6 (NCP6&)
“The Ship Hotel, the Home of Admiral Sir George Murray’ was produced as part
of the Admiral Murray project, and two issues unresolved at the time were how
Admiral Murray came to sign the conveyance for the site of his new house -
nicknamed “The Admiralty’ — when he was actually at sea at the time, and where
his elder brother John lived.

Property deeds relating to the Murray family have been trickling onto the
market over the past two years and three such for The Admiralty site sparked
NCP6. Such deeds are still surfacing, both via ebay and at Stride and Son's
auction house here in Chichester, and since the publication of NCP6 [ have
made two further acquisitions, the first of which is a series of deeds, which
turned up at Strides, relating to properties in Little London that have cast some
light on both the unresolved issues.

John Murray's dwelling

Bailey's Directory of 1784, and that of Barfoot & Wilkes of 1797, list John Murray
as 'Grocer, Chinaman & Distributor of Stamps for the Western Division of
Sussex’ but give no address.! When the government introduced a horse tax in
1784 John Murray posted notices in the press under the address ‘Stamp Office,
Chichester’.2 A Stamp Office was a local tax office where those liable to pay, inter
alia, stamp duties, would go to render their dues and have the requisite stamp
applied to the document or goods in question.

In the Goodwood Estate archive are three ground-floor plans of shops in
Chichester, and one of these, signed by John Murray on 4 May 1787, is
identifiable from comparison with town plans as being No 12 East Street.” This
shop, in the parish of 5t Peter the Great, is on the north side of the street; older
Cicestrians will remember this as being Dewhurst the Butcher, but it is now
occupied by Kuoni. It is quite likely that No. 12 East Street, leased from
Goodwood, was the earlier location of John Murray's businesses. Three years
later, in 1792, he was recorded as paying church rates on ‘a house’ in the tiny St
Martin's parish.t That house is not identifiable, but would have been either in St
Martin’s Lane/Square or at the east end of Lion Street.

In Seagrave’s 1804 Chichester Directory® Murrays are listed as living in Little
London, with entries including ‘Murray — Stamp Office’ and the deeds that |
have recently acquired enable these premises to be located. The first such deed
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is a lease dated 14 April 1808 from the Custos and Poor of the Hospital of St
Mary to John Murray and Samuel Cobby for:

All that Tenement Edifice and Building now and for some years past used
as two Counting Houses and a Cellar with the Vault underneath...
bounded by a Street or Lane called the Little London within the City of
Chichester aforesaid on the East... and by frechold premises formerly of
Sarah Tutte Spinster afterwards by the said Alexander Williams but now
of the said John Murray and Samuel Cobby on the South. ..

Signed and Sealed John Murray and Sarah Tutte but not witnessed.®

The fact that these premises are described as ‘two counting houses’ ties in
nicely with the Chichester Stamp Office, but as with all Georgian property
deeds no land plan is given, so its location relies solely on abuttals. Luckily,
another document in the series is a draft conveyance for the same premises,
dated 24 June 18897 which has the same description and abuttals but usefully
carries a coloured land plan. This identifies the building as being on the west
side of Little London, and it still stands, now numbered 3, and currently
Dunnaway’s taxi depot with the La Havana bar occupying the vault.

In 1797 Samuel Cobby was listed as being a collector of customs, and in 1804
he and John Murray were listed as being in partnership as both coast agents and
wine merchants, so John had moved on from being a grocer, and both had
multiple strings to their bows.®

The land plan (See Fig 1, left) shews that at the time of the 1889 lease the
building comprised two separate premises which are coloured pink (north) and
yellow (south). The premises that had been leased in 1808 to John Murray is the
pink (southern) portion which adjoins The Golden Cross public house to the
south. The yellow premises are those formerly used by John Murray as his
Stamp House and which, according to the wording in the earlier lease, he
already held in 1808. As the said land plan is being brought to you in black and
white the pink appears as the darker, and the yellow the lighter, shading.

John Murray died in 1833 and his funeral was held at St Peter the Great
where the entry in the Parish Register records that he was ‘from Little London’
providing evidence that 3 Little London was the final dwelling place of John
Murray. As the parish church for Little London was actually St Andrew, John
had maintained his loyalty to his old church as indeed had George since The
Admiralty was situated in the parish of S5t Peter the Less.

Another document in this acquisition is an Assignment and Release of
leasehold lands, dated 22 December 1791, in respect of a public house in Little
London called The King of Prussia, that was later renamed The Golden Cross.® The
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Fig 1 Comparizon of thel889 land plan (left)
with the fuller picture given by the 1875
1:500 scale OS5 (right) corroborales the build-
ing concerned, The buildings to the south of
the lighter shaded demised premises arve the
slorchouse and yard of the Golden Cross
which are described in the abubals,

Golden Cross ceased to be a public house after 1903 and by 1906 it had become a
coal merchant's office. It was numbered as 2 Little London from 1893, but was
sub-divided into 2 and 2A between 1912 and 1926 and remained so until the
building was demolished in the early 1950s to make way for the entrance to the
new Little London car park. Its final fling had been as Turner and Bushell's
second hand shop.'" Interestingly, No 3 Little London has recently been named
‘Golden Cross House', the new owners obviously assuming that this had been
the public house in question, an assumption that is demonstrably in error.

Who signed the conveyance for The Admiralty?

As has been intimated, when the site for The Admiralty was conveyed to George
Murray in 1804'! the conveyance was seemingly signed and sealed by him, but
the muster books for HMS Victory shew that he was at sea at the time so, unless
it was sent out and back in despatches, someone else must have scribed his
name for him. That signature does not quite match authenticated George
Murray signatures and the opinion of a graphologist was that it was in a female
hand, possibly that of Mrs Murray. John Murray was also a party to the
conveyance, as George's trustee, but curiously had not signed it.

Now the abovementioned 1808 conveyance is signed by John Murray, and
comparison of his signature with that ostensibly of George on the said 1804
conveyance, shews that they are very similar, so similar in fact as to suggest that
it was John who had scribed the George signature on the absent admiral’s behalf
and then could not sign it himself as trustee without giving the game away!
Such action may have been legitimate if John had been given power of attorney
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to do so - if not it was a forgery. An expert opinion from the graphologist is to
be sought to explore this theorem further.

- i, W 4 B
Fig 2 (left) Johmn Murray's seal and signature on the 1808 conveyance of his properly in Little

London and (right) the seal and signature, ostensibly of George Murray, on the 1804
conveyance of The Admiralty. The similarity between the signatures is remarkable.

Enlarging the Admiral’s Garden

When researching NCP6 | deduced that Admiral Murray had, at some time
between the published town plans of 1812 and 1820, acquired a landlocked plot
of land to the rear of The Admiralty in order to enlarge his garden. Another
Murray document turned up on ebay in February this year, this time a lease for
a year* of a piece of garden ground in the Parish of Saint Peter the Less within
the City of Chichester, from Mrs Jane Cutfield to Admiral Murray and his
Trustee.!? Once again there is no land plan but abuttals reveal that the lease
relates to the Admiral’s garden extension and it was made in 1814, John Murray
again acted as George's trustee, but this time neither brother signed the
document, only Jane Cutfield, the vendor, did so.

The document is dated 4 May 1814 which is exactly ten years on from the
Admiral's acquisition of the site on which he built his fine house. The extract
from the 1874 1:500 OS, given in Fig 3, shews the land in question which today
forms part of the Ship Hotel car park.

Envoi

Historical research is never complete and I have a feeling there are more
documents relating to the Murrays lurking out there - | just hope they manage
to land back here in Chichester where they belong. In the meantime - Vigilate!

Coda

As | was writing this piece, the Ship Hotel, the subject of NCP6, was being
rebranded by its new owners, and a new hanging sign proclaims it to be the
Harbour Hotel. This lamentable act is being carried out in the name of corporate
identity (the new owners are the Harbour Hotel Group) with no respect for the

*Lease and Release — the Release completing the outright sale is missing
13



Fig 3. An extract from the 1874 1:500 scale OS5 on which I have marked
the piece of garden ground as "A’

historical significance of the name. When The Admiralty became an hotel in
1939 it was named The Ship on account of its naval associations, and some of its
many subsequent owners have built on that theme. The immediate past owners
renamed the restaurant Murrays and even had the Admiral’s image on their
house wine label, but all that is now lost. We will, of course, continue to refer to
it as The Ship (just as Cicestrians still call House of Fraser Morants) and the blue
plaque commemorating George Murray will - hopefully - remain. | just wonder
though how many unsuspecting punters will be expecting a sea view.
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GEORGIAN MIDHURST:
CHICHESTER'S NEIGHBOUR TO THE NORTH

by Alan H | Green

Introduction
Twelve miles to the north of Chichester, on the other side of the South Downs,
lies another market town: Midhurst. Georgian Midhurst had a population of
1073 in 1801 against the cathedral city’s 4684, but both towns underwent a
similar transformation in the 18th and early 19th centuries, acquiring fine new
buildings to reflect the increased prosperity that was sweeping the land;
buildings erected by wealthy townsmen mostly with money derived from trade.
In an article of this length I can only scratch the proverbial surface of the
subject of Georgian Midhurst but 1 will introduce a few of Midhurst’s influential
Georgians, look at the buildings they created, consider some aspects of life in the
town during this important, but often overlooked, period of its history and also
reveal some of Midhurst's links and parallels with its larger neighbour to the
south.

The Charman Family

A most influential Midhurst man in the early part of the 18th century was John
Charman who begat a family dynasty that was to last throughout the Georgian
era. In true Georgian tradition the eldest Charman sons bore their father’s name
s0, to distinguish the three Johns, 1 will denote them by a numerical suffix which
is not intended to give them regal status or - perish the thought - to suggest
they were American! In early title deeds John Charman 1 is described as
‘mercer,” but when he acquired much property in Midhurst, Chichester, Lewes,
Lurgashall, Rustington, East Dean and Arundel, he re-styled himself
‘gentleman’.! He built for himself a large new house on the south side of the
Market Square, which is now known as Eagle House. This fine, seven-bay house
still survives but has been much altered and sub-divided. It contains a fine oak
staircase bearing the carved inscription ‘Daniel Lucas Fecit 1734 which neatly
gives us the date of the Charmans’ new home.? John Charman did not support
his parish church as he held nonconformist views, being a member, trustee and
bondholder of the Protestant Dissenting Congregation.’

* This inscription was discovered during a 1953 WEA study project on this building. Unfortunately,
in the resulting display materials (now at WSRO) Lucas’s name is given, confusingly, as both John
and Damniel. (Vide Refs 2 and 4)

15



r

Fig 1. Eagle House, a conjectural reconstruction of its as-built form produced as part of a WEA
study project in 1953. The house has long been sub-divided into three, and in the carly 19th century
it acquired the current decorative panels and Greek Revival acroteria to its parapel. (WSRO)

John Charman | married Elizabeth Lucas of Chichester on 16 July 1712
Elizabeth Lucas was probably the daughter of James and Ann Lucas of St
Pancras, Chichester, James Lucas being a carpenter’ An Ann Lucas,
undoubtedly Elizabeth’s mother, was living with the Charmans at their old
house in Midhurst in 1714; her will of that year is endorsed ‘made in the
dwelling house of John Charman, being the place of her habitation™ and it is
most likely that Daniel Lucas who made the staircase for the new house was also
a relative of Elizabeth.® The Charmans’ new house was well appointed and
made an impressive addition to the Market Square, but unfortunately the
couple’s time together there was to be rather short for John | died in 1742, His
will is rather curious for he only left his wife a suit of mourning, a gold
mourning ring and £50 whilst his daughter Ann and middle son James each
received £1000 and the youngest son, George, got £200. The remainder - the
bulk - of his estate was left to his eldest son John (John Charman 1) who
acquired the aforementioned property portfolio as well as the family home
which is described in the will as :

My whole rebuilt Burgagehold Messuage or Tenement situate standing
and being against the south side of the Market Place... now being in my

(LIRS EII:TIIP.I'J'”UH.

Identifiable Midhurst properties amongst the seven listed in the first John
Charman's will include Copped Hall in Edinburgh Square, which was then in
the occupation of William Joyning, a stay-maker, and nearby Brierton House
occupied by William Caplin, Samuel Penn and Henry Norman.”

Unfortunately John Charman II proved not so good a businessman as his
father for in February 1776, ‘being very much embarrassed in his censes [sic] and
being then of weak intellect’ was declared bankrupt. A Commission of
Bankruptcy was awarded to his younger brother James, as assignee of John's
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estate, in respect of debts that included “£100 and upwards to Robert Robson of
Midhurst, clerk’ all arising from John's business as a trader in bar iron, iron
hoops and other ironmongery. Much of his estate was sold off to service the
debts and John II died in 17778

The Charman family continued to live at the house in the Market Square
throughout the Georgian era, but John Charman I, son of John 11, died in 1810
leaving only daughters — Mary and Elizabeth - who had then not yet reached
the age of 21.%

The Heather and Quantock families
Leather dressing was one of Midhurst's industries in the Georgian period and
amongst its practitioners was the Heather family, of whom Thomas Heather
held long leases on properties in Sheep Lane. In 1778 Mary Heather, who was
then heir to the Heather estate, made upon herself a marriage settlement in
respect of her forthcoming nuptials to Captain John Quantock of the Dragoon
Guards. With a name like Quantock it should come as no great surprise to learn
that the good captain came from Somerset! The marriage settlement comprised
many properties in and around Midhurst, including a site on the north side of
Sheep Lane where they built the impressive three-storey house called St Ann's.
In 1791 the Quantocks moved to Chichester and the house was sold to John
Winter, a surgeon, who continued to live there with his wife Sarah into the
18208, In Chichester John Quantock served as a magistrate and was heavily
involved with the Chichester Volunteer Corps.!' In 1807 he achieved the
ultimate accolade of respectability when he was elected mayor.12

Both the Quantocks died in Chichester in 1820; Mary in February and John
in September. They are commemorated by an impressive marble memorial
tablet in the north aisle of the cathedral which duly records that Mary was the
only daughter of Richard Heather of Midhurst. Nearby is another Quantock
memorial, this time by John Flaxman, to their son Matthew Heather Quantock
who perished in 1812 at the age of 30 as a result of a skating accident. It is
interesting to note that Mary’s family name of Heather had been perpetuated in
the unfortunate Matthew’s middle name.

The Court's last rise

Opposite the Charman residence in Market Square is the Town Hall which in
Georgian times also doubled up as court house. Unfortunately by 1809 the
building had been allowed to fall into such a poor state of repair that the Clerk

of the Peace for Sussex was ordered to serve a sternly-worded notice upon

Arthur Capron, the Midhurst Bailiff:
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Fig 2. 5t Ann's, the house in Sheep Lane buill by Fig 3. The memorial to fohn and Mary

the Quantocks. Ome of the finest new-built Cuantock i the north atsle of Chichester
Georgian louses in Midhurst it has an unusually- — Cathedral. It duly records Mary's
deep recessed porch lo accommaodate the steps up Midhurst origins, The final inscription is

from the narrow pavement. The house, in its eleval-  somewhal enfgmatic. (Author)

ed position, commands a view across the town and

was a fitting residence for an officer in His

Majesty’s Army. (Author)
The Court having taken into consideration the very dangerous state of the
Court House at Midhurst in the County _,I'hrsm:i in wiich the Easter
Sessions have been held, they are of the opinion that it is become absolutely
necessary to remove the Sessions therefrom until a commodious Session
House shall be rebuilt in the Town and Borough uf Midhurst. Resolved
that the Sessions be removed therefrom and held in the Town of Petworth
until such Court Houses shall be rebuilt and rendered commodious and
convenient for the reception of Justices of the Peace and the County to hold

general Quarter Sessions therein.

And it is ordered that the Clerk of the Peace do transmit a copy of this

Resolution to the Bailiff of the Borough of Midhurst.
By the Court
Langridge
Clerk of the Peacel3
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The suggestion that the sessions should transfer to the rival market town of
Petworth was obviously red rag to a bull for the Midhurst burgesses, and
William Tyler of Petworth (whose position in all this is unclear) wrote to the MF
George Smith regretting the order.™ As it happened the court moved to The
Angel Inn instead which doubtless offered much more comfortable
accommodation - at least for the judiciary.!s

Inns and Travel

The Angel Inn in North Street, whither the court had repaired, was one of
Midhurst's two coaching inns, and also one of many timber-framed buildings in
Midhurst to be re-fronted in Georgian times. In the late 18th century it was kept
by Richard Baker whose wife Susan was something of a socialite, as witnessed
by an invitation card soliciting John Charman® to dine with her. The undated
invitation, which was found behind the panelling in Eagle House, was written
on the back of a pro-forma notice for one of her assemblies at The Angel; the
notice on the other side suggests a 1790s date.’® Interestingly dinner was to be
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H;.: 4. Both sides uf Susan Bnkrr § invitation card that was found in Eagle House. The printer
had not made a very good job of aligning the plates. The pro-forma notice of the assembly has
provision for a 17905 date to be inserted. (WSRO)
served at half past one which was decidedly unfashionable for the 1790s; by this
time dinner had - at least in Bath and London - moved to become the evening

meal that we know today.

The other coaching inn was the Spread Eagle in South Street, a fine, 16th
century, timber-framed building to the south end of which a new stone-built
section was added in the early 18th century. When the ill-fated John Charman Il
was declared bankrupt, the meeting of his creditors was held here on 26th June
1776 when it was described as being “the house of John Cake bearing the sign of
the Spread Eagle’ .17

The trustees of the Fernhurst Turnpike used to meet at the Spread Eagle to
decide how the revenue from the tolls would be invested in maintaining what

is now the A286. This turnpike formed the principal coaching route from

* This would have been John Charman II1
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Fig 5. A carriage ticket for a south-
bownd journey of the Chichester,
Medhurst and Hazelmere
Original Post Coach c1785. The
rather singular spelling will be
noted. (Author's collection)

s

Fig 6. An early posteard view of the Spread Eagle shew-
ing the Georgian part built in the early 18th century
Chichester to London, and in  which contains a fine oak staircase and panelling. Note
the 1780s Midhurst was  ow the builder accommodated the steeply-sloping site.

served b}r a post coach that {Author’s collection)

travelled up to London on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays and returned on
Tuesdays, Thursdays and Saturdays. The coach called at the Bolf-in-Tun and
Golden Cross inns in London.1#

In 1805 much money was spent on repairing and improving the Spread Eagle;
in June alone £237 19s 1V4d was spent on repairs to the buildings, relaying the
paving in the yard, pointing the chimney stacks and ‘blanking’ eight windows,
This last probably referred to blocking up windows in order to reduce the
window-tax bill,

Midhurst was situated on the banks of the Western Rother, and in 1791 the
enterprising 3rd Earl of Egremont of Petworth was granted parliamentary
powers!” to make the river navigable from its confluence with the River Arun at
Stopham to a new wharf to be built to the south of the town. This opened in 1794
putting Midhurst on the inland waterways map and greatly enhancing trade,
but it would be another 29 years before Chichester managed to secure a canal
link to the same network. The 3rd Earl, unwisely as it happened, was a major
investor in Chichester’s canal link (The Portsmouth & Arundel Navigation), but
it was to prove both a commercial and an engineering failure, losing him some
£55,000 in 1826, only three years after its completion. 2

They came to Midhurst

Despite its small size Georgian Midhurst can claim some important
associations. One such was with the Whig politician Charles James Fox who
became one of Midhurst's two MPs in 1768 at the unusually young age of 19. He
was an unashamed libertine who went on to become one of the most influential
politicians in Georgian Britain. He supported the cause of American
independence and was also a close friend and confidante of the Prince of Wales,
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Fig 7. An extract from the Deposited Plan for the 1791 Fig 8. A brass and ebony box
Rother Navigation Act, detailing the arrangements at commemorating the death of Charles
Midhurst. The river, of course, turns north passing the fames Fox on 13 September
town on ils eastern flank, but this is net shewn. A new 1806.The inscription on the base
cut is shewn west of the bend followed by a short canal reads Intrepid champion of

to serve the new wharf. (Author's eollection) FREEDOM, enlightened

advocate of PEACE not born for
himself but for the UNIVERSE.
What more could one say?
(Author's collection)

on both of which counts he became something
of a thorn in the flesh of King George I11. Fox
also supported the campaign for electoral
reform that eventually led to the 1832 Reform Act which, inter alia, ended the
customs of the Midhurst electorate comprising only burgage holders and
returning two MPs,

Cowdray House, the seat of the Viscounts Montague, housed a very fine
collection of art, including several Holbeins. It was de rigeur in Georgian times
for people of quality to turn up at country seats and demand to be shewn
around the house by the housekeeper, and notable connoisseurs who travelled
to Cowdray to do just that included Horace Walpole in 1749 and the great Dr
Johnson, accompanied by James Boswell, in 1782. Capability Brown came
frequently to Midhurst between 1772 and 1774 when he landscaped Cowdray
Park for the 7th Viscount for the sum of £850.%! Sadly the tragic fire of 1793
destroyed not only Cowdray House but its entire collections; a great loss to the
town and the nation.

Marking time

Georgian Midhurst hosted most of the smaller trades needed to support the
economy of the town, and that included clockmaking. Eleven clockmakers are
listed in trade directories during the Georgian era and the last of them was
James Martin of North Street, whose premises were on the site of what is now
Barclay's bank.22 On the night of 15/16 July 1837 Martin's shop was burgled
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Fig 10. The north
west corner of The
Angel wiich shews
how the solid brick
front had been graft-
ed ondo the timber-
framed fagade and the
space below the jetly
| filled in by stealing
- the pavement
{Author)

Fig 9. The backplate of a verge
pocket watch made by James
Martin of Midhurst

(Author's collection)

when 40 gold and silver watches were stolen. In its report the Hampshire
Advertiser stated that “The numbers and the makers’ names are known and
recorded and it is to be hoped that the offenders will be apprehended’.> From
the quality of the watch movement illustrated in Fig 9 above it can be seen that
James Martin was catering for the upper end of the market, so the thieves knew
precisely what they were about. James Martin continued to trade into the
Victorian era and is last listed in directories in 1845,

Envoi
As has been intimated, many of Midhurst's apparently Georgian buildings are
in fact much earlier timber-framed buildings that were given solid masonry
fronts by owners who wished to keep up with the latest fashion but could not
afford to rebuild. This happened in Chichester, of course, but there the
encapsulation was generally more complete whereas in Midhurst the sides and
backs were mostly left as is as demonstrated by The Angel in North Street.
Those elegant new and re-fronted Georgian buildings still sit happily
alongside relatively unaltered medieval houses, and it is this which gives
Midhurst so much of its charm. Amazingly, Midhurst has managed to retain
both its fine coaching inns as hotels, something which Chichester has signally
failed to do to its shame.

Eagle House, the ancestral seat of the Charmans, still dominates the Market
Square and, although much altered, one can still imagine the first John Charman
receiving a stream of callers who had come to pay their rents. At the top of the
town one can easily visualise Captain Quantock, resplendent in his red coat and
dress sword, descending the steps of 5t Ann’s in Sheep Lane and setting off to
attend one of Susan Baker's assemblies at The Angel.
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INVASION OR NOT
by Margaret Henderson

hile sorting out family papers we came across an undated Notice No. 1,

sent in the early days of World War I by the chairman of the Petty
Sessional Division to my grandfather William Eastwood, then the owner of West
Stoke House.! He was being given instructions to prepare for action by the
villagers in the event of an invasion by hostile forces. However, they were also
reassured that such a contingency ‘is no more likely to occur at the present time
than in earlier stages of the war... in view of our naval superiority”.

All horses and wheeled vehicles were to be removed to Up Park via
Lordington, Stoughton and Compton, and any of either category which could
not be moved was to be destroyed. Meanwhile all cattle, sheep and pigs were
also to be taken to Up Park ‘over the Downs by Stoughton and Compton” -
which would presumably have also involved going up the steep sides of
Kingley Vale, definitely a difficult proposition! At the same time, men had to be
available to “trench and cut gaps in the hedges’, though for what purpose is not
clear. How all this could have been achieved by the inhabitants of such a small
village as West Stoke is difficult to imagine.

I can only guess that this Chairman (semi-legible name, possibly FB Du Pre?)
did not have much knowledge of life in the country, or he would at least have
considered these removals would have caused chaos on the narrow assigned
route to Up Park. Did he even think of the problems of feeding and generally
caring for the stock if it had managed to arrive at all? The road congestion
would certainly have been appalling, not helped by the addition of all the pigs
and sheep coming across the Downs.

There would also have been a shortage of active labourers to do all this work,
especially as many of them had already been called up (witness the War
Memorial in West Stoke church). Interestingly, there seems to have been no
thought given to women and children helping - perhaps they were already
dodging carts and cattle on the Up Park Road.

One way and another it seems fortunate that the invasion never occurred.

1. This small document is now in the West Sussex Records Office, Reference AM465
2. Almost certainly this was Francis Baring Du Pre, Chairman of Chichester Petty Sessional
Division, Emergency Committee. His seat was at Oakwood
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The Document in Question
(West Sussex Record Office)
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‘Behold how good, and how pleasant it is,
for brethren to dwell together in unity!”
(Psalm 133 v. 1)

THE SOUTHERN CATHEDRALS FESTIVAL
by John Elliott

Dr Elliott has enjoyed two careers. He worked as an accountant for many years, before
retiring very early after which he studied for a BA, an MA in Victorian Art &
Architecture and a PhD in Architectural History. He then had a second career teaching
architectural and art history at the University of Reading from which he has now
retived. He lives near Salisbury where he still does a limited amount of teaching,
publishes books under the Spire Books banner and undertakes private research.

Each summer the choirs from Chichester, Salisbury and Winchester
cathedrals come together at one of the three cathedrals to celebrate five days
of church music. In 2014 the festival took place at Winchester, in 2015 it was
Salisbury’s turn to host the event and in 2016 it was in Chichester.

It all started at the beginning of the twentieth century when the three choirs
joined together in Chichester cathedral for a service to celebrate the restoration
of the cathedral organ.! The event was a success and the following year the
choirs met again in Salisbury, and then in Winchester in 1906. There was no
festival in 1907, but business resumed as normal in 1908, and so it continued
until 1913 when the Three Choirs Festival, as it had by then become known, was
suspended because of the war. The festival was revived in 1920 and continued
until 1932 before a lengthy break of almost 30 years. Throughout the whole of
this pre-1932 period the festival was a single day event that ended with choral
evensong.

The festival was re-established in 1960, its title changed to the Southern
Cathedrals Festival and extended to two days by the addition of a concert and
a second evensong.

Since then the festival has grown in scope and duration. It now occupies five
days, and includes concerts, master classes, organ recitals and sometimes a
humorous ‘Fringe’ event. The 2015 festival in Salisbury started with an evening
concert on Wednesday 15 July. On the Thursday and Friday, there was choral
Matins, and choral Evensong, one of which was broadcast by Radio 3. There
were also six other concerts, a talk on music and the Magna Carta and a further
organ recital. On the final day, the Saturday, there was a Festival Eucharist and
two more concerts. Most of the events took place in the cathedral, though a talk
and two youth workshops were held in 5t Thomas Church.
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The choirs from the three cathedrals have changed over the last 100 years. All
three cathedrals continue to have a choir of lay vicars and a boys’ choir, though
Salisbury and Winchester both now have a girls” choir as well.

It has become the practice to commission some new piece of music for each
festival.? The earliest and most spectacular example of this was the work which
Dean Walter Hussey commissioned from Leonard Bernstein for the 1965 festival
in Chichester.d In writing the Chichester Psalms, Bernstein created one of the most
popular pieces of modern religious music. Hussey asked for there to be ‘a hint
of West Side Story about the music’ - he certainly got what he asked for as
Bernstein used part of West Side Story in the second movement. Bernstein's
conclusion was that ‘it has an old-fashioned sweetness along with its more
violent moments’, and is ‘the most B-flat majorish tonal piece I've ever written'.5

It was on 10 December 1963 that Hussey first wrote to Bernstein whom he
had met in New York through a mutual friend, Chuck Solomon.® He asked if
Bernstein could compose something for the Festival which had a long tradition
of performing new choral music. Hussey was “anxious that this should not be
regarded as a tradition which has finished, and that we should be very much
concerned with music that is written today’. He continued "The sort of thing we
had in mind was perhaps, say, a setting of Psalm 2, or some part of it, either
accompanied or unaccompanied by orchestra or organ, or both.

The letter from Hussey arrived at an opportune moment because the project
Bernstein had been working on had failed and, as he put it, he was "a composer
without a project’.” Bernstein's response was cautious. While the setting of
Psalm 2 "appeals to me very much ... [ do not know if it will be next year, or the
year after, when my schedule will allow me the time for it". However, the reality
was that, not only did the Chichester Psalms fill a gap in Bernstein's work plan,
but it also enabled him to recycle part of the abortive work he had undertaken
for the failed project.®

Very quickly Bernstein agreed to produce a composition and Hussey
explained that there was no space or money for a full orchestra, but that they
would use the Philomusica of London, plus a piano, organ, harpsichord and
brass consort of three trumpets and three trombones if needed. Hussey also
agreed to abandon his preference for Psalm 2, and instead go for something
more familiar.

Clearly there was some concern on Bernstein's part about producing a new
composition which had a secular feel to it for performance in a cathedral, but
Hussey quickly reassured him that ‘any work which is sincere can suitably be
given in a cathedral and to the glory of God." He also added that ‘1 am sure that
it is a very good thing for something like our Three Cathedrals Festival to have
a sharp and vigorous push into the middle of the 20th century.

Despite pressure from Hussey nothing happened until in February 1965
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Bernstein wrote saying that he ‘could not find in me’ the inspiration for such a
work, ‘when suddenly a conception occurred to me that I find exciting. It would
be a suite of Psalms or selected verses from a Psalm, and could have a general
title like Psalms of Youth. The music is all very forthright, songful, rhythmic,
youthful. The only hitch is this: [ can think of these Fsalms only in the original
Hebrew"." He went on to say that “The Psalms involved would be Nos. 23, 100
and 131, complete; No. 2, vs. 1-4; No. 108, vs. 3; No. 133, vs. 1." Hussey
confirmed that the Hebrew would not be a problem and that the choir would
comprise 46 boys, eight male altos, nine tenors and 12 basses.

Then on 11 May 1965 Bernstein wrote to say that The psalms are finished,
Laus Deo’, though the title had changed to the Chichester Psalms as any reference
to “"Youth” was a wrong steer, the piece is far too difficult.” The vocal scores
would arrive within a week and the orchestral score follow by June. Bernstein
declared that he was "pleased with the work’, which ‘is quite popular in feeling
(even a hint, as you suggested, of West Side Story)." 10

Bernstein composed the Chichester Psalms for an all male choir and specified
that the ‘long male-alto solo in the second movement must be sung by a boy or
counter-tenor and not by a woman. Elsewhere boy's parts can be sung by
women, though not preferable.’!!

The composition is 18 minutes long and comprises three movements. Much
of the melodic material was adapted from The Skin of our Teeth, the aborted
musical on which Bernstein had been working. The first movement (3:39 long)
starts with verse 2 of Psalm 108, and this is followed by Psalm 100. Together they
provide a call to worship - "Awake my Soul’ and ‘Praise to God'. The longer
second movement (6:07) comprises the whole of Psalm 23 - The Lord is my
Shepherd - which points up God’s unfailing love, and this is followed by verses
1-4 of Psalm 2 which celebrates God's kingship before outlining his response to
those who rise up against him. The chorus makes a dramatic intervention
halfway through the movement, and this is a re-working of the chorus from the
‘Prologue’ to West Side Story.

The longest movement is the final one, which lasts for eight minutes and 34
seconds. It starts with Psalm 131 and ends with verse 1 of Psalm 133. There is a
call from the depths of distress followed by the statement of how pleasant it
would be if we all lived in unity - ‘Behold how good, and how pleasant it is, for
brethren to dwell together in unity.’

The premiere did not take place in Chichester, but in the Philharmonic Hall
in New York on 15 July 1965. Bernstein conducted the New York Philharmonic
Orchestra and a mixed choir; the Camerata Singers. The performance got rave
reviews — ‘our psalms had their “creation” last night, to a standing ovation’. The
New York Times reported that ‘Some of the melodies are amongst the sweetest
that Mr Bernstein has written in any context’.
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