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EDITORIAL

2014. Three hundred years since the start of the Georgian era, which so moulded
our Chichester townscape. Alan Green always calls Chichester a Romano-
Georgian city, which is perhaps a little unfair to our Norman Cathedral,
medieval Franciscan Friary and Tudor Market Cross, but is essentially true.
Whereas our Roman wall survives intact, albeit now faced with flint rather than
stone, any timber-framed medieval domestic dwellings that survived were
hidden beneath brick from the early eighteenth century onwards, giving our
streets that rich warm vermilion look. The local earth provided an excellent raw
material for the bricks, made on site; down the years, numerous brick clamps
have been found at various locations in the city. Other, grander, public buildings
such as the Council House (1731), or churches such as 5t Johns (1812) or indeed
whole districts (New Town) were a product of the Georgian era. The only
obviously jettied, overhanging building from an earlier age that can still be seen
is at Prezzo's, formerly the White Horse Inn, in West Pallant. Taking down from
the bookshelf and flicking through the pages of Alan's superb book on The
Building of Georgian Chichester 1690/1830 (Phillimore, 2007) makes one so glad to
be able to live in one of the finest Georgian cities in Britain. OK, granted, maybe
Bath and Edinburgh run us close, but they were almost too formally planned as
such; Georgian Chichester just happened, as prosperity took hold of the city.
Engravings of Georgian views of Chichester can be found at the end of various
articles throughout this Journal.

1:ﬂfﬂrll-'ﬂlm;‘ml CHITHESTER
The Council Chamber 1731, courtesy of Alan Green.
The trademark essence of all the Georgian buildings is an understated

elegance, well mannered, with a proper concern for symmetry and proportion
and harmony. Just walk around the Pallants. Admire those houses with gauged
bricks above the windows; it seems amazing that blocks of the soft ‘red rubber’
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clay could be sawn into the requisite shape. Look carefully at the brick pelmets
above each window head of Pallant House and be even more amazed by the
quality of the carved national emblems — rose, thistle, oak, tulip, fleur de lys,
harp. Was Henry Peckham, its owner, perhaps a closet Jacobite?

Honourable mention should also be made of that other local building
material, flint, which had a revival from about 1800, in the late Georgian period.
Fernleigh House at 40 North Street and Flint House in South Street are both
splendid examples of flint building, with knapped stones and galleting to
reinforce the mortar courses. and to look attractive.

Turning to this year’s Journal, it is intriguing to speculate whether three of the
people discussed therein met each other in Georgian Chichester. Let's imagine a
day in, say, 1823. William Combes had just finished his extensions to the Anchor
Inn, of which he was the landlord. Laurence Xavier Martin de Lambilly, an officer
in the French Guards and émigré from the Revolution, was giving dancing,
fencing and French lessons to the children of local gentry, at his (presumably)
rented house in North Street. As for Charles Dorrien (son of the 3rd Duke of
Richmond’s long-term mistress Henriette le Clerc, now married to General John
Dorrien), he was a teenager aged 14. Who is not to say that at some moment in
time they all stood together outside the Council Chamber? We shall never know,
but you can certainly find out far more about each of them in the Journal.

The articles are arranged chronologically, beginning with a fascinating foray
into flora, courtesy of Nick Sturt’s discovery of a rare medieval herb. To balance
the Georgian focus, the Victorian era is visited twice, courtesy of Robert Henty
the brewer, and a serious outbreak of typhoid. Last century has George Garland
taking photographs in the interwar years, and two local memoirs of World War
Two. Finally, a foretaste of what lies in store for us all from Greg Slay.

As always, enormous thanks to Pauline Newton, without whose technical
expertise this Journal would never see the light of day.
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Market House 1808, courtesy of Alan Green.
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DITTANDER, THE SURVIVAL OF A MEDIAEVAL HERB
IN CHICHESTER

by Nick Sturt

lose by the mini roundabout where Spitalfields Lane branches from

Westhampnett Road the river Lavant once broadened out into a pool. Here,
according to Ken Newbury's excellent book on the river, the patients of the
ancient leper hospital of Mary Magdalen and St James used to bathe.
Nowadays, with modern buildings and relentless traffic at this location, it is
difficult to picture the open fields beyond Chichester’s city walls that formed
this setting in mediaeval times. But a shallow depression in the ground is a
reminder nevertheless of this pool, and of the hospital which was founded in the
12th Century for the care of lepers. Of course, the street name Spitalfields recalls
the old hospital, while the name of the area, 5t James, also preserves its memory.
And just visible across the Lavant from the footway along Westhampnett Road
is an inscription on a thatched cottage which commemorates the foundation:
‘Here are the sacred remains of St James” Hospital which was founded in the reign of
Henry the First for the reception of persons afflicted with leprosy’. The walls of this
cottage incorporate stone salvaged from the original hospital. But there may be
another, unexpected survival from the hospital.

Within sight of the cottage, by the
side of the river there appeared in 1990 a
patch several metres long of an
uncommon herb of the cabbage family,
Dittander or Broad-leaved Pepperwort
(Lepidium lntifolium). A tall (to almost 1.5
metres), hairless and somewhat coarse
plant, it is not dissimilar to the related
Horse-radish and, like its relative, in
June and July it bears a large and dense
panicle of small white flowers. But it is
the wide, elongated basal leaves,
conspicuous from spring until the
council contractor shaves the verge in
late Summer, that are unmistakable.

The appearance of Dittander beside

o M b k™ the Lavant was unexpected - partly

July 1990: Dittander foreground, because it is scarce in the county as a
background cottage incorporating stone whole but mainly since its natural
from mediaeval hospital. Author habitat is the brackish margins of rivers
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and the higher parts of salt-marshes; in fact the best site by far in Sussex is
Fishbourne Creek. Was it possible that the plant had migrated upstream against
the current from Chichester Harbour or had its seeds been transported on the feet
of birds? Such hypotheses are difficult to prove by scientific experiment and it is
often worthwhile to consult the earlier floras in the hope of finding other clues.

The first flora of Sussex was compiled by Rev. Frederick Amold in 1887. A
member of an interesting family settled in Petworth, this clergyman had strong
Chichester connections, including a period of residence in Palace Yard when he
assisted Dean Hook in his definitive work on the lives of the Archbishops of
Canterbury; and he would remember his installation as curate at Apuldram on
the fateful day in 1861 on which the cathedral spire collapsed. Frederick and his
brother Edward (a prominent figure in later 19th Century Chichester) could
form the subject of several satisfactory notes for this Society’s Journal, but the
present concern is historical records of Dittander and the Flora of Sussex provides
the required lead: ‘By the Lavant, nr 5t James’ Hospital, Bot. Sus. Portfield, Hb.
T. Same loc., 1847, Hb. C.’

To interpret, starting with the second and third references; I am inclined to
read Portfield as a minor inaccuracy and the same as ‘nr S5t James" Hospital'. Hb.
is the abbreviation for herbarium (a reference collection of pressed specimens)
and two important local botanists are cited here: T. is Dr Nicholas Tvacke, a
physician originally from Cornwall who practised in West Street, Chichester
from 1840 until his death in 1900. His herbarium was donated to the Chichester
Museum whence on the unfortunate demise of that institution it eventually
found its way to Oxford University. C. is Henry Collins who resided near the
Hampshire border at Aldsworth and was a contemporary and friend of the
greatest of Sussex botanists William Borrer of Henfield (1781-1862). A number of
specimens collected by Collins have passed into the collections of others, notably
that of Arnold himself whose collection is now lodged at the Booth Museum in
Brighton; one of these herbarium sheets contains Dittander gathered by Collins
from Chichester and the label is precise regarding the location, approaching from
the city centre: ‘On a bank on the left hand of the river by
a bridge '2 a mile beyond Chichester on the road to
Arundel’; it is dated September 7 1847. This is exactly the
spot — or as near as makes no difference — where Dittander
appeared in 1990.

Left: Dittander collected by

H Collins from the site in 1847,
Arnold’s herbarium; nofe the
detached broad basal leaf.
Right: Close-up of the
herbarium label (in Arnold’s
hand). Author




Returning to the first reference, ‘Bot. Sus.” is an appendix to T. W. Horsfield's
The history, antiguities, and topography of the county of Sussex published in Lewes
in 1835. Horsfield relied upon a number of specialists in compiling his magnum
opus. For the botanical section his expert was a 21 year-old doctor from a good
East Sussex family, Thomas Henry Cooper. The young Cooper already enjoyed
the prestigious initials FL.S. (Fellow of the Linnaean Society) and he duly
supplied the required information, including a long list of localities for the rarer
species in the county. The list is notable for its reticence about the authorities for
these other than a catch-all assurance ‘in many instances confirmed by personal
information’; and there is attached a note of thanks to Borrer worded in such a
way that it does not actually suggest he provided any substantial assistance
with the records. So satisfied was Cooper with his work that he published it
privately as The botany of the county of Sussex a year in advance of Horsfield's
History and circulated it to some of the most eminent botanists of the land. It has
since been established that Cooper was a serial plagiarist who passed off the
work of others as his own wherever he happened to find himself, for example
in his subsequent treatise on the flora of Nottinghamshire and in a guide to
Barnstaple in Devon. He seems to have moved around a great deal - perhaps to
escape the opprobrium of those whom he plagiarised!

Yet notwithstanding the flawed character of Thomas Cooper, the records
themselves are reliable enough, deriving mostly from the irreproachable
William Borrer. Thus there is nothing to doubt in his fascinating entry for
Dittander: ‘By the Lavant, below the garden of 5t. Mary's Hospital, Chichester,
from which very probably it originally escaped.’

It had not occurred to me that the Dittander growing on the site today could
have come from the hospital grounds. A little research revealed that the plant
was quite commonly cultivated in the past as a condiment (as the name
Pepperwort implies) but it was superseded by imported pepper which became
more affordable from the later 17th Century onwards. So Dittander could have
been grown in the hospital garden for culinary use. But were there in fact
medicinal applications? My first recourse was the Elder Pliny — the Roman
intellectual so interested in the eruption of Vesuvius in AD79 that while all
others fled he decided to take a closer look... Before his extinction in the cause
of science Pliny compiled a vast but uncritical collection of facts called the
Naturalis Historin; and, sure enough, in this ‘encyclopaedia’ is to be found a
reference to the employment of Dittander for the treatment of leprous sores and
other disorders of the skin. Further evidence comes from the 1st Century army
physican Dioscorides Pedanius who prescribes the herb thus in his Materia
Medica. (It may be of interest to record here the etymological link between the
generic name Lepidium and leprosy, both deriving from the Greek word for scale,
lepis lepidos, but this is not the place to digress upon herbalists and the Doctrine
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of Signatures.) The crucial significance is that in the Middle Ages both Pliny and
Dioscorides enjoyed almost biblical authority and hence it may be assumed that
Dittander would have been an essential herb for the 12th Century leper hospital
garden on account of their joint recommendation.

Today the plant, which seems to be as tenacious as horseradish, clings on
along the base of the hedge between the road and the footway. It is not possible
to prove that this patch of Dittander is the lineal descendant of stock cultivated
in the hospital garden as much as 800 years ago: as we have seen, the earliest
documentary evidence has its origins only in the first half of the 19th century,
for Cooper relied upon Borrer, and Borrer himself was in all probability
informed by the more local Collins. It may be highly relevant, however, that the
Dittander noticed in 1990 was growing where recent work to the bank of the
river had been undertaken, which suggests the possibility that the plants could
have germinated from buried seed disturbed in the operations. Perhaps the
plant has survived in this spot from mediaeval times through periods of
vegetative presence (e.g. for a number of years in the 19th century), revived at
intervals by the seed-bank. Whatever the case, in my own mind the coincidence
seems too great and I feel sure that we have on the verge of Westhampnett Road,
beset by the fumes and dust of modern traffic, a living relic of mediaeval
Chichester. It is even possible that the colony of the plant which flourishes in
Fishbourne Creek, including a fine stand by the outfall of the Lavant at
Apuldram sewage works, could have originated from this source via seeds or
rhizome fragments washed downstream.

As a postscript, | should like to add that Frances Abraham, who shares my
interest in the historical dimension to Sussex botany, has provided another
putative connection of Dittander and leprosy in West Sussex. She observes that
the plant grows on the east bank of the Arun upstream from Arundel and below
the church of 5t Mary, Burpham. It was outside this church that the inhabitants
of the nearby leper settlement on the Downs gathered to hear Mass, having
taken a path running south-west down the side of Perry Hill which is still
known as the Lepers’ Path. It would have been easy on such occasions to make
the small descent to the river in order to harvest some of the Dittander.
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TWO BUSINESSMEN OF CHICHESTER,
GEORGE AND WILLIAM COMBES 1755-1869

by Patrick Combes

[Editor's Mote: To most Cicestrians of some vintage, the thatched barn on Needlemakers,
between the Hornet and St Pancras, is still referred to as Combes’, even though Majestic
Wine has now traded from here for many years. During the last century, Combes was a
corn merchant business, and also a leather harness and saddle maker. Pat Combes was
the final member of the family to trade here, as a corn merchant, then as a retailer of
gardenware and pet food. Pat was Mayor of Chichester in 1975/6 and, just as
importantly, has been a stalwart member of our Society since its inception in 1985. In this
article he has researched the lives of two earlier members of his family, father and son,
who also traded in Chichester.]

he farthest back we can go with the Combes family tree, with any real

certainty, is the family of Thomas Combes (actually spelt as Combdse,
possibly by the parish clerk) and Mary, of Funtington. They were married in
about 1624, and had five sons (Thomas 1625, George 1633, Gregory 1638, John
1643, Benjamin 1647) and two daughters, Mary and Martha, all born in
Funtington.

John married Ann Pote on 28 October 1672 at Boxgrove. All their five
children were born in the village. One son, William, born in 1682, married Mary
Ellie Saunders at Racton, on 3rd February 1705, and also had five children. They
were all born in Mid Lavant from 1706 onwards.

Omne of the five, William, born on 15th April 1711, married Jane Earwicker of
West Wittering on 1st December1745. They had no fewer than eight children.
Seven of them were born in Walberton between 1746 to 1758, but the last child,
Sarah, was born in Westbourne 1759,

Our next record of William and Jane is their gravestone, prominent in the
Westbourne Church graveyard, under the ancient yew trees on the left hand
side of the path leading to the main door. Their details are recorded by Rev.
Sperling in his ‘Parochial History of Westbourne'!. William died in 1774, Jane in
1779. All their surviving children married, producing many grandchildren. The
most important child for our family is the youngest son, George, born on 6 April
1755.

George Combes (1755-1834)

George married a Westbourne girl, Mary Hoare, on 23 September 1781. He was
a tilemaker, possibly in the brickworks that existed south of Westbourne village,
in the present Garsons Road area of Southbourne. George seems to have moved
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to Chichester after his marriage, as their first three children, Mary 1782, Jane
1783, and Henry 1785, were christened at S5t Pancras Church. Thereafter, the next
christenings, of seven more children, were at All Saints Church in West Pallant,
Chichester, because in 1780 George had taken over an existing malthouse in
North Pallant, previously owned by Thomas Taylor. This was situated at No.19
North Pallant, right next door to the Old Assembly Rooms, and it appears that
the house and maltings were probably one building, as today the address has
become quite a large house of three flats, extending well back at the rear into the
garden.

In Roy Morgan's book,? regarding North Pallant on the west side, numbers
18-20 in the 18th century, he relates that Thomas Taylor, and then George
Combes, had a malthouse here by 1780. In investigating the land taxes of All
Saints Church® in The Pallant, there are entries for George Combes in a house in
North Pallant from 1787, but by 1791 it becomes a house with a malthouse,
which he seems to occupy until 1823. Numbers 17 and 18 in North Pallant are
still private houses, but no.19 is relatively long, tall and narrow, and one could
imagine this being converted from a malthouse years ago. No. 20, the next
property, is separated on the south side from the next building by a narrow
passage, leading to 83 East Street in the 16th century onwards, and which is still
in use today.
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Map of Chichester 1812 by George Loader showing the location (arrowed) of the
Old Assembly Rooms in North Pallant.
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It is thought that the old Assembly Room was demolished, owing to its poor
condition, sometime after 1812. This site became R.A. Triggs furniture store and
shop, which was itself demolished about 1970, at the start of pedestrianisation
of East Street, to build a new house at No. 20, and a hammer-head for motor
traffic to turn, in a similar space to the original, as North Pallant became what is
now a cul de sac, with no access for cars into East Street.

The Journals of John Marsh, musician and composer,! who lived lower down
North Pallant at numbers 7 and 8, show that a Mrs. Combes, George's wife
maybe, was the manager of the Old Assembly Rooms, arranging the
entertainments there. There is an interesting remark by John Marsh when he
talks about the decline in attendance to the assembly in the old rooms which
must have included dancing as well as singing. On Tuesday 9th February 1790
Marsh writes that: ‘only three gentlemen and no ladies going, there was no assembly,
which had been much upon the decline this winter, there being but few young ladies that
were dancers then in Chichester, in consequence of which Mrs Combes who managed
them, began to complain very much and talk of the good old times when the Old
Assembly Rooms in The Pallant used to be crammed with nobility and gentry, the
Goodwood and Stoke families etc. then almost always attending and bringing large
parties with them.

The concerts too at this time were on the decline, there being only 128
subscribers that season, whereas at the beginning in October 1787, there had
been 152. What John Marsh does not state is the actual Christian name of Mrs
Combes in charge of the dancers. One must suppose that it was Mary, for that
was the name of George's wife, and they only lived next door to the old
Assembly Rooms.

It is difficult to say how successful George was at being a maltster. There
must have been a lot of competition, as this was the age before large-scale
maltings and breweries became established. However, he survived in the trade
until 1819, when he retired and went to live in West Lane (now Tower Street),
not far from his son William's premises at the Anchor. By 1834, when both he
and his wife died, it could be that the writing was on the wall for small
maltsters. In his will, he gave the opportunity for his third son, William ,to take
over the business if he wished to, but William seems to have other ideas and
decided to sell beer and other types of alcohol in his own retail premises.

George seems to have been a serious and responsible man, becoming a
churchwarden at All Saints, and in the church records one can see the pew
allocated to him at the back of the church. He also became a subscriber to a
number of local books being published at the time, such as Hay's History of
Chichester (1804) and Charles Crocker's volume of poetry (1832). He was also
recorded in the poll list of the Sussex Election, at Chichester, in March 1820, and
again at the Chichester Election of July 1830.
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Researching his family history from written records became quite difficult
and confusing as he had a nephew George, son of his deceased brother Michael,
who took over the St Martins Brewery and public house from the late William
Legg, early in the 19th century. Of course these premises were only a stones
throw between the north end of North Pallant and the southern end of St
Martins Street (or Hog Lane), and the two Georges could only be separated in
later documents from each other by their relative ages, George senior in North
Pallant being 21 years older than George junior. There does not appear to have
been any animosity between them, indeed George junior became one of the
executors of his will. In this will, he left his house, malthouse and premises in
North Fallant to his wife, his son Samuel and his nephew George junior, and
also his copyhold farm in Prinsted, together with a leased farm called Shotford
Manor, in Sidlesham.

William Combes (1788-1869)

William Combes, the son of George, was my three times great grandfather. He
was the landlord of The Anchor Inn in West Street, Chichester from 1812 to 1840,
The Anchor Inn/Hotel amalgamated with the Dolphin Hotel and became the
Dolphin and Anchor, when both were bought by the Trust House Hotels
Company in 1910, and then later by Forte, who decided to sell the hotel in 1997.

Anchor Inn, West Street, before 1910

At the viewing of the dispersal sale of the contents of the Dolphin and
Anchor Hotel, my wife and [ went upstairs to the first floor of what was
originally The Anchor, at the far western end of the building, adjacent to Chapel
Street. During our wander around, we found our way up to the top, second,
floor, and at the rear side window, overlooking what would have been the
courtyard of the Anchor. This gave us a view across to those buildings and
windows of the rooms that actually go northwards along Chapel Street and
have two storeys only. This building appeared to be a later extension, along
Chapel Street, with its windows looking on to the street as well as into the yard.
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There, in the wall, about level with the first floor and about 10-15 feet from the
corner of the building, was a builder's stone, which must have been let into the

wall whilst being built, on the inside of the yard, and inscribed as follows:
C

W M

1823
These are the initals of William and Maria (née Earle) Combes, who thus
appears to have been responsible for a new extension to The Anchor along
Chapel Street in 1823,

Builder's Pagque 1823, Anchor Inn.
{photograph taken by the author, 1997)

I have also been researching connections with the Masonic Lodges in
Chichester, because William Combes became a member from about 1814, together
with his brother-in-law William Shayer, the artist, who was working as a coach
painter in Mr Cutten's coach business in 5t Pancras.> He lived at no. 7 5t Pancras,
where his son, W.].Shayer, also an artist, was born in 1811. The Anchor had its own
pewter quart tankards for beer drinkers, inscribed with 'Combes, Anchor Inn',
and appears to have been a wine merchants business as well. In the booklet “Old
Chichester Lodges™ mention is made of the Freemasons Hall at The Anchor Inn:
‘this is the present commuodious room at The Anchor. It has a private entrance from Chapel
Street, and a previous Masonic book states that it was built (after designs of Sir Geoffrey
Webster) for the purpose of a lodge and for holding political meetings'.

The Lodge of Harmony came here from St John's Street in 1824, and a clause in
the agreement with the Landlord provided that the Great Club Room was to be
called Freemasons Hall. The Lodge of Harmony continued to meet here until it
united with the Lodge of Friendship. The Lodge of Union which was thus formed
made this hall its home until March 8th 1855, when it removed to the Council
Chamber. So William's extension upstairs, built in 1823, was used by his Masonic
lodge, and no doubt many other organisations in the city, and for political meetings.

One possible reason for building this extension may well be connected to an
infamous murder that occurred, either in The Anchor or just outside on the
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pavement, in 1818, when a brawl led to Corporal John Holloway killing James
Farr.” At that time there was a Tap room, or small bar, at the rear of the Anchor
Inn, facing Chapel Street. It was frequented by members of the Army from the
Barracks on the Broyle. William Combes, the landlord of The Anchor, was called
as a witness at the murder trial, which led to Holloway being hanged on the
Broyle on 26th October 1818. This must have been a horrifying experience for
him, and made him determined to demolish the Tap when his new extension
was built. It was replaced by a new Tap bar which was in existence until
relatively recently (1950-1960s) when alterations to the downstairs rooms at The
Dolphin and Anchor swept this away and incorporated the space into a larger
dining room for the hotel.

William and Maria had six children (Edward 1813, William 1819, Caroline
1820, Charles 1822, Eliza 1826, George Earl 1829) and eight others died in
infancy. They also adopted Robert T. Earl, a nephew of Maria, whose parents
lived {(and died) in India, for Robert lived with them from 1841 until 1849, when
he went into the Navy®

For a time, William ran a coach and horses business to London, with Mr
George Cross, and in September 1826 placed an advertisement in the Hampshire
Telegraph newspaper to advise people of the enterprise. Unhappily, this was not
the time to go into such a business, as the new railways were gradually taking
over a large share of the travelling public.

His eldest son, Edward, became innkeeper when his father retired in 1840,
and in November of that year married Maria Ballard. Her father was the landlord
at the Dolphin Hotel, next door but one. William's second son, Charles, was
installed in a farm, Rookwood, at West Wittering, in 1849, after William had
taken over the tenancy in 1841, and after this son's marriage to Maria Binstead.
This son, Charles, had a son, Conrad, born in West Wittering in 1852, who wrote
a memoir of his life. This was deposited in the Record Office, and both found and
transcribed by Ken Newbury; it was printed in Chichester History no. 9, pp. 27/31.

William then moved to 10 S5t Martins Street, retiring at the age of 61. He must
have been quite successful in business, because after he died in 1869, his property
was put up for sale, and it included a number of shops in the main streets, no
fewer than six in East Street, as well as other prominent properties. It was
discovered from his will that three of his children — William, Caroline and George
- were left a legacy, but were all living in Sydney, Australia. Earlier, they had
lived locally, but had decided to emigrate some time after Caroline had married
William Molesworth, a member of a draper's family in North St, Chichester. For
some reason this must have incurred some displeasure and a long term rift;
knowledge even of their continued existence was never passed down the family.

George's wife's brother had a son William, born just before Waterloo, who
wrote a journal of conversations, with many interesting facts about Chichester.

13



He mentions that he used to work for his uncle, William Combes, at the Anchor
Inn, further along West Street. William lived at that time in a house in front of
the Cathedral, by the Cross; this row of houses was gradually demolished
during the first half of the 19th century.

I have inherited, amongst other things, two very different metal badges which
nobody left in the family knew anything about, so I am asking if any of the
readers of this article can help me identify them from these photos.

Badge A is decorated in white and yellow but nothing on the reverse, with a
pin and short chain from the label “Warden’". 1 think [ may possibly have an idea
as to what it represents, but it would be interesting
to have your thoughts.

Badge B is a very plain metal one on the front,
but engraved on the back is:

CCSF
League
W. Combes

If anybody can
throw some light on
the identity of the
organisations
involved for A or B or

Badge B

both, please contact
me, either by telephone on 01243 527323 (or email
patrick_combes @yahoo.co.uk).

Warden Pin Badge A
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THE de LAMBILLYS:
A FRENCH EMIGRE FAMILY IN CHICHESTER

by Timothy |. McCann

he Catholic Registers of Brockhampton, now Havant in Hampshire,!

published by the Catholic Record Society in 19492 are an unexpected source
of information about Chichester families. As there was no resident Catholic
priest in Chichester until the middle of the nineteenth century, it is perhaps not
surprising that Catholics living in Chichester and the extreme western area of
Sussex should turn to Havant for the sacraments of their faith, since the nearest
Catholic missions in Sussex at the end of the eighteenth- century were at Burton,
Slindon and Arundel. The Brockhampton mission seems to have been
established around 1750, and the everyday records of the work of the late
eighteenth-early nineteenth century missioners shed an interesting light on the
life of a distinguished French émigré family in exile in Sussex.

The Brockhampton Register records that Frances Mary, the daughter of
Laurence Xavier Martin de Lambilly and Mary (née Fifield) his wife, was born
on the 6 May 1805* and baptised on 25 May 1805 by Richard Southworth, who
was the resident priest at Brockhampton from 1787 until his death there in 1819,
The baptism took place at M. de Lambilly’s house in Chichester, and the
godparents were Mary, Hannibal Joseph de Badée and Barbara Silverside.

That unexpected entry in the Registers is the first piece in a complicated
jigsaw of evidence in the story of a French émigré Catholic family’s life in
Chichester. Burke's Nobility of Europet reveals that Laurence Xavier Martin de
Lambilly was born at Rennes on 11 November 1763, the second son of Pierre
Laurent Marie de Lambilly, 1st Marquess and 13th Seigneur de Lambilly, the
head of a noble Breton family, and Francoise Jacquette de la Forét d’ Armaille,
his wife. The de Lambillys can trace their family back to 1379, and lived in a fine
chateau at Taupont in Brittany.

Laurent had five brothers and
two sisters. The lay French
émigrés are very difficult to trace
as nearly all the records of their
relief committees have dis-
appeared, and these registers
enable us to find out something Chateau de Lambilly at Taupont in Brittany
of their lives in their quarter of a
century sojourn in Chichester. Many of the exiles from the French Revolution seem
to have landed on the soputh coast of England and to have drifted to a nearby town.

Laurence de Lambilly was an officer in the French Guards, emigrated to
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England sometime in 17927 and first appeared in Chichester in around 1799. In
that year a M. de Lambilly is listed as a subscriber to George Carey’s The Balnea,
or an impartial description of all the popular Watering Places of England (1799).6 The
diarist Joseph Farrington recalled Mrs Wyndham (who lived with the Earl of
Egremont at Petworth House) remarking of the emigrants that: ‘insfead of
breaking their hearts as Englishmen would do, from being Counts turn Cobblers or
anything for a livelihood’.7 While in England, de Lambilly made his living as a
teacher of dancing, fencing and French. The Account books of Charles Lennox,
3rd Duke of Richmond, show that de Lambilly gave dancing lessons to the
young Lennox boys at Goodwood. In the midsummer quarter 1801 he was paid
£28 7s. for giving 54 lessons, in the midsummer quarter 1802, £29 18s. 6d., and
in the Lady Day quarter 1803 £4 14s. 6d.# In 1805, Alexander Hay's The Chichester
Guide and Directory for that year,? printed by Joseph Seagrave, records a M. de
Lambilly in North Street, and describes him as a Dancing and Fencing Master
and a French Teacher. He was recorded as living next door to Mrs Fifield, a shoe-
maker. That same year, the Brockhampton Account books record that the priest
at Brockhampton received one guinea on 25 May from M. de Lambilly and M.
Des Jardins (probably the Abbé Jean Baptiste Francois le Cordier).10

A description of his teaching methods has survived in an account by Mary
Sybella Peckham, whose father, Charles Peckham Peckham of Nyton in
Aldingbourne, was one of de Lambilly's pupils:

‘Chichester at the time boasted an aristocratic dancing master in Count
de Lambellier. He came to England during the Revolution, with other of
the noblesse who abandoned their country, & used to tell his pupils with
theatrical gestures how "he stood on the shores of Britannia & said
Whither shall I go, shall I turn to the Tanneries or the Potteries?”.
However he did neither, but settled in Chichester, & had dancing classes
for the young elite of both sexes, of whom my father was one. One of his
favourite pupils was Miss Sarah Douglas, & when she had to perform
some elaborate “pas seule” he used to beat time to his fiddle nodding his
head, with a running encouragement in broken English crescendo "Very
well Sallee now Miss Do-glass, very well Sallee, now Miss Do-glass, very
well, very well, now jomp, jomp, jomp™ & when the breathless Sally failed
to leap the required height, down ran the fiddle in a diminuendo & the
Count reproached her with "Mais ma foi, but why fore you do not jomp?°.11

His house in North Street was the third house south towards the Cross from
Crane Street, probably the premises now occupied by the Co-op Bank.
Seagrave's Directory also shows that the occupier of the property immediately to
the north of M. de Lambilly's house was Mrs Fifield, the widow of a shoemaker,
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who was presumably the mother of Mary Fifield, whom Laurent de Lambilly
had married. The Chichester Registers record the baptism of Mary, daughter of
Arthur Fifield and Mary [Weclerk] his wife at 5t Olave’s on 5 January 1783.12 A
Mary Fifield was recorded as having married a Martin Lambilly in the registers
of 5t Mary’s, Marylebone Road in London, on 27 May 1803, though the French
sources list their wedding as being at Chichester on 27 November 1803 and their
marriage was re-registered at Rennes in Brittany on 24 June 1818. The marriage
was by banns, and both parties must have established residence in London
because they are described as “of this parish’ in the register.

Mary Fifield determined to provide for her daughter, and in 1806 she bought
a messuage, kitchen and washhouse outside Westgate in Chichester, and added
to them a freehold stable and ground adjoining it in 181215 — and it was in this
house that her daughter was baptised by Fr Richard Southworth. Two years
later, the Land Tax records of the parish of St Bartholomew's Chichester, reveal
that the de Lambillys had moved to a house in that parish, which can be
identified as the first house immediately outside the city walls on the north side
of Westgate - an area now covered by the roundabout at Westgate.! The de
Lambillys paid parish rates on this house until 1820, and Mary de Lambilly sold
the house in 1826, by which time, according to the title deeds,!” her husband had
returned to Paris. He perhaps went back because of the act, passed in 1825,
offering partial compensation to the French émigrés.

Laurence Xavier Martin de Lambilly and Mary Fifield had nine children -
three sons and six daughters — while they lived in Chichester, and their house in
5t Bartholomew’s parish seems to have become a small centre of Catholic life in
the city. It received regular visits from the priests at Brockhampton, culminating
in the special baptismal celebrations on 13 October 1819. The story is told in the
Brockhampton Registers. On 23 February 1807 Caroline, the second daughter of
Laurent Xavier Martin de Lambilly and Mary, his wife, was born in Chichester.
Fr Richard Southworth came over from Brockhampton and baptised her in the
de Lambilly's house on 10 March. The godparents were Thomas and Mary
Belasyse, members of an old and distinguished catholic family.® Frederick, the
first son and heir was born in Chichester on 21 May 1809. Again Fr Richard
Southworth baptised him at the de Lambilly’s house, this time on 31 May, when
the godparents were Louise Juliana Belasyse, and an unnamed godfather.!”
Sadly the boy did not live long and was buried at St Pancras, Chichester on 9
July 1809.1% A second son was born in Chichester on 12 July 1810. Alfred was
baptised at home by Fr Richard Southworth on 6 August of that year. René
Francois Droiun stood as godfather on behalf of Thomas Belasyse, who could
not be present for the ceremony, and Frances Belasyse was the godmother.1”

Louise was born on 29 November 1812 in Chichester, but she was taken by
her parents to the chapel at Brockhampton for her christening. Fr Richard
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Southworth performed the ceremony, and James and Elizabeth Ayles were the
godparents.? The Ayles family were salt makers, who had moved from Havant
to New Walls in Apuldram to pan salt. They supported the Brockhampton
mission for many years, and are still remembered as benefactors of the parish.
However, Louise died in infancy and her burial is recorded in the registers of 5t
Bartholomew's Church on 13 March 1814.21 Only a month later, Louisa’s brother
George Ludovic Xavier was born in Chichester on 23 April 1814. He was
baptised by Fr Richard Southworth on 8 August that year and his godparents
were Peter Gabriel Francis de Lambilly and the child’s aunt, Frances Theresa
Jacquette de la Forét D' Armaille, both absent in France. Fr Southworth stood
proxy for the absent godparents.22

On 25 November 1815, their next child, Matilda Catherine de Lambilly was
born in Chichester, and baptised there on 19 December by Fr Richard
Southworth. This time the godparents were Alan Le Breton de Blessin and
Caroline Porce, his wife, though it is not clear whether or not they were actually
present at the ceremony.2 Dr Richard Southworth died on 19 November 1817,
s0 when the de Lambilly’s next child, Louisa Augusta was born in Chichester on
the following day — 20 November 1817, she was baptised by his successor, Fr
Joseph Kimbell in Chichester on 22 January 1818. This time the godparents were
Gabriel Julian James Ludovic de la Forét d'Armaille and Frances Victoria
Henrietta Isadore de Lambilly, Dame de Feron.2

Their daughter Carol Anna Henrietta de Lambilly was born in Chichester on
12 September 1819 and baptised in their family home on 13 October that year by
Fr Joseph Kimbell. The godparents were Hippolitus and Henrietta de Lambilly,
though again it is not clear whether or not they were present at the ceremony. As
we have seen Laurent Xavier Martin de Lambilly had returned to Paris by the
time his wife sold their house in 1825. He is said to have returned in 1820 and
lived in and around Paris. The fact that the family disappear from the records in
Chichester after that date, strongly suggests that his children returned to France
with him. The fact that the French government passed a law in 1825 providing
partial compensation for the émigrés provided sufficient encouragement for the
de Lambillys to return to their native land to reclaim their inheritance. At least
three more children were born to Laurence and Mary de Lambilly after their
return to France. The twins, Charles Fernand de Lambilly and Phillipe Auguste
de Lambilly were born in 1825 and baptised at Paris-Neuilly on 26 May and
Henri Adolphe was born at Redon on 4 November 1829.26 They were supposed
to have had thirteen children, of whom eight survived into adulthood.

Sadly Laurence Xavier Martin de Lambilly died at Redon on 26 March 1826,
and his widow died in the same place, almost three decades later, on 20
February 1855. After their brief sojourn in Chichester, the rest of the family's
history took place in France.
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The Arms of the de Lambilly family:
d'azur a six guintefewilles dargent posees trios, deux et un.
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A KIND-HEARTED, INOFFENSIVE YOUNG MAN'.
CHARLES DORRIEN (1809-1866)
OF LAVANT HOUSE, SENNICOTTS AND ADSDEAN HOUSE

by Terry Carlysle

BiugTaphical writing tends to favour the famous or infamous members of
society but that can badly skew our understanding of the past. To believe that
everyone in the nineteenth century lived their lives in the manner of the artist
Rossetti would be foolish indeed. It is, indeed, essential to know of the lives of
‘ordinary folk” both to understand what might be seen as the backdrop for more
exotic lives, as well as truly to apprehend what it was like to live, in one role or
another, in another century. One such exemplar, of the lives of comfortably-
situated men of nineteenth century Sussex, was the "kind-hearted, inoffensive young
man’ Charles Dorrien.! Charles was born, lived and died in the Chichester area.
It is his well-documented life that is described within this article.

The South Face of Lavant House today. PM Carlysle

Charles’ Parents

Charles Dorrien was born in January 1809, the only son of General John Dorrien
and his wife, Henriette Ann Dorrien (née Le Clerc). This couple moved in the
upper echelons of sodiety both before and, to a lesser extent, after their marriage
at St James" Church, Piccadilly. Born in 1758, the second son of John and Ann
Dorrien, Charles’ father was educated at Eton, matriculated at the age of 19, and
went to Christ Church Oxford leaving with a BA in 1782, Although coming from
a banking family, John himself was to make his career in the Horse Guards
rising from the relatively lowly rank of Cornet in 1783 to Lieutenant-General in
1819, which rank he still held at his death on March 14th 1825. The life of
Charles’ mother, Henriette, has been documented in more detail in an earlier
CLHS Journal 2 She was, according to the Dorrien family memorial in St Peter's
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Berkhamstead, born on 23rd October 1773 and died on 6th January 1846. She
was the natural daughter of the Third Duke of Richmond who, together with his
wife, brought her up, albeit without ever publicly acknowledging their
relationship. Her single life was spent mainly at Goodwood but also in Society
in London. She was named as the first beneficiary in the Duke’s will and had a
life rich in material comfort both before and after his death, in 1806, when she
received the life tenure of Lavant House and Park.

Charles’ Early Years
In 1808 the Sussex Weekly Advertiser recorded that, on the 28th of March, were
murrried by the Lovd Bishop of Chichester ... Colonel Dorrien, of the Royal Regiment of
Horseguards, to Miss Le Clerc, of Lavant near Chichester. Just over nine months later
Charles was born at Lavant House and baptised at 5t Mary's Church, East
Lavant, on January 31st 1809.% His most notable Godparent was Charles Lennox,
Fourth Duke of Richmond, and it is interesting to note that the Dorriens ensured
that he received the traditional Lennox family first born name of Charles? In
1826, after attending Eton, he went to Oxford, but unlike his father he went to
Oriel College and, since his name was removed in 1829 from the University Lists,
he did not gain a degree. In that same year Charles was to join the militia as an
Ensign, and over the next two years he rose to Lieutenant and then Captain.
That he became part of the local militia was not surprising for a man of his
means and place in society; especially since his second cousin, the Fifth Duke of
Richmond, had the highest opinion of the Militia.3 This activity may well have
appealed to Charles, and perhaps his mother, but it soon turned out not to be to
her taste as she made clear in a letter; a missive that suggests she was somewhat
self-centred as well as being an over-fussy mother. This document, written to the
5th Duke on the 20th September 1831, noted that Charles has begun to be drilld but
to let you into a little secret I am now sorry that he is in the Militin. I dread the Winter
Campaign for his deafness, & I never had an idea they were liable to be sent to Ireland,
which country & its service are my horror besides breaking up my domestic comfort.
However, as his deafness is no better, it will probably incapacitate him, & he may he
stuck to his present passion for painting which may take us to next year to Italy. The
Duke obviously paid some attention to her complaints as he was to reply, a
couple of weeks later, that the militia adjutant tells me that Charles is busy Drilling
— If you fear the cold Barracks for him, I will give him leave to sleep at Lavant and come
backwards and forwards fo do his Duty.

Charles the Artist

Charles continued his interest in art to which Henriette had referred and, in June
1832, she wrote that the worries nuke me glad to get often away to the Continent.
Should I not go this year would you allow Charles, whe is a Painter, to copy some of the
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Pictures at Goodwood? It seems likely they managed to get away abroad since,
five months later, she was again to ask the Duke if he would allow Charles to have
a Picture or two from Goodwood to copy? That this request was successful is clear
from yet another letter, written in 1835. She wrote that Charles’s love of painfing
has been increased by the permission to copy yours he is now going to learn to clean and
repair ... to do this requires some old damaged pictures to work upon we have none such,
but I remember two years ago Mrs Hardwick showing me one in the Armoury and two
... which she said had been found over the stables. | suppose therefore they was [sic]
considered as rubbish. Perhaps you would not object to parting with one at rubbish
price, or if it proved to be fine, to have it back. If you should object to this she showed us
another ... that had formerly been given to the Torwn Hall & on the repairs of the building
a few years ago returned in rags spoiled by damp. This casts an interesting light on
the care of paintings at the Town Hall and indeed of the state of the Town Hall
itself before the repairs. In the event, the Duke was to annotate this letter stating
that he had refused two of the requests she had made but had granted the one
respecting the pictures.

A court case, reported by the Morning Post, some 24 years after Charles’
death, provides a hint at his taste in paintings when a Captain Patton sued
Messrs Myers and Sons (picture dealers, Saville Row). Captain Dorrien, heir to
Charles had deposited a painting by Sir Peter Lely representing Nell Guynne with
the defendants, along with 30 other pictures for safe custody. Unfortunately when
Captain Dorrien told them to release the picture to Captain Patton who had
purchased it for £100 it transpired that it had already been sold to Mr Dillwyn
Parish ... for about £25! Clearly, Charles owned some impressive works of art.

Charles was to put his interest in art to practical use as the Archaeological
Journal for 1846 noted: Mr Charles Dorrien has forwarded to the Committee sketches
of subjects brought to light during the restoration of the church of Mid-Lavant, Sussex.
His skill as a painter seems to have been open to question if various manuscript
accounts concerning the history of the church at Mid Lavant are taken into
account. These include an account of a painting he had presented to that church
in 1840. Described, at one point, as a handsome picture representing our blessed
saviour after he was taken down from the cross, this painting was clearly not to
certain ducal tastes.® The Reverend Henry Smith (Mid Lavant 1857-1864) noted
that the only injunction given me by Charles late Duke of Richmond on presenting me
to the incumbency ... was that this picture, which had been sent to Mr Dorrien to be
varnished should remain in his possession and not be replaced in the Church. That he
could be described in one clerical hand as a staunch churchman with much artistic
talent yet a different hand was to add that his artistic inclinations were not, in
reality, very successful means that, until any works can be satisfactorily attributed
to him, his abilities must be left open to question. However, what is clearly
stated in all these records is that Charles gave generous help ... to the church and
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parish. The 1844 extension to Mid Lavant Church was greatly aided by Henriette
and Charles, who were the largest subscribers. Charles was also involved with the
internal fittings of that church apparently utilising much of the Jacobean-panelling
and woodwork from the [Raughmere] House for the Chancel, Pulpit, prayer desks and
some of the newer seats.

e

5t. Nicholas” Church, Mid Lavand, 18th [uly 1850. (Borrer Collection, WSRO) ABe

Charles the ‘Mother's Boy'?

That he was available to do such good works locally was, of course, due in part
to his remaining to live with his mother Henriette who was deeply concerned
about his health and happiness. In another of her letters to the Fifth Duke she
sought his aid in ensuring that her son was comfortably situated after her death.
In fact she wanted him to remain at Lavant House because the same feeling that
induced your [great] uncle to place me here that I might be under your Father's
protection, leads me fo wish to leave Charles in the friendly neighbourhood of yourself
and your sons. This wish was not to be granted; indeed it would have required
some legal manoeuvring so to do. Charles did leave Lavant House after her
demise in 1846, but at least he did not leave the area or lose touch with his
relations, so her desire was partly fulfilled.

He was not short of money. He had inherited some funds from his father in
1825, and there is no suggestion that he had spent much or all of his inheritance
before her death. Henriette actually died intestate, which is rather odd in the
light of her concerns about his future, and the letters of administration relate
that her goods, chattels and credits were valued at a sum of £16,000, which was
a considerable sum then. On top of this legacy was another, often forgotten,
sum. Whilst he could not inherit the tenure of Lavant House and its large annual
income he did stand to gain £15,000 by virtue of the Third Duke’s will wherein
the Duke secured said sum based upon Lavant House for his daughter's
possible descendants. Charles was, therefore, free to choose how and where he
spent the rest of his life with no need to earn a living,
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Charles did not follow his mother's lead completely, as she was to
acknowledge in a letter of 1837: "My dear Duke, Altho" I am sorry to say Charles is
a sad Tory, yet he has promised that he will give one vofe to George [Lennox; a younger
brother of the Fifth Duke and politically, a Whig]. Knowing my principles I am sure
you will regret his extraordinary turn, which 1 cannot account for’. How often they
differed would be hard to say; such letters imply a degree of control on her part,
else he might not have spared a vote for George. Yet he was still prepared to be,
openly, a sad Tory against her wishes.

His mother was quite happy to write letters on his behalf long past his
reaching the age of maturity. It might be quite possible that this just reflected the
fact that he did not like writing letters; indeed Henriette had remarked upon his
poor letter writing when he was away staying with the Fifth Duke in Scotland.
Howewver, it is noticeable that on several occasions, the Duke wrote to Henriette,
rather than directly to Charles, even though he was over 21. Thus he wrote in
1831, concerning Charles’ rank in the militia, when the Duke believed that one
of his many younger brothers would be a better Captain for the May of that year
when there would be a great number of raw new recruits to be drilled in the
Chichester area. Here, showing the respect that his family paid to their
unacknowledged relatives, he wished to ask for their consent. Henriette
responded Charles and I are very Sensible of your attention about The Company ..
William's experience must be so advantageous to the Regt that Charles readily agrees to
your arrangement. The Duke was then to write about the matter to the Earl of
Egremont, noting that he had had an answer from Mrs Dorrien so there is some
real suggestion that he saw her as the conduit for communication, and perhaps
as the person who took decisions for the pair of them.

Charles and Horses

Following his mother’s death in January 1846 Charles briefly considered renting
Raughmere Farm but, by the August of that year, he was settled as the tenant at
Sennicotts where he was to live for the next seven years, while also renting part
of West Lavant Farm for some of his beloved horses.

He took a great interest in hunting as well as breeding and racing horses
which is not surprising considering his mother's tastes. The Sporting
Appointments listed in The Times show that Charles was still involved in
hunting in later life. Even in the year before he died, when his signature
suggests a considerable degree of physical impairment, he was still involved
with hunting in the locality with a meet at Adsdean for the Hambledon Hunt.

In 1845, in the company of another local man, Charles Crosbie the son of
General John Gustavus Crosbie, he organised races designed for members of
Colonel Wyndham's hunt and those living within a 12 mile radius of Chichester.
Three of Charles’ horses took part, of whom the four year old Justice Greedy
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Sennicotts, “The seat of Charles Baker Esq.” engraved ¢ 1815. Alan Green's collection

was to win the Hack Sweepstakes. His racehorses were trained for many years
by one George Ducker whose son Will was to act as Charles’ jockey for some
time.” During his sojourn at Sennicotts the racing papers list several of his
horses such as Laird O'Cockpen, Rhine Grave, Jack in the Green, the Verderer,
Self Defence, Chaplet, Nautch Girl and Chief Baron Nicholson. However, their
names were more impressive than their results; rarely were they placed in any
of their races!

Charles and Sheep

Charles also shared his mother’s interest in breeding merino sheep. In 1851
samples of wool ... by Mr. C. Dorrien gave evidence of a very high-bred flock, and
manifested qualities of fibre for which the [ury awarded the prize medal at The Great
Exhibition. He later provided fleeces for the nascent Victoria and Albert
Museum. Knowledge of his success spread abroad so that, in a history of the
Australian merino, there is reference to the Pashangar stud for which were
purchased rams and ewes from the Dorrien flock then kept at Ashdean, Sussex
Eng!'ﬁnd.“ Similarly sheep from his flock were imported and advertised in a New
Zealand newspaper in 1861.

Charles and Plants

He was a member of the Royal Horticultural Society, and its Journal for 1852
contains his account of the Cultivation of the Paulownia Imperialis whilst in 1859
Curtis’s Botanical Magazine includes an entry about a plant known as Mexican
Hand-plant. The entry relates that it was long in cultivation at Kew, where it ...
never showed any disposition to flower. Happily Charles Dorrien, Esq., of Ash- dean,
has been more successful, and fine and perfect flowers were produced in his garden in
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