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EDITORIAL

fter taking charge of five Journals, this is my editorial swansong so I'd like

to crave your proverbial indulgence. Actually, I've already done so by
including an over-lengthy article in this Journal about an institution that has been
central to my Chichester life, both at work and at play. I taught History and
Politics at Chichester High School for Boys for almost three decades. Many of our
Society members were pupils there, and thus bear the proud moniker of being
‘Old Cicestrians’: Pat Combes, Alan Green, Ken Green, Garry Long, to name but
four. Many other Society members, including myself, had sons educated there.

The pedigree of the “High" is slight, when compared to the Prebendal School,
which has some claim to be the oldest school in England. Nor can the High rival
the Oliver Whitby School, which dates back to 1702. The Boys” High must even
give way to the Girls' High in terms of antiquity; the Girls" High began in 1909,
the Boys’ High in 1928. Until then, any boy seeking a grammar school education
had to travel north to Midhurst. Nor can the High claim that it was a ‘free’
school, because fees were charged until the 1944 Education Act. By 1971 it was
more in tune with prevailing educational thinking when it changed from being
a selective grammar school to a ‘bog standard” comprehensive. No doubt many
OCs raised eyebrows and looked askance at this. Just as they will again when
the two Highs merge in 2016, but the demographic imperative is compelling;
there just aren’t enough teenagers for two separate schools. At least the new
mixed school will still be called ‘Chi High'.

During its heyday the High was large and local. In its Grammar School days,
its academic reputation was second to none, so boys came in to Chichester by
train from as far afield as Portslade. In 1969, the year that | went to Cambridge
from my London grammar school to read History, my room neighbour on
Staircase C was from Chi High, reading Economics. In 1970 Chi High sent no
less than eleven Sixth Formers to Oxbridge, five with Scholarships or
Exhibitions. That was impressive. When it went comprehensive it became the
school for city lads from Chichester's primary schools, whereas the Anglican
middle classes from the surrounding villages sent their offspring to Bishop
Luffa, founded in 1963. When [ joined the High in 1982 it had over 1400 boys.
That's a lot of boys! | was Head of Sixth Form; at its height our Joint Sixth Form
had over 450 students, boys and girls; that's a lot of Sixth Formers, far more than
attended any other local school.

The High is located within spitting distance of the Railway Station, the Police
Station, the Canal Basin. It was somewhat further from the Cathedral, and
because the school was nondenominational and the buildings single-storey,
surrounded by a wooden fence and extensive playing fields, it was often called
the ‘godless stables’.



I am delighted that all but one of the articles in this Journal have been written
by either former CHSB pupils or teachers. Two of the articles, linked to this
year’s bicentennial anniversary of the Battle of Waterloo, have been written by
the High's recently retired Head of History, Richard Pulley. His tale of the 4th
Duke, wandering around the battlefield all day as a completely uninvited
bystander, is quite remarkable, as is the fact that all five Richmonds there on that
day survived unscathed, despite the surrounding carnage. Because the articles
are so detailed, and so interesting, there is little space for illustrations.
Apologies, but something had to give! As always under my editorship, the
articles are arranged in roughly chronological order.

I am also delighted that Terry Carlysle has agreed henceforth to take a firm
grasp on the editorial reins, ably assisted by Hilary Sloan. Although neither of
them was, for obvious reasons, able to be educated at the Boys’ High, I have no
doubt that their Journal 32 will be ‘a darn good read’ next autumn! Articles for
consideration by Terry Carlysle for inclusion in Journal 32 should be submitted
to her at tjcarlysle@aol.com.

Lastly, I must admit that I have taken the liberty of inserting images of the
High School in those awkward patches of ‘white space’ which often crop up at
the end of an article. These images have provided me with ready-made ‘fillers’.

Andrew Berriman

An aerial view of the newly-built Lancastrian Secondary School for Boys 1956, showing the
wartime air raid shelters (fop right).

3



THE DUKES OF RICHMOND IN THE EIGHTEENTH CENTURY
AND THE CITY OF CHICHESTER

by Timothy |. McCann

On 30 January 2008 the 10th and present Duke of Richmond was made a
Freeman of the City of Chichester, cementing his family’s three hundred
year association with Chichester and following in the footsteps of most of the
members of his family. To celebrate and chronicle this long association this
article tells the story of the various members of the Lennox, later Gordon
Lennox family and their association with the city. This first part looks at the
eighteenth-century and the first three Dukes of Richmond.

The Richmond family are directly descended from Charles Il and maintain
their royal connections to the present day. On 29 July 1672 the natural son of
Charles 11 and Louise Renee de Keroualle was born in London. The child’s
parents were the King of England and a beautiful French courtesan, who had
been sent to England by King Louis XIV of France as a spy and quickly became
Charles's mistress. Louise was rewarded with naturalisation and the titles of
Baroness Petersfield, Countess of Fareham and Duchess of Portsmouth. On 9
August 1675, the boy was created Baron of Settrington (in Yorkshire), Earl of
March and Duke of Richmond, Yorkshire in the peerage of England, and a
month later Baron Methuen of Tarbolton, Earl of Darnley and Duke of Lennox
in the peerage of Scotland. The two Dukedoms had reverted to Charles II as
nearest male heir of Charles Stuart, Duke of Richmond and Lennox, who had
died without issue in 1672. A letter survives in the Goodwood Archives from
Charles II stating that ‘upon better thoughts 1 do intende that the Duke of Richmonds
name shall be Lenox, therefore the warrant and the bill must be changed, and for the
barony lett it be the same the last Duke had".2

King Louis XIV also gave him the dignity of Duke of Aubigny to succeed
after his mother's death. The young Duke was given an annuity of £2,000
charged on the lands of Lord Grey, and a royalty on the coal dues, which
provided the family with a rising income and which the 3rd Duke sold for an
annuity of £19,000 in 1799. The Duke and his successors thus enjoyed three
Dukedoms (and the family received a fourth when Queen Victoria, as a mark of
personal favour, bestowed the Dukedom of Gordon on the 6th Duke in 1876).

The 1st Duke of Richmond purchased Goodwood House, then a small
gentleman’s residence, and the surrounding lands in 1697,2 and his successors
have continued to enlarge the estate, which now comprises 5,000 hectares. The
4th Duke married Charlotte, the daughter of the 4th Duke of Gordon, in 1789,
and, on the death of the 5th Duke of Gordon, without heirs in 1836, the 5th Duke
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of Richmond inherited Gordon Castle
and the estates of the Gordon family.
John Macky described the 1st Duke
of Richmond as “good-nafured fo a fault,
very well bred, and hath many valuable
things in him, is an enemy to business,
very credulous, well shaped black
complection much like King Charles II' 3
He changed his politics and religion
more than once. Having been
deprived of the Mastership of the
Horse, he was naturalised as a French
citizen in 1685, professed himself a
Catholic and served in the French
army. In 1692 he was received into the
Church of England, and later took his

seat in the House of Lords. Having

purchased Goodwood in 1697, he Charles Lennox, 1st Duke of Richmond
came into the possession of the (1672-1723) by Sir Godfrey Kneller, c1705, by
Lennox estates in Scotland in 1702,  permission of the Trustees of the Goodwood
and promptly sold them to the Duke Collection.

of Montrose. At the Hanoverian succession he became a Whig again and Lord
of the Bedchamber.

Apart from settling himself and his family at Goodwood, dose to the dity,
and naturally patronising the tradesmen of the place as is clearly shown by his
accounts in the Record Office,' the 1st Duke of Richmond was not particularly
associated with Chichester. He does not seem to hawve held any offices in the
administration of the city, but he did ensure that his eldest son, the 2nd Duke,
became a Member of Parliament for Chichester. At the time, the right to vote in
Chichester was by a qualification known as scot and lot, that is to say those
inhabitants who paid local rates. In addition, admission to the Corporation, or
being made a freeman of the powerful Merchant's Guild also secured a vote.

As Earl of March, the 1st Duke's son was on the grand tour from 1719 to 1722,
but he was put up as candidate for one of the two seats which Chichester sent
to Parliament at that date. The campaign seems to have been a family affair with
the Duchess, Earl Cardigan, March’s father in law, and Lady Brudenell, his
sister, canvassing hard in his support. In the event March was elected for both
Chichester and Newport in 1722, and chose to sit for Chichester, to which seat
he was returned unopposed.

The Evening News of 23 April 1723 gives a vivid account of his subsequent
entry into Chichester: ‘They write from Chichester that the last Friday the Earl of
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March, representative of Hat City, made his public Entry, attended thither by Sir
Thomas Miller, the other Representative, and several other Gentlemen, with upwards of
three Hundred of the Electors, from Goodwood, the Seat of the Duke of Richmond. His
Lordship set out but about Noon and was mef at the City Gates by the rest of his Friends
Electors who could not procure Horses. When they had rid up the Town, and round the
great Cross, they drew up before the Swan, where the Mayor and Corporation waited to
receive His Lordship. From thence they went directly fo the Council House, where Mr
Mayor, with the unanimous consent of the Aldermen and Burgesses present was pleased
to compliment the Earl of Albemarle and the Lord William Beauclerc with their
Freedoms, after which they came back to the Swan, where his Lordship had ordered fo be
prepared for them a very splendid Entertainment, the rest of the Electors had Liberty to
eat and drink at what House they liked best. And for those of His Lordships Friends who
had no Vote, there was plenty of strong Beer, provided at the Cross. The Bells rung and
the People expressed a general Satisfaction upon the Occasion, and were particularly
pleas’d to see the good Harmony betwixt His Lordship and Sir Thomas' 5

His own parliamentary career was short-lived, as he succeeded to the
Dukedom in the following vear, but his election was a significant one, because
after he stood down in 1723 it became customary to pay Richmond’s family the
compliment of allowing them to recommend one member for the city, on
condition that the inhabitants of Chichester were left free to choose the other
The system worked throughout the 2nd Duke’s lifetime and Richmond
recommended successively, Lord William Beauclerk, his cousin and brother
officer of the Royal Horse Guards; Sir Thomas Prendergast, an Irish relative of
his Duchess; James Brudenell, his uncle and finally Viscount Bury, the future
Earl of Albemarle, his nephew. The election of James Brudenell in 1733
occasioned a vivid description in the Daily Courant: ‘Chichester, Jan. 3 This Day
His Grace the Duke of Richmond, and the Hon. James Brudenell, our Recorder, made an
elegant Entertainment for the Inhabitants of this City, at the Guildhall, which was finely
illuminated. There was the greatest concourse of People that ever was known on such an
Oceasion. It was very remarkable to see the universal Joy of the Company, upon his
Grace proposing the Health of their Majesties; the Royal Family; the Prince of Orange;
to the Glorious and Immortal Memory of our Deliverer from Popery and Slavery; the
Great King William; and to a new Parliament in the true Interest of the present happy
Establishment. The Evening concluded with Bonfires, ringing of Bells, and the loudest
Acclamations in Honour of his Grace, who introduced a Man among us so zealous for
the Protestant Cause’ ®

In 1741 Richmond briefly made an attempt to secure the second seat by
encouraging his neighbouring friend and fellow tree planter, Sir John Miller, to
stand against John Page, the local independent member, but it soon became
clear that the citizens of Chichester were not prepared to accept a break-up of
the compromise,” and as Richmond wrote, “there arose such a flame as were never
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seen there before™ so that Sir John Miller was forced to withdraw and Richmond
to promise that he would never think of nominating both members.

The 2nd Duke of Richmond had a
military and political career. He rose to
be Lieutenant General, fought at
Dettingen, and led the government
forces in pursuit of the Pretender in
1745. He was Master of the Horse
from 1735, a member of the Privy
Council and a staunch supporter of
the Duke of Newcastle. Locally he was
Mayor of Chichester, High Steward of
the city and controlled one of its two
parliamentary seats. He enlarged
Goodwood House, populated the
park with buildings, follies and his
menagerie, and expanded the estate. A
devotee of the opera and a patron of
Canaletto and other Venetian artists, Charles Lennox, 2nd Duke of Richmond

the Duke also took an interest in  (1672-1723) attribuled to Charles Philips, by

medicine, natural phenomena and  permission of the Trustees of the Goodwood
Collection.

scientific experiments. He was the sole
proprietor of the Charlton Hunt, and the most famous patron of eighteenth-
century cricket, organising matches in London and Sussex and drawing up in
1727 the first known rules of the game.”

The 2nd Duke was a figure of considerable importance in Sussex. According
to the city charter of 1685, enacted just before the 1st Duke of Richmond
purchased Goodwood in 1697, it was ordained that the governing body of
Chichester should be a high Steward, a mayor, a bailiff, portreeves, customers,
a recorder and his deputy, a town clerk together with aldermen and councillors.
These men were required to make laws, dispose of lands, impose fines and
imprison offenders. The record of their administration of these duties is
preserved in the city council records, now in the West Sussex Record Office. No
limits were placed on the number of those who could serve as common
councillors, but admission to the freedom of the Merchant's Guild, in effect
constituted election as a councillor. It was reported on 6 November 1725 that “the
Duke of Richmond on Account of his being made a Burgess of that Corporation, gave a
handsome Entertainment for his Brethren’ 10

The 2nd Duke was Mayor of Chichester in 1735 and again in 1744, and he
dominated the Common Council throughout his life, finally succeeding the
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Duke of Somerset as High Steward of the city in 1749. As the Duke of Somerset
grew older, the 2nd Duke replaced him as the natural leader of the Government
Whigs in the western half of the county. He was clearly the most active and the
most powerful political magnate, and delivered Sussex to the Duke of
Newcastle as surely as the Duke of Newcastle, the foremost political controller
of his day, controlled East Sussex. Apart from the scare provided by the two
opposition candidates put up in 1734 in an attempt to take advantage of the
unpopularity of the Excise Bill, Richmond and Newcastle ensured that the
County of Sussex returned two Government supporters unopposed throughout
the 2nd Duke’s life.

The Duke's service to the city seems to have been appreciated. For example
in 1736 it was reported that ‘upon receiving the News of their Grace's the Duke and
Duchess of Richmond's being safely arrived from Holland, the Companies and
Gentlemen of the city met together to drink their Grace’s Health, and Prosperity to that
noble Family, while the Population certify'd their Joy by Bonfires, Mluminations;
ringing of Bells; &c, every one being truly sensible of the great Lse and Advantage their
Graces are to that Place, and the Country round it’.11

The 2nd Duke used his architectural contacts when he wished to cement his
political control over his neighbouring city. He was the largest contributor to the
fund for the rebuilding of the dty's Council House in North Street. In fact he
contributed about a third of the costs, £363 10s out of a total of £1189 1s. He
commissioned two designs from Lord Burlington, who he had already
commissioned to rebuild Richmond House in Whitehall and Carne’s seat at
Goodwood. Burlington's first design was for a long, narrow, arcaded council
chamber, measuring 16 ft by 86 ft. The ground floor was proposed as an open
arcade of three bays on the front elevation and twelve on the side, and the first
floor was also to be arcaded.’? You will notice that the present design has an
open arcade on the ground floor. Burlington’s first design was rejected, but
whether by Richmond or the Common Council is not known. Possibly the
appearance was too austere and the rendering of white stucco over brick did not
fit in with the surrounding timber-framed and new brick-built city. The second
design, though much smaller, was also rejected, probably because it was
submitted too late. The Council House, which was planned in 1729 and
completed in 1732, was built to a design by Roger Morris. 13

In 1750 he was granted the Lady Chapel of Chichester Cathedral, then partly
ruinous, as a family mausoleum. A vault was made and the floor of the chapel
was raised over it. The Duke moved the body of his father, the 1st Duke, to the
new family vault, and also several of his own children either stillborn or those
who died in infancy, and later the 3rd, 5th and 6th Dukes were also buried there,
as well as the 2nd Duke himself.14

The 2nd Duke was a man of wide interests and several of them deepened his
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association with Chichester. For example, the Society of Antiquaries elected him
a member in April 1736 and the Duke actively supported the investigation of
antiquity. When the famous Neptune and Minerva Stone was dug up in
Chichester by workmen building the new Council Chamber in North Street in
1732, it was presented to the 2nd Duke, and he had the stone transported to
Goodwood, where it was preserved in a specially built temple, which survived
until the stone was moved to its present resting place in the wall of the
Assembly Rooms in 1907.'5 In April 1750, the Duke presented to the Society a
piece of Roman pavement found in the Bishop's Palace in Chichester in 1740.16
He paid for the restoration of the Market Cross in Chichester in 1746, including
a new clock with the dial faces in stone settings, as opposed to Lady Farrington's
original clock which sat in a large four-square case, with three dial plates on top
of the central pillar, which left the cross looking much as we see it today,’” and
also paid for the well-known engraving of it by George Vertue.1®

The Duke's interest in medicine and natural science led to his interest in and
friendship with Chichester's medical fraternity, several of whom were among
the early inoculators. Smith and Dymer, two local surgeons, had performed
inoculations in the city within months of the introduction of the practice.’® The
well-known List of the population of Chichester in 1740, which is still preserved
at Goodwood?' was commissioned by the 2nd Duke in an attempt to discover
the effects of the smallpox epidemic in Chichester the previous year. The 2nd
Duke was interested in earthquakes, and when tremors were felt in Chichester
in 1734, Richmond went to a great deal of trouble to collect written reports from
witnesses in the city, as well as from Dr Bayley, one of his medical friends, in
Havant, which he forwarded to Sir Hans Sloane and the Royal Society in
London. !

The Whitehall Evening Post carried a lengthy report of the funeral of the Duke
after he died at Godalming in 1750. ‘On Saturday last the Corpse of his Grace the
late Duke of Richmond was carried from Godalming in Surrey to Chichester in Sussex,
where he was interr'd in the Cathedral in a very magnificent large Vault, lately made by
his Grace as a Burial Place for his Family. It was carried in a Hearse and six, adorned
with Escutcheons of his Grace's Arms (which are the Royal Arms) and the Star and
Garter, with the ducal Coronet. It was followed only by three Mourning Coaches and
Six, in which were his principal Servants, the Funeral designed to be private. About a
mile before they reached Chichester, at a Place called the Broil, the Corpse was met by
twelve Gentlemen's Coaches, in which were the Mayor, the Recorder, and the whole
Body of the Corporation then in Town, in their Formalifies, and in Mourning, his Grace
having been sometime an Alderman of the City of Chichester, and twice Mayor, and also
High Steward, to which Office he was appointed by his Majesty, in the room of Charles
Duke of Somerset decensed. These joined the other Coaches, and were followed by a
prodigious Number of the Inhabitants and Others on Horseback, and an innumerable
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Company of People on Foot, every one deploring his Own, and the general Loss. In this
manner they proceeded to the Gate of the Church-Yard, where the Corpse was faken out
of the Hearse, the Mourners and Corporation coming out of their Coaches, and then the
Procession began to the West Door of the Cathedral, where they were met by the Bishop,
the Dean, the Prebends, and the whole Choir, with many of the neighbouring Clergy,
who in a slow and solemn Manner preceded the Corpse through the Body of the Church
into the Choir, singing, where it rested while the Dean read the Common Service, and
then an Anthem was sung suitable to the mournful Occasion. After the Service was over
the Corpse was again taken up, with singing as before, and carried from the Choir to the
Door of the Vault, where the Dean performed the Burial Service, and the Body was
deposited in its Place. The Ceremony was over about Nine O'Clock and the Cathedral
was illuminated in every Part’. "The Day before, six of his Grace’s children were brought
to the same Vault, five from London and one from Boxgrove, with his Father, removed
from Henry VII's Chapel, where it had been interr'd for 27 Years. The next Day, the
Mayor, the Recorder, and the whole Corporation, went to Church both Morning and
Afternoon, with all the Ensigns of Mourning, where a most excellent Sermon on
Gratitude was preached by the Rev. Dr D'Oyley. The Inscription on his Grace's Coffin
of crimson Velvet is as follows: The Most Noble Prince Charles Lenox, Duke of
Richmond, Lenox and Aubigny, &C., Master of the Horse to his Majesty King George
the Second, Most Noble Order of the Garter, Lieutenant-General, Colonel of the
Regiment of Horse Guards Blue, and High Steward of the Ancient City of Chichester.
He died August 8 1750, in the 50th Year of his Age’. The Plate on his Coffin was silver
Gilt, with the ducal Coronet over it and the Star and Garter underneath. By his Grace's
Death the King has lost a valuable and honest Servant, his Country a true Friend, his
Family the most tender and affectionate Relation, and Mankind in general one whose
Heart was ever ready and disposed to every Act of Humanity and Benevolence’ 2

The 3rd Duke of Richmond - whose portrait can be found on the Journal's back
cover — extended Goodwood House to the designs of James Wyatt, greatly
enlarged the estate which he planted with 1000 Cedars of Lebanon and covered
the Downs with beech trees. He also filled the house with pictures acquired on
the Grand Tour, and Gobelin Tapestries and porcelain purchased while
Ambassador to France. He laid out the Racecourse on the Downs and instituted
the first Goodwood Meeting. A soldier, he rose to be Field Marshal and fought
at Minden in 1759. In 1763 he became Lord Lieutenant of Sussex and as a
politician he was Secretary of State for the Southern Department in 1766, and
was in the Cabinet from 1782 to 1795 as Master of the Ordnance, where he
founded the Ordnance Survey.

Although he succeeded his father as High Steward of Chichester, the 3rd
Duke's political interests centred on a Westminster rather than a local career. His
patronage of Chichester concerned the new Assembly Rooms, the Theatre, and
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his activities as a local magistrate. However, he continued to maintain the family
influence in the Chichester parliamentary elections. and the family nominee
George Keppel, Viscount Bury, sat until his elevation to the Lords in 1754, and
was succeeded by his brother Augustus Keppel. In 1760 the 3rd Duke
determined to nominate both members for the city on the retirement of John
Page. Page warned the Duke that such a move would be unwise as Richmond
might then run the risk of losing both candidates. Richmond suggested his own
brother, the soldier Lord George Lennox, as one member, and indeed Lord
George sat for Chichester from 1761 to 1767. Page stood himself, but gave up the
struggle and retired in 1768. For a while the 3rd Duke controlled both Chichester
seats through his nominees, such as William and Thomas Connolly from
Castletown in County Kildare in Ireland (the descendants of one of the 2nd
Duke’s daughters), Keppel and Thomas Steele, a Chichester lawyer. But after
some years an independent party was established in Chichester, prepared to
challenge the Duke’s control of both seats. They did not succeed in 1782, but
finally in 1784, William Smith, the Duke's second candidate, was heavily
defeated. Emboldened by this victory the Chichester Independents vowed to
remove the Duke’s control from both seats. However a compromise agreement
was reached in 1790 by which the Duke and ‘The Blues’ - the Independent party
- nominated one member each., and this compromise more or less held until the
1832 Great Reform Bill. &

The new Assembly Rooms were added to the Council House in 1783, and the
3rd Duke played his part, notably by presenting three handsome chairs to
furnish the Rooms in 1785. Sadly the chairs were sold a few years ago. But it was
during the renovations in 1799 that he intervened as told in the diaries of John
Marsh. Originally the new Assembly Eooms had been rather dim and gloomy,
with lights only at the sides. In 1799 Mr Drew, who had obtained the chandelier
for the Council Chamber, became Mayor and determined on a restoration of the
Assembly Rooms. A meeting was called to discuss the question of the new
lighting with opinion being divided over whether there should be two large
lustres each holding 24 lights down the centre of the room, or four with twelve
lights each placed two and two down each side of the room. Marsh favoured the
latter plan as placing the lights down the centre would have obscured the view
of the new organ and the four lights would have given a better impression on
entering the room. The Mavyor consulted the 3rd Duke as High steward of the
Corporation, to whom the room largely belonged, and the 3rd Duke somewhat
haughtily replied that he strongly disapproved of all suspended lights
whatever. Notwithstanding the Duke’s objections, the plan for the two
chandeliers was adopted, and the list of subscribers was sent to the Duke. Marsh
described what followed: ‘the Duke put down his name for 10 guineas, provided the
lights were attached to the walls and not suspended from the ceiling, on which someone
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as the list lay at the bank afterwards struck out His Grace's name, who thus saved his
ten guineas’ 24

In November 1791 a new theatre was built in South Street, Chichester. The
building, which still stands, was erected to replace a former granary which had
earlier served as a theatre in the city. James Winston, the theatre historian, wrote
that ‘the 3rd Duke of Richmond superintended the building of the theatre and he
furnished it with finely painted scenery from his private theatre in the Privy Garden,
Westminster' 25

John Marsh and the 3rd Duke again found themselves in opposition in
another Chichester matter: this time about the trial of William Blake for sedition
in the Guildhall in 1804. Blake was one of a number of artists patronised by
Marsh’s friend, William Hayley, and had been found a cottage in Felpham and
set to work on a number of artistic and literary projects by the Sussex poet. In
October 1803, Blake had had an altercation in his garden with two soldiers from
the local Volunteers returning home from the pub, and he was subsequently
arrested and tried for sedition. The case was heard by the 3rd Duke as Chairman
of Sessions. Hayley was one of those who stood bail for Blake and the Marshes
invited Hayley to stay with them for the duration of the trial. Havley seemed to
think that the Duke had made up his mind about the issue before the evidence
was heard and observed that “the old Duke of Richmond was bitterly prejudiced
against Blake and had made some unwarranted observations in the course of the frial,
that might have excited prejudice in the jury’ 25 In the event Blake was acquitted and
the episode does not seem to have affected Marsh’s relationship with the Duke,
who continued to allow Marsh to use the Sussex Militia band in his symphony
concerts. The band was entirely kept by the Duke as Colonel of the Militia.

The 3rd Duke’s brother, Lord George Lennox, was also a considerable figure
in Chichester. A distinguished soldier, he ended his career as a full General. He
lived at West Stoke, where he and his wife patronised the local musical and
theatrical scene. Twice he was Mayor of Chichester, in 1763 and in 1772, and, as
we have seen he served as MP for Chichester on his brother’s interest between
1761 and 1767.
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THE FORGOTTEN VETERAN HERO OF WEST STOKE:
JOHN BROWNING AT THE BATTLE OF ORTHEZ,
27TH FEBRUARY 1814

by Richard Pulley

The Earl of March (head only)

On the eastern side of West Stoke church stands an impressive mid-19th
century gravestone. Now weathered with age, only very careful inspection
reveals that inscribed on it are the words ‘Peninsular and Waterloo'. The
headstone belongs to John Browning and his wife Sarah. John died at the age of
83 on May 3rd 1868 and his wife aged 90 on March 23rd 1883. According to the
inscription John was a fine soldier of the 52nd Regiment’. This intriguing reference
on the 200th anniversary of Waterloo set me on the trail to see if more could be
discovered concerning this veteran of the Napoleonic Wars.

The rough contours of John Browning's long life can be traced from the
census returns of 1841-1861. For most of his life he lived at West Stoke, working
as a journeyman gardener. With Sarah - they were married in 1816 — he raised a
family of some ten children. Here the story might end but luckily in the West
Sussex Record Office there are other glimpses of John Browning's life. There
was, for example, a one-line obituary of him in the West Sussex Gazette of May
7th 1868 stating that he served as a, “sergeant in the 52nd Regiment and was at the
battle of Waterloo’. The most intriguing of all references, though, is to be found in
the 1936 Sussex County Magazine. Here there is a brief account, based
presumably on family or local oral history, of some important aspects of
Browning's life. He is first of all noted as being responsible for the planting of
West Stoke Clump. He is also recorded as being on good terms with the 5th
Duke of Richmond, and if this was not remarkable enough, he is credited as
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being the man that saved the Duke’s life during the Napoleonic Wars. A
consequence of which meant that the Duke, whenever he visited West Stoke,
would make a point of giving John a ‘golden sovereign” for his brave deed.

The connections with the 5th Duke of Richmond and the 52nd Regiment
mean that more of John's story can be told. The Earl of March (as the 5th Duke
was called before taking his title), served in the Peninsular War from 1810-1814.
He was originally a member of the Duke of Wellington's staff where he served
as an assistant military secretary. Officially the Earl held the rank of Captain
with the 52nd Regiment of Foot. In 1814 however the Earl transferred, against
the advice of friends, into the regiment itself. This meant that he would now
fight with the regiment on the battlefield. The 52nd was a well respected and
highly professional regiment, part of the famous Light Division; serving with
distinction in numerous battles against Napoleon’s armies in the Peninsular War
of 1808-1814. As a result of its status within the army it was regarded as not only
an elite unit but also highly ‘fashionable’, attracting officers of quality.

By Early 1814 the Napoleonic Wars were going well for Britain and its allies,
Portugal and Spain. They had crossed the Pyrenees and invaded southern
France. Progress of the war in the south however had been slowed, first by
Napoleon's political manoeuvring and secondly by the hope that the invasion
of north-eastern France by the armies of Russia, Prussia, Austria and Sweden
would mean that the war against Napoleon would soon be over.

But by February 1814 it was clear that, although severely weakened, the
French army facing Wellington was determined to fight on. Marshal Soult,
Commander in Chief of the French, deployed his forces along the rivers Adour
and Gave de Pau in an effort to prevent the Allies advancing further into France.
All Wellington's efforts to outmanoeuvre Soult without serious fighting came to
nothing when the French commander decided to do battle in the hills around
the southern French town of Orthez. On the 27th February 1814 a protracted and
hard-fought battle took place as the British and Portuguese armies attempted to
dislodge the French from their strong defensive positions.

Originally occupying ground behind a small hill known as the Roman Camp
the 52nd Regiment and the Earl of March spent most of the morning of the 27th
in sight of the battlefield but out of range of the French. By early afternoon, with
the French fighting ferociously, Wellington ordered the 32nd Foot into the
attack. Marching around the knoll and down across marshy ground the
regiment came under heavy fire from the French defending a spur near the
village of Saint-Boes. The going was extremely difficult as George Napier, a
major on the 52nd, describes: ‘In a few minutes we were up to our knees every step
int the bog, the enemy pouring a heavy and well-directed fire upon us from the height
above, which we could not return. I never saw our fellows behave more steadily or more
gallantly; but, owing to the ground, our line was not very correct.”
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The commander of the brigade in which the Regiment served, Sir John
Colborne recounted in his memoirs a slightly different version of the advance:
‘As evenly and regularly as on parade, accelerating their march as we approached the
hill. The French were keeping up a heavy fire, but fortunately all the [cannon] balls
passed over our heads.” Whether the soldiers kept good order and enemy fire was
accurate or not, both accounts agree that it was difficult ground to cross. It was
so bad that Napier recounted: ‘My horse floundered in the bog, and in spite of all my
spurring and Lord [sic] March's beating and kicking him, we could not make the poor
brute stir, so I was obliged to leave him to my servant and take his.”

Napier was at some disadvantage, having lost his right arm during an earlier
episode in the Peninsular campaign, so perhaps his difficulties were
understandable. Despite the conditions the advance continued. Colborne tells
us: ‘I rode to the top of the hill and waved my cap, and although the men were over their
knees int miud in the marsh, they trotted up in the finest order. As soon as they got to the
top I ordered them to halt and fire. We were soon supported by other divisions and the
French were dispersed’. Victory was now almost certain but Napier recounts: “Just
before we had completely driven the French from their position I had ridden to the right
of our Regiment, when Lord March, who was a captain in it and had joined from Lord
Wellington's staff, came up to me and said, "George, you see 1 am not hit yet though you
swore [ should be as soon as I left the staff and joined my Regiment”, alluding fo a joke
of mine a few days before. 1 answered, “Do not holloa till you're out of the wood; the
action is not over yet, my Lord March.” I had not gone a hundred paces when a sergeant
came running after me, saying, "Oh, sir, Lord March is killed!” I went to him, and
found my gallant, high-spirited, young friend lying with his head in my brother
William's lap, to all appearance a lifeless corpse. I was deeply shocked; 1 dismounted
from my horse; 1 kissed his forehead, and took his cold hand in mine; but my duty called
me elsewhere and 1 left him with my brother (whose Regiment was not in action and he
was therefore at leisure), in the full persuasion that 1 had parted with him for ever.’

The wound certainly appeared mortal. Within minutes of death, muddy, and
in the midst of a battle that was not yet over, the young Earl was in serious
difficulties. Luckily victory was soon achieved, but despite being cared for by
William MNapier he was not going to be able to move the badly wounded Earl to
safety on his own. Bleeding heavily and with a musket ball still lodged firmly in
his chest the Earl of March was eventually taken to the village of Orthez where
death still appeared certain. Here he was lucky enough to be examined by
Archibald Hair, the assistant surgeon of the 43rd Regiment. Against the advice
of other surgeons Hair carried out a dangerous procedure that ultimately saved
the young Earl's life. That night as March slept he was visited by another
wounded officer, none other than the Duke of Wellington. He had also been
wounded in the battle, suffering a badly bruised hip as a result of a bullet hitting
the hilt of his sword. The Duke apparently kissed March on the forehead before
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leaving him in the care of Hair.

Making a speedy recovery the Earl was able to rejoin his Regiment by April
1814. However the musket ball in his chest was never removed. It was to have
a detrimental effect on his health, ever afterwards. It would be no surprise to
think that the events of that day would influence the future actions of the young
Earl. The surgeon Archibald Hair, for example, became the 5th Duke of
Richmond’s (as the Earl of March became in 1819) medical adviser and secretary
after Hair left the Royal Horse Guards in 1843. The Duke also remained
immensely proud of his Regiment, and his service in it, and for the rest of his
life was always keen to help old soldiers of the 52nd whenever he could.

But what of John Browning? Accounts of the battle of Orthez are clearly not
in agreement on a number of points but the idea that the Earl of March, whose
family home was Goodwood, should be rescued from the battlefield by a soldier
apparently born at Mid Lavant is a remarkable coincidence. Another odd thing
is that in 1847 the Duke of Richmond was instrumental in getting surviving
soldiers of the Peninsular War a medal to commemorate key battles and sieges.
A list of all those who were given the medal was compiled, but John Browning
was not amongst them.

One motive for creating the medal was that all British soldiers who were
present at, or in the vicinity, of the battle of Waterloo in 1815 had previously
been issued with medals. This had created some bad feeling amongst those who
had served in the significantly longer Peninsular campaign. John Browning's
tombstone records his service at Waterloo, and the Earl served as a staff officer
in that battle as well. Again, lists of officers and men receiving the Waterloo
medal were drawn up but John Browning is not listed amongst these recipients
either.

S0 no medals for John Browning? Yet claims are made that he was a Sussex
man who not only saved the Earl of March’s life but also saw service as a
sergeant in the Peninsular and Waterloo campaigns. What is going on? Did
Browning fabricate his life story to the end of his days or is there some other
explanation? At this point an ambitious but not always very successful railway
engineer comes to the rescue. William Scarth Moorsom, before his career as an
engineer, was a captain in the 52nd Regiment seeing service during the 1820s.
Upon his retirement he wrote a detailed account of the officers and men who
had served in the Regiment during the Napoleonic Wars. Unlike other
Regimental histories Moorsom's gives brief details of soldiers who served in the
ranks as well as officers. Luckily John Browning is mentioned, and several
mysteries are immediately solved.

We know it's ‘our’ John Browning because Moorsom records that he was
living at West Stoke near Chichester in the 1860s. It also tells us that he was born
at North Stoneham, Hampshire, rather than Mid Lavant, Sussex. Checking the
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parish registers for North Stoneham, a John Browning was indeed baptised
there on 15th March 1789. It also records that he joined the 52nd Regiment aged
22 in 1809. This would have made him 81 rather than 83 when he died but as we
cannot be sure of his age at baptism his birth date remains something of a
mystery.

During a military career which spanned seven years and seventy-three days
John Browning had clearly been a brave soldier. Moorsom lists the eight battles
he fought in and notes that he volunteered for a number of storming parties,
used to attack fortified enemy positions, which often guaranteed death or
serious injury. The problem with the medals, which Moorsom tells us he did
receive, was that the authorities got Browning's name wrong! On the General
Service Medal for the Peninsular War he is listed in the official register under the
name of ‘Brownon’ rather than ‘Browning’. A similar mistake appears to have
occurred with his Waterloo medal where his name is also recorded as
‘Brownon’. To be unlucky twice is indeed a misfortune for such a brave soldier.
The record shows that he was not however a sergeant, this part of his story
certainly has been exaggerated. Moorsom also, most significantly, records that
Browning was shot in the leg at the battle of Orthez. This makes the rescuing of
the Earl somewhat improbable; he might have needed medical help himself,
and would therefore not have been fit enough to assist anyone else. The records
do not show how serious the injury was, though he was able to take part in the
battle of Toulouse fought in April 1814. The essence of the story, that he saved
the Earl’s life, does therefore seem unlikely.

Another question that Moorsom cannot answer is why did John Browning
settle at West Stoke rather than return home to Hampshire? A possible
explanation is that as both he and the Earl left the army in the summer of 1816,
perhaps Browning came to the area in the hope (or the promise?) of employment
from his old Regimental officer. If so he was lucky because within six months of
arriving in the county he had married a local girl and settled at West Stoke,
where he was to live for the rest of his life.

One aspect of the story from the Sussex County Magazine that certainly does
appear to have been exaggerated relates to John Browning being responsible for
the planting of West Stoke Clump. Although it does not appear on the 1724
Richard Budgen or the 1740 Everton and Bowles maps of Sussex, it is shown on
the draft 1806 Ordnance Survey map. It then appears in slightly different shapes
and sizes up until the present. Perhaps in this case John Browning, as a gardener,
was responsible for replanting or managing the clump. It is, after all, only a
short walk from his home in West Stoke. Again it seems unlikely that he planted
the original copse of trees.

The story does not quite end there, as there is one other piece of
circumstantial evidence suggesting a special link with the 5th Duke. That is to
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be found in a letter that John Browning wrote to his lordship in December 1854
It concerns John's youngest son William who had apparently, rather rashly,
volunteered to join the local militia commanded by the 5th Duke. With the
Crimean War in full swing there was a chance that the local militia might be
ordered overseas to support the regular army now fighting at the walls of
Sebastopol. Clearly neither young William nor his father relished the prospect
of military service overseas for a lad who was not yet 18. John therefore asks
respectfully if he can ‘buy him out', effectively paying the government
compensation for withdrawing his son from the ranks. The letter notes that if he
did go to war, on return he would be ‘not fit for anything’, perhaps here a dark
hint to the Duke that the health of both of them suffered while away at war?
What the outcome of this request was we do not know, but it does at least
suggest a special relationship between the two men. To grant such a request as
this would constitute a considerable favour on the part of the Duke who was
very keen to see the militia take part in active service.

S0 perhaps there was more to the relationship between the two men, apart
from serving in the same Regiment? Typically though, just when the story
seemed to have reached some kind of conclusion, the later correspondence of
the 5th Duke of Richmond provided another twist to the tale. Amongst the
letters concerning the 52nd Regiment is one written in 1842 from Nancy
Crowley, the widow of an old soldier. She asks for help for herself and her four
children who are in a ‘deplorable’ state. She ends her letter by mentioning that her
husband was ‘the principal instrument in saving your grace's life in the field when in
action with the enemy’. This must be another reference to the battle of Orthez, and
it makes one think that perhaps a number of veterans and their families might
want to claim this privilege in later years. The Duke was known to be a generous
man, and was hardly in a good position to remember specifically who it was
who rescued him from that tumultuous battlefield in 1814. So for good or ill he
was open to that particular claim from old soldiers of the Regiment for the rest
of his life. The gold sovereign might have been given out of respect for an old
soldier of the 52nd rather than for any particular service to the Duke. If so, this
act of generosity was not untypical of the man.
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AFTER THE BALL WAS OVER:
THE RICHMONDS AT WATERLOO

by Richard Pulley

he was no warrior queen such as Boudica. She was not even a queen,

although she could act like one. She was merely a Duchess. Nevertheless
Charlotte, Duchess of Richmond, is forever associated with the events that
unfolded across a few days in June 1815. Her fame owes nothing to her military
achievements and more to luck than merit, but few would begrudge her the
place she has in history. Her ball organised in Brussels for the 15th June 1815
marked the start of four days of frenetic activity that culminated on the
battlefield of Waterloo. But what of the men in the Richmond family? What
contributions did her husband and sons make to those few fateful days in June?

As news of Napoleon's dramatic escape from Elba circulated around the
capital cities of Europe in the early spring of 1815 the Richmond family
suddenly found themselves in some danger. Little could the Duchess have
anticipated this as she led her bedraggled family and servants ashore at
Boulogne in October 1814. They had suffered a rough sea crossing, a night
landing at low tide and a long walk to the nearest accommodation. The family
were on their way to the newly created Kingdom of The Netherlands. They had
left Britain because the Napoleonic Wars had seen the cost of living at home rise
considerably, and the Duke and Duchess had expensive tastes, gambling being
just one of them, leaving them very short of money. They were what one
clergyman described as “the dissipated part of the nobility’ .77 Living abroad was the
only way to reduce their expenditure during difficult times. Plans were being
made to rent the family seat at Goodwood to their friend the Duke of Wellington
whilst they lived in less expensive Brussels. Other members of the British
aristocracy were making similar moves. Not that this was of any consequence to
the Duchess who was reported to be in an ‘ill-humour” at the thought of having
to live abroad, which added to her already ‘acid temper’.1® All this was made
considerably worse by her husband who had arrived in the city in August 1814
and had been unable to find a suitably fashionable house. His failings forced the
family to live in the house of an ex-coachmaker situated down a muddy and
unfashionable street that translated as Laundry Road, causing the Duke of
Wellington later to nickname their residence the “Wash House'.

News of Napoleon's return to France did not unduly concern the Richmonds
as they were a military family. The 4th Duke had seen service in the West Indies
and held the rank of Lieutenant General. With war in Europe now certain he
found himself in the right place for employment. Whilst Lord Lieutenant of
Ireland (1807-1813) his chief secretary had been none other than Sir Arthur
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Wellesley, later 1st Duke of Wellington.! They had got on well so Richmond
hoped his old friend would secure him a military command in the forthcoming
campaign. Much to his disappointment this was not to be. The office of the
British army’s Commander in Chief at Horse Guards, London, wrote to
Wellington saying that ‘In every point of view his employment would be
unadvisable’ 20 Wellington, although embarrassed at this rebuttal, would not have
been keen to have such an inexperienced field officer holding a command. Much
more suitable candidates were certainly available. Richmond however remained
unhappy with the decision and continued to hope that he might at least be given
command of some reserves to defend Brussels but it was not to be.

Meanwhile the Duchess had been busy becoming the hub of an increasingly
large and vibrant military and diplomatic community developing in Brussels.
Her motives were entirely selfish. She had seven daughters to consider, and
with the aristocracy of the British army arriving daily it was too good an
opportunity to miss. Marriage alliances were on her mind. The summer of 1815
was to be a particularly busy time for a whole variety of manoeuvres amongst
high society. Social and sporting events were frequent and included cricket
matches, horse races, plays, concerts, dinners, parties and balls. All this was
going on with a French army massing on the border just a few days march away,
but all were keen to indulge in any distraction that avoided considering this
unhappy development. Wellington took the sixteen-year-old Lady Jane Lennox
to a cricket match in early June to entertain her. The older daughters, Ladies
Mary, Sarah and Georgina, were not short of admirers, and led a very active
social life. Madan regarded Georgina as so active that he thought her doomed
to die young, appearing fragile and liable to fall victim to “dissipation’. 22 She
lived to the age of 96.

Wellington was certainly keen to use the busy social calendar to distract
attention from concerns over preparations for war. He himself was organising a
ball for the 21st June to commemorate the anniversary of his victory over the
French at Vittoria in Spain in 1813. The Duchess did however ask his advice
before sending out the invitation to her ball on June 15th. Wellington did not
anticipate that there would be a problem saying to her, ‘vou may give your ball
with the greatest safety without fear of interruption’ > The Duchess duly sent out
over 200 invitations. It was all part of her continuing quest to find suitable
husbands for her daughters. Almost all of the invitations went to what Spencer
Madan described as the *beau monde of the British army’ .23

Unfortunately Napoleon was unaware of the Duchess’s efforts to gather the
cream of society to her social gathering. He invaded The Netherlands on the day
of the ball. By the afternoon he was on the road to Brussels, an uninvited guest
if ever there was one. The quickly developing military situation was not ideal
for the Allies, taken by surprise at the speed of Napoleon's advance. Unsure as
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to what the Emperor was planning, Wellington waited for further information
before committing the army to march. The Richmond ball was unhelpful to any
plans he might have in that many of his most senior officers were on their way
to Brussels, heading in the opposite direction to that in which they were
needed.? Sensibly, Wellington did not attempt to cancel the ball; it might have
caused chaos and alarm. He let it continue and used the opportunity the event
created to calm the nerves of the British community in Brussels, and to brief
some of his senior officers.

By 11pm on the 15th June, just as the dancing was beginning, further reports
of the movements of Napoleon's army began to arrive. Wellington was
informed of this by a messenger, as shown on the famous painting by
Hillingford (shown on this Journal's front cover). Consequently increasing
numbers of officers began to take their leave. According to the journal of Sir
Digby Mackworth the Duchess was distraught, begging people to stay and not
‘spoil her ball'. Her daughters appear to have taken developments with greater
sensitivity, saying farewell to a number of male friends, who they knew they
might never see again. Just as the Duchess’ social gathering was collapsing, her
husband steps briefly into the limelight. There is a well attested story that
Wellington requested the Duke to show him a map of the area; the Duke obliged
and Wellington upon looking at the map is supposed to have remarked that
Napoleon had “humbugged’ him and placed his thumbnail under the name of the
village of Waterloo, saying that it was where the battle would be fought.26
Certainly Wellington was surprised by Napoleon's audacious move in crossing
the river Sambre at Charleroi, but it does seem odd that Wellington had no maps
of his own, or at least not consulted them earlier. Also Waterloo was actually a
very poor place to give battle, too close to Brussels, with a forest immediately to
the rear, and poor communications to the east; it was not a place to fight. The
battle of the 18th June only takes its name from this village as it is the most
anglicised of all the other more appropriate villages and hamlets in the area of
the battlefield.

For Napoleon to have any chance of defeating the armies of Britain, The
Netherlands and Prussia, the French had to move quickly and decdisively. The
Emperor planned to attack and divide the Allies, first defeating the Prussians;
driving them east then take on the Allied army, forcing them north-west. With
the two armies beaten and retreating in different directions Napoleon hoped to
break the Coalition against him and dissuade the Austrians and Russians from
invading France. A bold plan demanding speed and good timing which he
hoped would be enough to cause division and confusion amongst the alliance
formed against him.

MNapoleon's plan seemed to be working as on the June 16th the British and
Netherlands armies fought the French at the battle of Quatre Bras, it was to this
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battle that some of the Duchess’ guests rode in which to fight. Some four miles
further east Napoleon also fought the Prussians at the battle of Ligny. The
Prussians were defeated and retreated north rather than east, giving Wellington
no choice other than to retire towards Brussels after his hard fought battle at
Quatre Bras. By the evening of the 17th Wellington had retreated a few miles to
find his new battlefield around the crossroads at Mont 5t Jean. Crucdially the
Prussians had promised to join him; all that was now required was to stop the
French breaking Wellington's army and give the Prussians time to arrive.
Meanwhile in Brussels the Richmond family had heard news of the casualties
from the first battles. The dashing Lord Hay of the 1st Foot Guards, who had
charmed everyone at the ball, was amongst the first to fall.

The Duchess must have been particularly concerned with the news of
casualties and retreat. Her three eldest surviving sons were all in the Army and
would expect to fight the next day. Her eldest son was the 24-year-old Charles
Gordon Lennox, the Earl of March (becoming 5th Duke of Richmond in 1819).
He was serving as an aide-de-camp to the Prince of Orange, heir to the throne
of The Netherlands, who was a friend. They had served together in the
Peninsular War as part of Wellington's staff, known colloguially as ‘the family".
Her second son was the 22-year-old Lord George Lennox. He had recently been
with Wellington in Vienna and was still serving on his staff. Her third son was
the 16-year-old Lord William Pitt Lennox, who ought to have been an aide to
General Maitland, commander of the 1st Guards Brigade, but wasn't.

Unfortunately the young William had earlier been involved in a terrible
accident. During a lull in one of the many cricket matches being played by the
army in April 1815 a fellow Guards officer asked Lord William to ride in a horse
race. Without hesitating he agreed. Sadly, during the race his troublesome horse
bolted into a wood and threw him between two trees. He suffered a broken arm
in two places and was unconscious for 72 hours. Surgeons carried out a
trepanning operation in a desperate attempt to save his life. Many thought that
he would not recover from the operation, let alone the injuries, but much to
everyone's surprise he was sitting up fully conscious within three days. Sadly
for him by June he was still unfit for active service; his arm was in a sling and
the sight in one eye deteriorating badly to the point where he was effectively
blind in one eye for the rest of his life. This did not prevent him, however, from
being present on the battlefield at Waterloo.

On the morning of the 18th June the Duchess was extremely worried about
her eldest two sons.Z” She also had to make plans for the rest of the family; seven
daughters and three younger sons as well as servants and belongings. All would
need to be evacuated quickly should the French be victorious.

Just when it seemed that things could not get worse for the Duchess, her
husband decided to visit the battlefield taking the invalid young William with
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